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7 NEW DOG BREEDS JOIN 
WESTMINSTER ROSTER: 
Canine competition 
welcomes most newcomers 
since at least 2000 / B3

INSIDE

Three Twins Ice Cream owner 
competes for ‘Survivor’ prize

Neal Gottlieb, owner of  Petaluma’s Three 
Twins Ice Cream, is the latest man with Sonoma 
County ties hoping to join the ranks of  reality 
TV super-stardom. 

Gottlieb, 38, will appear on the 32nd season of  
“Survivor,” which begins airing at 8 p.m. Feb. 17 
on CBS. He will be one of  18 castaways compet-
ing for the $1 million Sole Survivor prize, CBS 
announced Wednesday.

The show was filmed over 39 days in Cambo-
dia during the spring of  2015.

Its theme is “Brains, Brawn, and Beauty,” and 
contestants are placed on one of  three teams 
representing those traits. Gottlieb’s tribal desig-
nation? Brains.

As one publicist explained, once the cast was 
set, the contestants were sorted into groups 
based on their strongest attributes.

In his online biography on the show’s website, 
Gottlieb describes how, as an entrepreneur, he 
returned home from the Peace Corps in 2005, 
spent his life’s savings of  $70,000 creating Three 
Twins Ice Cream and turning it into a nation-

MONTY BRINTON / CBS ENTERTAINMENT 

Neal Gottlieb, owner of Three Twins 
Ice Cream in Petaluma, is featured 
on the 32nd season of “Survivor.”

By CHRISTI WARREN
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Report: Wine consumption to wane

A report released Thursday pre-
dicts a decline in domestic per capita 
wine consumption after more than 
20 consecutive years of  growth, at-
tributed to a continued sales drop in 
the budget wine market.

The study, authored by Rob Mc-
Millan, executive vice president of  
Silicon Valley Bank’s wine division, 
highlights a trend in the market-
place as vintners are rushing into 
the premium ($10 to $20 bottle) and 
fine wine ($20 and above) markets 
and discarding cheaper wines that 
produce little or no profit. The over-
all result is consumers will buy or 
consume less wine.

The report finds that bottle pric-
es will rise 4 to 8 percent on those 
$10  and above, but there will be a 
price and volume drop for those be-

low $8 a bottle.
McMillan’s report also found that 

millennials — according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau those born from 1982 
to 2000 — are having a growing im-
pact on the wine market and are the 
industry’s target for future growth. 
They especially buy in the $8- to 
$14-per-bottle red blend category, 
but are increasingly buying more ex-
pensive wines as their income grows.

“I think the per capita consump-
tion (drop) will be a temporary 
thing. I don’t know how long it’s 
going to be,” said McMillan, who is 

based in St. Helena. “I don’t expect a 
massive decline. There will be a du-
ration and out of  it I expect to see a 
resumption.”

The report, based on a survey of  
about 550 domestic wineries, most on 
the West Coast, codifies the past year 
in the marketplace as major wine 
companies bought up high-end pro-
ducers in Napa and Sonoma coun-
ties, especially E&J Gallo Winery of  
Modesto, the largest American vint-
ner, which bought Healdsburg-based 

Bank says focus on premium 
brands means consumers 
will buy, drink less

By BILL SWINDELL
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COUNTY 
TRADE GROUP 
HONORED
Sonoma County 
Winegrowers 
among dozen 
recipients of 
Governor’s 
Environmental 
and Economic 
Leadership 
Award / B8

Gov. Jerry Brown

Brown 
urges 
fiscal 
caution

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Jerry 
Brown on Thursday reiterated 
his call for fiscal caution, using 
his State of  the State address to 
urge lawmakers to beef  up Cali-
fornia’s rainy-day fund and pay 
for long-delayed infrastructure 
repairs rather than pursue ex-
pensive new programs.

As he did in his budget pro-
posal earlier this month, Brown 
sought funding for health care 
and transportation initiatives 
he previously proposed rather 
than push for new social pro-
grams supported by many of  his 
fellow Democrats. Republicans 
have opposed his funding plans 
for those initiatives.

“You are not going to hear 
me talk today about any new 
programs. Rather I am going 
to focus on how we pay for the 
commitments we have already 
made,” the governor said in his 
14th State of  the State address.

The 77-year-old governor 
warned that California’s econ-
omy could quickly be upended 
by seemingly unrelated world 
events.

“A slowdown in China or tur-
moil in Iraq or Syria, or virtual-
ly anywhere, can send the stock 
market reeling and put Califor-
nia jobs and state revenues in 
jeopardy,” he said in a speech 

State of the State address 
focuses on rainy-day 
fund, infrastructure
By JULIET WILLIAMS 
AND DON THOMPSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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CLAIM TO FAME: Bonnie and Richard Pitkin get a look at the automated weather station located in the community of Venado, west of Healdsburg, on Tuesday.

Remote rain check
WHERE’S VENADO? » Modern weather station keeps former  
timber, mining town west of Healdsburg on the map

VENADO

There it was, the infamous 
rain gauge of  Venado. 

The gauge that records 
some of  Sonoma County’s heavi-
est rainfall sits inside locked 
cyclone fencing in a clearing on a 
steep, remote ridge in the middle 
of  breathtaking forest land.

Venado is kept in the public 
mind by National Weather Ser-
vice forecasters who routinely 
report rainfall from the sophisti-
cated automated rain bucket. Its 
precipitation rivals Cazadero’s 
champion totals — measure-
ments echoed by Bay Area TV 
meteorologists who rattle off 
regional storm results, listing 

Venado as if  it’s a widely known 
community in Sonoma County. 

As if  it’s real.
But is it?
And just where the heck is 

Venado?
“Venado is … I don’t know 

exactly where it is,” said 16-year 
Healdsburg resident George 
Heath, who initially thought 
it might be the name of  a new 
restaurant in town.

“I’ve never even heard of  it,” 
he subsequently admitted.

Holladay Duncan, who has lived 
in Healdsburg for more than two 
decades, also pleaded ignorance. 
“I bet you could ask any number 
of people and they wouldn’t know 
where it is,” he said.

By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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RELIC OF THE PAST: The former Venado post office along Mill Creek Road 
west of Healdsburg closed almost 75 years ago. It’s long-missing sign later 
turned up at a garage sale, and now is housed at the Healdsburg museum.


