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Furloughs loom in shutdown
SPENDING BILL » Senate vote delayed until noon
despite start of workweek; bipartisan talks continue
By NICHOLAS FANDOS
AND THOMAS KAPLAN
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Senators
failed Sunday to reach an agreement to end the government
shutdown, ensuring that hundreds of thousands of federal
employees would be furloughed
this morning even as the out-
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lines of a potential compromise
came into focus.
For much of the day, feverish work by a bipartisan group
of senators offered a reason for
cautious optimism that a deal
could be reached soon. By Sunday night, Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Kentucky, the majority
leader, moved to delay until
noon today a procedural vote on

a temporary spending bill — a
signal that talks were progressing.
In a gesture to lawmakers
seeking assurances that the
Senate will address the fate of
hundreds of thousands of young
unauthorized immigrants, McConnell said he intended to
move ahead with immigration
legislation next month if the
issue had not been resolved by
then.
But the deep divisions between the parties were evident

as senators remained unable to
reach a compromise even as the
crisis was poised to deepen with
the beginning of the workweek.
Senate Democrats gave no
immediate sign that they would
get on board with the temporary
spending bill, leaving open the
possibility of another failed vote
today that could further deepen
the partisan divide three days
into the shutdown. Any deal
would most likely need the support of around a dozen Senate
Democrats, since the chamber’s

procedural rules require 60
votes.
“We have yet to reach an
agreement on a path forward
that would be acceptable for
both sides,” the Democratic
leader, Sen. Chuck Schumer of
New York, said after McConnell’s remarks.
The best hope for a breakthrough appeared to reside
with the group of about 20 senators from both parties who met
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State’s rail authority sees
costs soar, possibility of
LA to SF line diminish
By RALPH VARTABEDIAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Only two years ago, the California rail authority unveiled
an ambitious plan to begin
operating a segment of bullet
train service between San Jose
and the Central Valley by 2025.
It would take nearly every penny in its checkbook, but the rail
authority assured the public it
would work.
But that plan has been
crushed by the acknowledgment
Tuesday that the cost of building just 119 miles of rail between
the farm towns of Madera and
Wasco has soared from about
$6 billion to $10.6 billion, siphoning off money that the authority
had planned to allocate to the
ultimate goal of connecting Los
Angeles and San Francisco.
It has left the broader highspeed rail project, a lofty objective that Gov. Jerry Brown has
pursued since the 1980s, in an
existential crisis.
Over the next year, Brown,
the Legislature and the next
governor will have to decide
whether to create new revenue
sources, dramatically delay its
construction or scale it far back
from a complete 550-mile system, among other possibilities.
“The financial demand for
this is so enormous,” said Martin Wachs, a UCLA transportation expert and a member of a
peer review panel that oversees
the project. “We should have
been more ready for this. The
costs always rise and the schedule always slips, but that doesn’t
mean the project isn’t justified.”
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Rincon Valley Middle School and Santa Rosa Accelerated Charter Principal Ed Navarro talks with students during lunch Friday.
By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A

s Sonoma County students settle
back into the classroom routines
after winter break, school officials will be watching closely for dips in
academic performance and attendance,
outbursts and other behavioral reactions
as they continue to wrestle with the aftermath of October’s wildfires.
Ed Navarro, principal of Rincon Valley
Middle School and Santa Rosa Accelerated Charter School, said students showed
kindness, camaraderie and support for

displaced classmates immediately after
the fires. While that support remains
visible, he said, some students are starting
to feel frustrated and left out as classmates
and their families remain settled in nearby
neighborhoods while they have to commute. Navarro said the fires destroyed the
homes of 126 students.
“Some have bought homes in the
neighborhood and are re-establishing
their lives, while others are still staying on
grandma’s couch or in a hotel,” he said.
“That’s causing even more isolation.”
Students are struggling to focus in
class, while others are losing their temper

more easily with friends in the courtyard,
Navarro said.
“They just don’t have the ability to let
things roll off their shoulders,” he said.
“They have so much on their minds that
the smallest things are becoming triggers.”
An estimated 9 million students in nine
states, the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico
missed some school in the fall from various natural disasters. Research from the
Child & Family Policy Center shows that
such chronic absence, defined as missing
two days of school a month, “is a proven
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No checkout lines in Amazon Go store
You bag it, you bought it —
as long as you have store’s
app on your smartphone
By NICK WINGFIELD
NEW YORK TIMES

SEATTLE — The first clue that
there’s something unusual about Amazon’s store of the future hits you right
at the front door. It feels as if you are
entering a subway station. A row of
gates guard the entrance to the store,
known as Amazon Go, allowing in only
people with the store’s smartphone
app.
Inside is an 1,800-square-foot
mini-market packed with shelves of
food that you can find in a lot of other convenience stores — soda, potato

chips, ketchup. It also has some food
usually found at Whole Foods, the supermarket chain that Amazon owns.
But the technology that is also inside, mostly tucked away out of sight,
enables a shopping experience like no
other. There are no cashiers or registers anywhere. Shoppers leave the
store through those same gates, without pausing to pull out a credit card.
Their Amazon account automatically
gets charged for what they take out the
door.
Today, the store will open to the public for the first time. Gianna Puerini,
the executive in charge of Amazon
Go, recently gave tours of the store in
downtown Seattle.
There are no shopping carts or basTURN TO AMAZON » PAGE A8
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Shoppers browse for groceries at the new Amazon Go
store on Tuesday in Seattle. The convenience store will
open to the public today.

