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Federal
workers 
wait in 
limbo

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s proposal to 
break through the budget dead-
lock appeared to be gaining lit-
tle traction Monday, as another 
missed paycheck loomed for 
hundreds of  thousands of  work-
ers and the partial federal shut-
down stretched 
into its fifth 
week.

Despite the 
fanfare of  the 
president’s an-
n o u n c e m e n t 
and the rush 
to release the 
legislative package late Mon-
day, voting in Congress was not 
expected to unfold until later in 
the week. 

Even then it seemed doubt-
ful that the 1,300-page “End 
the Shutdown and Secure the 
Border Act” released by Senate 
Republicans had any chance of  
passing swiftly. 

Republicans hold a 53-47 ma-
jority but would need Demo-
crats to reach the usual 60-vote 
threshold for bills to advance. 
Not a single Democrat publicly 
expressed support for the deal 
in the 48 hours after Trump an-
nounced it.

Details released late Mon-
day highlight the centerpiece 
of  Trump’s offer: $5.7 billion 
to build the wall along the 
U.S.-Mexico border alongside 
temporary protection from de-
portation for some immigrants. 
The package would reopen the 
shuttered parts of  government 

House and Senate plan 
votes this week, but no 
end seen for shutdown
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Harris plunges into 2020 field
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A San Francisco-based hotel management company recently acquired a stake in the historic 61-year-old Flamingo Hotel in Santa Rosa.

New era for storied inn 
SANTA ROSA » SF-based management company acquires stake 
in historic Flamingo Hotel, plans to spend $20 million in renovations

At 6:30 on Monday night, nobody was 
sitting at the bar inside the historic 
Flamingo Hotel in Santa Rosa. The 

restaurant had plenty of  open tables and 
the lounge area around the heated pool 
was completely deserted. Unlike the 1960s, 
no Hollywood celebrities were spotted 
poolside.

But Stephen Yang is determined to 
change that. The co-founder and manag-
ing partner of  Yang Capital is spearhead-
ing an effort by his San Francisco hotel 

management company Point Hospitality 
that will take over daily operations of  
the Flamingo and pour an estimated $20 
million into renovating the once-proud 
property. Yang wants the pool, always the 
centerpiece of  the property built in 1957, 
to be the first thing visitors see when they 
walk in the 170-room hotel.

“One of  the major things we want to do 
is move the lobby entrance,” he said. “So 
that way when a guest is checking in they 
see the whole pool scene, and their blood 
pressure and heart rate lower.”

Yang and his partners in the venture, 
restaurateurs Anderson Pugash and Ben-

son Wang, also are planning to reinvigo-
rate the hotel’s nightlife, by adding a bar 
at the pool and overhauling the restaurant 
and nightclub. 

Events will become “a much larger 
component” of  the hotel, Yang said, and 
he’s aiming for “a little bit more of  what 
they’ve got going on over at Coppola’s (the 
winery in Geyserville), with their pool 
scene.” 

Pugash said, “The Sonomans that I 
know, so many of  them talk about fond 
memories at the Flamingo. It’s just been a 

Santa Rosans unite at MLK Park workday

Dennis McCarter’s bald head glis-
tened with sweat Monday, proof  he 
was fulfilling the slogan, “A Day On, 
Not a Day Off,” linked to the holiday 
commemorating civil rights leader 
Martin Luther King Jr.

McCarter, 38, was part of  a multira-
cial volunteer work brigade — about 
75 men, women and children — us-
ing hand tools and wheelbarrows to 
spruce up Martin Luther King Jr. Me-
morial Park in Santa Rosa’s racially 

diverse South Park neighborhood.
“I’m here to do work and give back 

to parts of  my community that need 
more attention,” said McCarter, a 
southwest Santa Rosa resident, insur-
ance agent and martial arts instruc-
tor.

His son, Jayvyn, 12, a seventh-grad-
er at Rincon Valley Charter School, 
paused from raking brown bark 
mulch.

“I kind of  see it as a celebration of  
someone who gave us a little more 
freedom,” he said.

The sunny, bright blue sky made for 

an ideal outdoor work day on the heels 
of  a rainy weekend. The event was 
hosted by the Santa Rosa Recreation 
and Parks Department, which provid-
ed tools and refreshments. 

It was held for the fifth straight year 
at the park named after King, the Bap-
tist minister and civil rights leader 
noted for his “I Have a Dream” speech 
in 1963 and assassinated five years lat-
er at age 39.

The third Monday of  January was 
first observed as a national holiday in 
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Isaac Boblitt, 8, grows frustrated trying to keep a 
wheelbarrow upright during a volunteer workday 
Monday at Martin Luther King Jr. Park in Santa Rosa.

WASHINGTON — Sen. Kamala 
Harris, the California Democrat and 
barrier-breaking prosecutor who 
became the second black woman to 
serve in the U.S. Senate, declared 
her candidacy for president Monday, 
joining an increasingly crowded and 

diverse field in what promises to be a 
wide-open nomination process.

The choreography of  the an-
nouncement carried abundant sym-
bolism: Harris entered the race on 
the holiday of  the Rev. Martin Lu-
ther King’s birthday, an overt nod to 
the historic nature of  her candidacy. 
Her timing was also meant to evoke 
Shirley Chisholm, the New York 
congresswoman who became the 
first woman to seek the Democratic 
Party’s nomination for president 47 
years ago this week.

In addition, Harris will hold her 

first campaign event Friday in South 
Carolina, where black voters are the 
dominant force in the Democratic 
primary, rather than start off by vis-
iting Iowa and New Hampshire, the 
two predominantly white states that 
hold their nomination contests first. 
She will hold a kickoff rally Sunday 
in Oakland, her hometown, and a 
town hall in Iowa later next week.

“The core of  my campaign is the 
people,” Harris said at an afternoon 
news conference at Howard Univer-
sity, the historically black college 
she attended in the 1980s. “Nobody 

is living their life through the lens 
of  one issue. And I think what peo-
ple want is leadership that sees them 
through the complexity of  their lives 
and pays equal attention to their 
needs. Let’s not put people in a box.”

Harris’ campaign is already facing 
skepticism from some in the party’s 
liberal wing, who believe she has 
lurched to the left only in recent 
years as preparation for a presiden-
tial campaign. She has repeatedly 
come under scrutiny from liberals 

California Democrat could 
gain from state’s decision  
to hold earlier primary vote
By ASTEAD W. HERNDON
NEW YORK TIMES
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