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DEADLY STORMS SWEEP SOUTH: At  
least 18 reported killed as severe weather, 
tornadoes hit Georgia, Mississippi / A6
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SUPER BOWL 
TEAMS ARE SET »  
Falcons, Pats win 
in dominating 
fashion to set up 
showdown in 
Houston.   B1

RAINFALL PASSES 
ANNUAL MARK »  
Storms batter 
North Coast, 
triggering slides 
and toppling 
trees.   A3

Trump won’t release tax returns
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Patrick and Cathy McCarthy stand near a group of dead redwood trees on an adjacent property very close to their rebuilt home in Cobb on  
Tuesday. Lake County officials may require property owners to remove trees killed by the Valley fire in order to protect rebuilt homes.

Toppling time bombs
LAKE COUNTY » TREE REMOVALS Marchers 

ponder 
next step

More than 1 million people 
who turned out Saturday for 
women’s marches in all 50 states 
have put down their placards, 
taken off their pink hats and 
ended their chants after what 
was an extraordinary display of  
dissent against the Trump pres-
idency.

A critical question remains: 
What happens now?

The challenge facing the or-
ganizers is how to channel the 
resolve and outrage of  an or-
ganic protest into action that 
produces political change. That 
goal has eluded other popular 
movements, from Occupy Wall 
Street to Black Lives Matter. It 
is no less daunting now, given 
that Democrats were unable to 
defeat President Donald Trump 
in 2016 despite an emerging de-
mographic majority.

The organizers are try-
ing. Within minutes after the 
march in Washington ended at 
sundown Saturday, its leaders 
convened a four-hour pep rally 
and networking session called 
“Where Do We Go From Here?” 
On Sunday, Planned Parent-
hood held a training session for 
2,000 organizers on turning mo-
bilization into political action, 
with health care atop its priority 
list. David Brock, the Democrat-
ic activist, assembled a group of  
about 120 leading liberal donors 
in Aventura, Florida, to hear 
plans for lawsuits and other 
challenges to Trump.

Past movements rallied 
around one unifying cause: the 
Vietnam War, civil rights, the 
government bailouts and spend-
ing that helped create the Tea 
Party. On Saturday, marchers 
and liberal activists embraced 
a vast array of  issues, from re-
productive rights to mass incar-

Cindy Leonard and Cathy 
McCarthy are among 
hundreds of  people who 

lost their homes when the Val-
ley fire raged through south-
ern Lake County in September 
2015.

Now, as they work on 
rebuilding their Cobb Moun-
tain-area homes and lives, 
they have a new worry: Their 
efforts could be damaged 
by still-standing dead trees 
toppling over — either from 
stormy weather or on their 
own.

The fire burned 76,067 acres, 
killing millions of  trees, de-
stroying almost 2,000 struc-
tures and causing the deaths of  
at least four people. 

Since December, two homes 
have been damaged when 
fire-weakened trees broke and 
fell on them, said Lake County 
Supervisor Rob Brown. The 
identities of  those homeown-
ers have not been released. A 
construction worker’s truck 
also was smashed. 

Leonard, 50, and McCarthy, 
42,  had the trees on their prop-
erties evaluated, and the dead 

Where will all the circus animals go?

When Ringling Bros. and Barnum 
& Bailey folds its circus tents in May, 
about 400 people will be out of  a job. So 
will dozens of  animals.

The show’s famous elephants are 
already retired, now living out their 
days on the company’s conservation 
center in Florida. Some acts, like the 
dogs and the lions, are owned by their 
handlers and will remain with them. 
But the kangaroos, horses, camels, ti-

gers and others belong to Feld Enter-
tainment, the producer of  Ringling, 
which has said it will find them suit-
able homes. Stephen Payne, a spokes-
man, said in an interview this week 
that those locations have not yet been 
chosen, but that wherever the crea-
tures land will “have to meet our high 
animal care standards.”

Their options include zoos and 
private owners, but former circus 
animals often end up at the animal 
sanctuaries that dot the nation, which 
vary widely in quality. Those might 

not have much trouble taking in hors-
es or kangaroos, but tigers, bears and 
other large carnivores are anoth-
er matter. Failed roadside zoos and 
refuges, abandoned exotic pets and 
crackdowns on circuses have created 
a swelling menagerie of  wild animals 
that need homes — homes with lots 
of  land, lots of  food and proper enclo-
sures. Payne said Feld owns about 18 
tigers, which will likely join a steady 
stream of  big cats in search of  shelter.
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A Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey elephant pokes 
its head out of a train near the Capitol Power Plant in 
Washington.

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump has no intention of  re-
leasing his tax returns, his senior 
counselor said on Sunday, ruling 

out a step he had said he would take 
once an Internal Revenue Service 
audit was completed.

“The White House response is 
that he’s not going to release his tax 
returns,” the counselor, Kellyanne 
Conway, said in an interview on the 
ABC program “This Week.”

“We litigated this all through the 
election,” she added.

Last year, Trump became the first 
major-party presidential nominee 
in more than 40 years not to release 

his tax returns, and he would be the 
first president since the early 1970s 
to decline to release tax information, 
either through a summary or a full 
or partial return.

While Conway said that Trump 
had complied “with all the ethical 
rules” and “done everything” he 
needs to do to step away from his 
businesses, many ethics experts 
have taken the opposite view.

They argue that Trump has not 
done enough to separate himself  

from his business empire and guar-
antee that he will not be subject to 
conflicts of  interest while in office. 
They continue to call for the release 
of  his tax returns as a way of  evalu-
ating potential areas of  conflict.

On Sunday, Conway echoed an as-
sertion that Trump made this month 
when he argued that it was only the 
news media — not other Americans 
— who cared enough about his fi-

Aide says public doesn’t 
care, despite 220,000 
names on petition   
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Women resisting Trump 
seek to turn raw anger 
into real political change
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AND JONATHAN MARTIN
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President
Donald Trump

Where summer fires raged, dead trees pose an urgent threat to rebuilding

A field of stumps is all that remains of trees killed by the Valley Fire at 
the Middletown Trailside Nature Preserve along Highway 175.


