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TEACHERS MAKE A DEAL: 
Los Angeles public school 
teachers union reaches 
tentative agreement to end 
weeklong strike. / A7

INSIDE

Senate to vote on funding bills

WASHINGTON — The Senate will 
hold competing votes Thursday on 
President Donald Trump’s proposal 
to spend $5.7 billion on a border wall 
and on a Democratic bill that would 
fund the government through Feb. 8 

without a wall. It will be the first 
time the Senate has stepped off the 
sidelines to try to end the monthlong 
government shutdown.

The procedural move by Sens. 
Mitch McConnell of  Kentucky, the 
majority leader, and Chuck Schum-
er of  New York, the Democratic 
leader, is the first time the parties 
have agreed to do virtually anything 
since the shutdown began Dec. 22. 
With most Republicans united be-
hind Trump’s insistence that any 
legislation to reopen the government 
include money for a border wall and 

most Democrats 
opposed to the 
linkage, neither 
measure is ex-
pected to draw the 

60 votes required to advance.
That means Friday is likely to 

come and go without action to end 
the shutdown, forcing 800,000 federal 
workers to go without a paycheck for 
the second time this month.

But there was hope that the votes 
could usher in a more cooperative 
phase in a crisis that has so far been 
marked almost entirely by parti-

san posturing; if  both measures fall 
short the votes could add new ener-
gy to efforts to negotiate a bipartisan 
compromise. With the shutdown 
now in its fifth week, the pressure 
is growing on both parties to reopen 
the government.

“People are saying, isn’t there a 
way out of  this mess? Isn’t there 
a way to relieve the burden on the 
800,000 federal workers not getting 
paid? Isn’t there a way to get govern-
ment services open first and then de-

Chamber to weigh Thursday 
competing measures seen as 
unlikely to end shutdown
By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG  
AND JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
NEW YORK TIMES
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Mitch  
McConnell
Senate majority 
leader has not 
taken up bills 
passed in House

INSIDE
Report finds FBI 
hampered by 
shutdown  / A2

INSIDE
Supreme Court 
leaves protections 
for DACA recipi-
ents in place / B1

Court 
allows 
military 
limits

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court on Tuesday 
allowed President Donald 
Trump’s broad restrictions on 
transgender people serving in 
the military to go into effect 
while the legal battle continues 
in lower courts.

The justices lifted nationwide 
injunctions that had kept the ad-
ministration’s 
policy from 
being imple-
mented.

It reversed 
an Obama-ad-
ministration 
rule that would have opened 
the military to transgender men 
and women, and instead barred 
those who identify with a gender 
different from the one assigned 
at birth and who are seeking to 
transition.

The court’s five conservatives 
— Chief  Justice John Roberts 
Jr. and Justices Clarence Thom-
as, Samuel Alito Jr., Neil Gor-
such and Brett Kavanaugh — al-
lowed the restrictions to go into 
effect while the court decides 
whether to consider the merits 
of  the case.

The liberal justices — Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Brey-
er, Sonia Sotomayor and Elena 
Kagan — would have kept the 
injunctions in place.

Trump surprised even his own 
military advisers in July 2017 
when he announced a sweep-
ing ban on transgender people’s 
military service via Twitter. He 
cited what he viewed as the “tre-
mendous medical costs and dis-
ruption.” The administration’s 

President’s restrictions 
on transgender troops  
can go into effect
By ROBERT BARNES  
AND DAN LAMOTHE
WASHINGTON POST
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Paul Matthews and Maria Cardamone visit with their goats Friday in a meadow on their property near Jenner, where their two llamas also used 
to roam. A mountain lion killed both animals, but the couple helped researcher Quinton Martins trap and tag the lion that did the damage. 

Tracking mountain lions
WILDLIFE » Scientists from Living with Lions program collar  
first specimen in west Sonoma County as conservation effort expands

WILLOW CREEK

It is no surprise that a mountain lion 
would choose to roam the sweeping 
wooded ranch near Jenner settled by 

Paul Matthews and Maria Cardamone.
The couple revels in the abundance 

of  wildlife, from bobcats to bears, that 
regularly crosses the 247 acres they call 
Willow Creek Ranch — a patch of  flat 
land on the verdant valley floor that 
rises swiftly to a steep redwood-cloaked 
ridge standing between them and the 
Sonoma Coast. 

But when a mountain lion made a 
meal of  Matthews and Cardamone’s two 
llamas earlier this month, killing the re-
tired pack animals in the fenced pasture 
alongside their house, it was a shock.

The slain animals were discovered 
early Jan. 6 when Matthews, 62, went out 
to feed their two large Saanen goats and 
the chickens and llamas the couple had 
adopted over the years. 

Though not exactly pets, the llamas 
were “lovely animals, really nice,” and 
served as kind of  guard animals for the 
others, Cardamone said. 

Unlike the two goats, the llamas 
disliked going in the barn at night and 
so stayed out in the pasture, where 
the mountain lion found them, easily 
clearing a fence intended to allow for 
the passage of  wildlife, principally deer, 
through the grounds.

Under state law, the couple might have 
applied for a depredation permit allow-
ing them to trap and kill the responsible AUDUBON CANYON RANCH / EGRET.ORG 

A 2½-year-old mountain lion dubbed P14 was cap-
tured, collared and released back into the wild.

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Petaluman to lead county CHP office

Longtime Petaluma resident Aristotle 
Wolfe, a captain in the California Highway 
Patrol, has been named the new command-
er of  the CHP’s Santa Rosa office, taking 
over at the helm of  one of  Sonoma Coun-
ty’s largest law enforcement entities.   

Wolfe, 47, began in the new post earlier 
this month, transferring from his previous 
role as commander of  the San Francisco 
CHP. His predecessor in Santa Rosa, Capt. 

Michael Palacio, retired 
after leading the office 
since 2015.

“I think it’s always nic-
er to be home and make a 
direct impact on the place 
you live,” said Wolfe, 
who has lived in Sonoma 
County for 20 years with 
his wife, Rayne, an author 
and former Press Demo-

crat reporter. “You couldn’t blow us out of  
here with dynamite. We love this town.” 

Wolfe is a 23-year veteran with the CHP 
who has worked in Southern California 
and across the Bay Area. He previously 
served as head of  the auto theft task force 
in Sonoma County, working with officers 

from various local agencies, including the 
Santa Rosa and Petaluma police depart-
ments.

“That’s where I really started to learn 
about the county,” Wolfe said of  the job he 
held for about four years, starting in 2004.  

His new role puts him in charge of  76 of-
ficers tasked with patrolling the county’s 
highways and unincorporated roads, a ju-
risdiction that stretches over most of  the 
1,768-square-mile region. Sonoma Valley 
east of  Trinity Road is covered by the Napa 
CHP.     

Wolfe, who grew up in northern Santa 
Barbara County, began his career with the 
CHP shortly after graduating in 1993 from 

By NASHELLY CHAVEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Aristotle  
Wolfe

20-year Sonoma County resident 
will head Santa Rosa team after 
performing similar duties in SF


