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Sonoma County’s surging 
economy finished 2014 on a 
strong note as unemployment 
dropped to a seven-year low in 
December, the state reported 
Friday.

The jobless rate declined to 
4.7 percent in December, down 
from 5.1 percent in November 
and 5.7 percent a year ago, the 
state Employment Development 
Department reported. It was 
well below state and national 
levels, at 7.0 percent and 5.6 per-
cent respectively.

“We’re continuing to see a 
strong economy,” said Ben 
Stone, executive director of  the 
Sonoma County Economic De-
velopment Board. Job growth, 
he said, has been broad based 
among the county’s business 
sectors.

Unemployment has not been 
this low in the county since De-
cember 2007, shortly before the 
downturn that would wipe out 
the jobs of  1 in 6 payroll workers 
here. More than 30,000 workers 
lost their jobs in a little over two 
years.

Since the trough of  the reces-
sion in early 2010, the local econ-
omy has regained 25,800 jobs, 
including 6,000 in the last year 
alone, according to EDD figures.

Among business segments, 
the professional and business 
service sector added 1,100 jobs 
in the last year. The sector, 
which includes a wide range of  
administrative, technical, man-
agerial and temporary posi-
tions, has seen job growth each 
month on a year-over-year basis 
for the past 2½ years, “so it’s 
going fairly strong,” said Janice 
Shriver, an EDD labor market 
consultant.

In the last year, the leisure 
and hospitality sector added 
900 jobs. Manufacturers of  non-
durable goods added 800 jobs, 
health care added 600, and pri-
vate education and construction 
businesses each added 500.

The county lost 1,800 jobs 
from November, bringing em-
ployment to 196,800. But that 
was not enough to cause a jump 
in the jobless rate because the 
number of  unemployed workers 
also declined from November by 
1,300 to 12,300.

The number of  unemployed 
“went down significantly, and 

Jobless 
rate hits 
7-year 
low
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Unemployment in county  
fell to 4.7% last month, far 
below state, US averages

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

MUSTARD’S BACK: JoJo Garcia sprays Round-Up between zinfandel vines Thursday at Garcia-Buchignani Vineyards 
on Dry Creek Road in Healdsburg. Near-record warmth is expected today, with a forecast of 72 degrees in Santa Rosa.

County in for  
a warm weekend

N ear-record temperatures in the low 
70s are expected today and Sunday in 
Santa Rosa, creating ideal conditions 

for enjoying the great outdoors but also adding 
to concerns that California could be in for an 
even longer drought.

Today’s forecast high of  72 degrees would 
fall just short of  the record of  73 degrees, 
while Sunday’s projected high of  71 is a ways 
off the 76-degree record. Both records were set 
last year, the hottest in state history and the 
third year in the now four-year drought.

The sun will have to burn through dense 

morning fog, likely thwarting new records, 
AccuWeather meteorologist Brian Edwards 
said.

Though the springlike temperatures may 
elicit dread among water managers and some 
in agriculture — not to mention some sea-
sonal anxiety in the rest of  us — several local 
officials advised that residents take the winter 
warmth in stride. 

Get out and enjoy it, said Caryl Hart, Sonoma 
County’s Regional Parks director, recommend-
ing weekend outings to little-used park destina-
tions on the coast and in Sonoma Valley.

Ranger Bob Birkland at Annadel State Park 
in Santa Rosa said the 5,000-acre park will 

SPRINGLIKE FORECAST

High-pressure ridge over West Coast pushes up temperatures 
and propels storms north, prolonging drought now in 4th year
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In SF, 
Jeb Bush 
previews 
2016 run

SAN FRANCISCO — Jeb 
Bush previewed the ideas at the 
heart of  his likely presidential 
campaign, delivering a sweep-
ing address here Friday about 
the economy, foreign affairs and 
energy exploration, and chal-
lenging the country to question 
“every aspect of  how govern-
ment works.”

In his first major speech since 
stepping into the 2016 presiden-
tial sweepstakes in December, 
the Republican former Florida 
governor spoke confidently and 
in significant detail about the 
broad range of  issues begin-
ning to shape the campaign for 
the White House. Bush signaled 
he would offer the country the 
“adult conversations” he said 
are lacking in Washington and 
would focus on people who have 
been left out of  the economic re-
vival.

“Sixty percent of  Americans 
believe that we’re still in a re-
cession,” Bush said. “They’re 
not dumb. It’s because they are 
in a recession. They’re frustrat-
ed, and they see a small portion 
of  the population on the econo-
my’s up escalator. Portfolios are 
strong, but paychecks are weak. 
Millions of  Americans want to 
move forward in their lives — 
they want to rise — but they’re 
losing hope.”

Bush was sharply critical of  
Washington — not only of  Pres-
ident Barack Obama, but also of  
the Republican-controlled Con-
gress — saying there were too 
many “academic and political 
hacks” with “hard-core ideolo-
gy” who are running the coun-
try without making progress.

“They’re basically Maytag 
repairmen,” he said. “Nothing 
gets done.”

Bush added, “It is time to 
challenge every aspect of  how 
government works — how it 
taxes, how it regulates, how it 
spends — to open up economic 
opportunity for all.”

Jeb Bush
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Former Fla. governor turned 
presidential hopeful delivers 
speech at auto convention

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

DAMAGE DONE: Caltrans personnel view the collapsed span of the 
Willits bypass bridge Friday. For more photos, see pressdemocrat.com.

Searching for clues in bypass collapse

A day after a section of  the 
Willits Highway 101 bypass col-
lapsed, injuring five construction 
workers, government officials be-
gan what could be a monthslong 
investigation to determine why 
the structure gave way.

“There’s a lot of  activity,” Cal-
trans spokesman Phil Frisbie Jr. 
said as investigators from Cal-

trans and the state Occupational 
Safety and Health agency combed 
through a mass of  splintered 
wood, twisted metal and concrete. 

Frisbie said he does not know 
how long it will take to determine 
why the partially built 150-foot 
span collapsed nor how long it 
will be before Cal-OSHA allows 
Caltrans to clean up the mess and 
resume work on the mile-long 
viaduct, the longest bridge in the  
5.9-mile project.

As part of  its investigation, 
Cal-OSHA will be talking to the 
contractors, Caltrans and wit-
nesses. Investigations can take 
weeks or months, and the agency 
has up to six months to complete 

the investigation for this incident.
“They will take their time and 

make sure their investigation is 
thorough,” Cal-OSHA spokesman 
Peter Melton said.

The collapse is just the latest in 
a series of  events — including pro-
tests, lawsuits and regulatory is-
sues — that have plagued the Wil-
lits bypass project and increased 
its price tag by millions of  dollars 
to an estimated $275 million.

“This project can’t catch a 
break,” Willits City Councilwom-
an Holly Madrigal said. She said 
some in the community have told 
her the project seems to have “bad 
juju.”

State could take months to 
determine what went wrong 

at Willits construction site
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