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Wall funding is ‘off the table’
IMMIGRATION » Schumer’s offer for border security funds
rescinded; Supreme Court to review DACA case
By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Senate negotiators found themselves back at
square one on immigration on Tuesday, as the Senate Democratic leader
withdrew the biggest gesture he had

made to strike a deal: an offer to fully
fund President Donald Trump’s proposed wall at the Mexican border.
“The wall offer’s off the table,” the
leader, Sen. Chuck Schumer of New
York, told reporters at the Capitol a
day after senators overcame an impasse to end a three-day government
shutdown.

Schumer’s decision to renege,
made on Sunday but revealed publicly on Tuesday, marked another
turn in the fluid debate over how to
shield from deportation hundreds
of thousands of young immigrants
brought to the country illegally as
children. As part of a deal to end the
shutdown, Sen. Mitch McConnell,
the majority leader, promised what
he called a “fair and open” immigration debate on the Senate floor.
But just when that debate will hap-

pen, and what legislation will serve
as its starting point, was unclear on
Tuesday. Several bipartisan groups
were meeting to try to address the
fate of the young unauthorized immigrants, known as Dreamers, but
the withdrawal of Schumer’s offer
brought a fresh round of partisan
recriminations that could threaten
those nascent talks.
“If he wants a solution, that’s a
TURN TO IMMIGRATION » PAGE A2
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CUSTOMERS » STICKER SHOCK

Pot prices rise 42% as
bevy of taxes kicks in

October fires snagged
plan to carve city into
several electoral districts
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Jesse Knapp of Santa Rosa, left, looks to purchase products Monday at SPARC Cannabis Clinic in Santa Rosa. Prices of cannabis have risen as a
result of several new taxes that have gone into effect, causing a bit of sticker shock to those purchasing cannabis products.

2018 state, SR charges added to adult-use cannabis costs at dispensaries
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

C

alifornia hopes to rake in $1 billion
in annual tax revenues from
cannabis sales, and nowhere is
that more clear than at dispensary cash
registers.
It’s sticker shock for marijuana customers since Jan. 1, when clerks began
adding a whole slate of new taxes to both
medical and nonmedical pot purchases.
Industry experts have estimated the new
tariffs — cultivation, excise and sales
taxes — add up to a 40 percent increase
in the cost of pot this year versus 2017.

“The taxes are too high,” said Erich
Pearson, executive director of SPARC
dispensaries in Sonoma County and
San Francisco. “It’s all passed on to the
customer at the end of the day.”
Marijuana prices are expected to
plummet in California once large-scale
cultivation and manufacturing production gets underway and the above-board
supply expands. But it could take a year
or more for supply to drive prices down.
At SPARC’s dispensary Tuesday on
North Dutton Avenue in Santa Rosa,
contractor Jesse Knapp paid $120 for
TURN TO CANNABIS » PAGE A10

CANNABIS STICKER SHOCK
The cost for 1/8 ounce of cannabis flower from a
dispensary has spiked from 2017 to 2018 because of
additional state and city-imposed taxes and fees.
2018
Base price: $25
State flower tax: $1.14
State licensing fee: $0.02
State full panel testing: $1.16
Distribution fee: $3.75
Subtotal: $31.07
Excise tax: $4.67
Sales tax: $3.26
City tax: $0.93
Total: $39.93

2017
Base price: $25
Sales tax: $3.11
Total: $28.11

The wildfires that destroyed
3,000 homes in Santa Rosa have
delayed and complicated the
largest overhaul in city elections in at least a generation,
but they haven’t halted it.
The
seven-member
City
Council on Tuesday restarted
the process of crafting an entirely new system for electing
council members that is arguably fairer to the city’s growing
Latino population.
Instead of council members
being elected by the entire city,
or at-large, they’ll soon be elected from geographic districts,
much as members of the Board
of Supervisors represent separate areas of the county.
The council’s decision in August to make the switch came after an attorney alleged the city’s
Latino voters were disenfranchised because candidates they
prefer are rarely elected.
“The circumstances of the
city have changed since last August, but the circumstances of
the law have not,” Mayor Chris
Coursey said.
In July, Malibu-based attorney Kevin Shenkman sent letters to the city and Santa Rosa
City Schools claiming the citywide election system has resulted in “racially polarized voting”
patterns that violate the California Voting Rights Act of 2001.
The council and school district both agreed to switch to
district elections to limit their
legal exposure, which has run
into the millions of dollars
for cities that have tangled
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Oscar nominations: #ItsAboutTime
ANALYSIS » Themes of films,
those up for awards, break
gender, racial barriers
By GLENN WHIPP
LOS ANGELES TIMES

LOS ANGELES — After years of
criticism, the hashtag for this year’s
Oscar nominations could be
#ItsAboutTime
Recently, “Shape of Water” star
Sally Hawkins listened as Guillermo
del Toro, the movie’s writer-director,
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described the plot of the lush, romantic fantasy, which revolves around a
mute female janitor in a 1960s government lab.
Punctuating his explanation that a
woman drives the entire story, Hawkins waited a beat and then said:
“It’s about time.”
The nominations for the 90th Academy Awards, which were announced
on Tuesday, contained a great many
“it’s about time” moments. Jordan
Peele, the mastermind of “Get Out,”
a social thriller about American racism, became the first African-Amer-
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ican to earn producer, director and
writer nominations for a single film;
the academy nominated a female
cinematographer, “Mudbound’s”
Rachel Morrison, for the first time in
its 90-year history; and Greta Gerwig
became just the fifth woman recognized as a director, feted for her wry,
observational coming-of-age story,
“Lady Bird.”
Gerwig also picked up a nomination for the film’s original screenplay,
a story that focused on a young womTURN TO OSCARS » PAGE A11
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Greta Gerwig, right, became just the fifth woman to
be nominated for best director for her coming-of-age
story “Lady Bird.”
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