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BROWN’S DEFIANT TONE: 
Governor says California 
will protect state’s illegal 
immigrants from Trump, 
Washington / B1
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No begging on Windsor medians
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Linda Payne inspects the site of a mudslide on Old Monte Rio Road and Santa Rosa Avenue on Monday near Monte Rio. Payne is red-tagged out 
of her home because of the slide and trees, which could topple in future storms.

After 2 weeks, residents 
‘just want to go home’

RUSSIAN RIVER SLIDES » 7 HOMES RED-TAGGED

County officials concerned collapsing hillside, trees still pose safety threat

President Donald Trump

Trump 
revives  
thwarted 
projects 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump sharply changed 
the federal government’s ap-
proach to the environment Tues-
day as he cleared the way for two 
major oil pipelines that had been 
blocked, and set in motion a plan 
to curb regulations that slow 
other building 
projects.

In his latest 
moves to dis-
mantle the lega-
cy of  his prede-
cessor, Trump 
resurrected the Keystone XL 
pipeline that had stirred years 
of  debate, and expedited anoth-
er pipeline in the Dakotas that 
had become a major flashpoint 
for Native Americans. He also 
signed a directive ordering an 
end to protracted environmental 
reviews.

“I am, to a large extent, an en-
vironmentalist, I believe in it,” 
Trump said during a meeting 
with auto industry executives. 
“But it’s out of  control, and 
we’re going to make it a very 
short process. And we’re going 
to either give you your permits, 
or we’re not going to give you 

Rick and Christine Smith are aching 
for solid ground again.

Forced from their hillside retreat 
west of  Guerneville by a Jan. 9 mudslide, 
the couple have bounced around for two 
weeks, taking shelter in one temporary 
abode after another.

“We just want to go home,” Rick Smith, 
a 69-year-old retired businessman,  

said Tuesday.
 The Smiths are among a dozen resi-

dents who were forced to leave their rural 
enclave above Highway 116 near Vacation 
Beach on the Russian River because of  the 
mudslide.

The hillside above the homes gave way 
the afternoon of  Jan. 9 following more 
than 24 hours of  heavy rainfall, sending 
a flume of  water, thick mud and uprooted 
trees cascading down through the forest 
along an established culvert between the 

houses. The mud oozed over Santa Rosa 
Avenue and Old Monte Rio Road, forcing 
the closure of  both thoroughfares at that 
location.

No houses suffered structural damage 
as a result of  the slide. But Sonoma Coun-
ty officials red-tagged seven homes over 
concerns the mudslide and more trees at 
risk of  toppling pose lingering threats.

All sides agree that everyone has been 

Reveling in diversity 
and ‘La La Land’ 

LOS ANGELES — There are 
few things Hollywood loves 
more than celebrating itself  
and, true to form, the nomina-
tions handed out Tuesday for the 
89th Academy Awards reflected 
an industry happy to revel in its 
own glittering self-image. But 
they also revealed a 90-year-old 
tradition-bound institution em-
bracing the future with record 

levels of  diversity, both in demo-
graphics and format.

The effervescent, brightly col-
ored musical “La La Land” — a 
love letter to the city of  Los An-
geles and the movies themselves 
— danced its way to 14  Oscar 
nominations, including best 
picture, tying the all-time re-
cord held by “Titanic” and “All 
About Eve.”

One of  nine films to score a LIONSGATE FILMS

“La La Land,” a musical about showbiz in Los Angeles starring Ryan 
Gosling and Emma Stone, picked up 14 Academy Award nominations.

Panhandling in traffic medi-
ans, a sight that’s become com-
mon at some busy intersections, 
is about to get tougher in Wind-
sor.

The Town Council is cracking 
down on panhandlers who loiter 

in narrow traffic medians — de-
fined as less than 4 feet in width 
— not to outlaw begging, but be-
cause it’s unsafe.

Police Chief  Carlos Basur-
to said panhandlers endanger 
themselves by their proximity to 
moving traffic, while obstruct-
ing traffic signs and signals, and 
distracting motorists, increas-
ing the potential for crashes and 
traffic congestion.

Windsor officials said they 
don’t intend to infringe on a 
person’s constitutional right to 

panhandle, which is considered 
protected freedom of  speech.

“This ordinance is not in any 
way to prohibit them from ex-
ercising that right,” Basurto 
told the council. “It’s to prevent 
them from doing it in a place 
that’s unsafe.”

Courts in general have upheld 
laws restricting where panhan-
dling can occur, such as near an 
ATM, on public transportation 
or if  it interferes with traffic.

Council votes to prohibit 
panhandling on narrow 
strips near moving traffic
By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO MEDIANS » PAGE A9

Decision signals further 
shift from Obama’s  
environmental legacy
By PETER BAKER 
AND CORAL DAVENPORT
NEW YORK TIMES
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89TH ACADEMY AWARDS

OIL PIPELINES
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David Hud-
son, 64, with 
his dog Fes-
tus, accepts 
a drink from 
a motorist, 
while pan-
handling in 
the median 
on MacFar-
lane Way at 
Hembree 
Lane, in 
Windsor on 
Monday.
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