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NO MOLESTATION 
CHARGES: Monte Rio 
therapist instead will be 
charged with supplying 
pot to minor, DA says / A4

INSIDE

Fires’ health hazards studied

Anyone who endured the Oc-
tober firestorms remembers 
the choking smoke followed by 
weeks of  air that was acrid and 
irritating, while the surround-
ing world felt toxic after wild-
fires laid waste to 137 square 

miles of  Sonoma County.
A research team from UC Da-

vis now hopes to find out what, 
if  any, potential health haz-
ards may have resulted from 
the incineration of  more than  
5,100 homes and all they con-
tained: cleaning products, 
paints, pesticides, electronics 
packed with rare earth ele-
ments, synthetic building mate-
rials, fuels.

The two-year investigation 
will focus on components in the 
smoke as the fires burned, as 

well as those left in the air and 
ash once the flames had roared 
through. 

Researchers also plan to test 
the post-fire environment for 
any new chemicals that may 
have resulted from the trans-
formation of  existing materials 
under extremely high-tempera-
ture, low-oxygen conditions. 

The project is aimed, in part, 
at understanding the array of  
substances residents may have 
been exposed to by breathing 
or sifting through the remains 

of  neighborhoods afterward, as 
well as the potential health im-
plications.

It also is intended to inform 
the environmental health re-
sponse to future wildfires ex-
pected to proliferate in the ur-
ban-wildland interface as the 
climate shifts, researchers said.

In addition, online surveys 
and field interviews will be used 
to try to assess short- and long-
term health impacts among 
residents exposed to smoke in 
Sonoma County and neighbor-

ing areas. 
“We want to paint a picture of  

not only what happened in the 
moment, but also what’s hap-
pening now, with the cleanup 
and re-entry and the different 
phases as they unfold,” said 
Keith Bein, a scientist with the 
UC Davis Air Quality Research 
Center. “Because this is unprec-
edented. We don’t know what to 
expect.”

Led by Irva Hertz-Picciot-

TOXIC AIR » UC Davis 
researchers examine 
substances released 
By MARY CALLAHAN
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WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Wednes-
day he is “looking forward” to 
testifying under oath to Special 
Counsel Robert Mueller as part 
of  the probe of  Russian interfer-

ence in the 2016 election 
while also mounting a 
preemptive defense of  
potential obstruction ac-
cusations.

“I would love to do it, 
and I would like to do 
it as soon as possible,” 
Trump told reporters at the 
White House. “I would do it un-
der oath, absolutely.”

The president suggested he 
could be investigated for ob-
struction of  justice as part of  

the Russia investigation 
because he was “fight-
ing back” and reiterated 
there was “no collusion” 
between his campaign 
and Moscow.

“Oh well, ‘Did he fight 
back?’ ’’ Trump said, 

“You fight back, ‘Oh, it’s ob-
struction.’ ’’

Mueller’s team has told 
Trump’s lawyers in recent days 
they want to question the presi-
dent about the firing of  national 

security adviser Michael Flynn 
and FBI Director James Comey. 
They have also asked witnesses 
in recent weeks about wheth-
er Trump has tried to oust At-
torney General Jeff Sessions, 
whom he has publicly criticized.

The president suggested the 
interview could take place in the 
next two or three weeks and said 
he continued to consult with his 
lawyers. Trump has previously 

Trump: I’d speak to Mueller under oath
President seeks to avoid 
obstruction accusations
By JOSH DAWSEY  
AND DAVID NAKAMURA
WASHINGTON POST
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Trump says he’s 
open to path to 
citizenship 
for young 
undocumented 
immigrants / B1
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Doctor
gets up 
to 175 
years

LANSING, Michigan — The 
former sports doctor who ad-
mitted molesting some of  the 
nation’s top gymnasts for years 
under the 
guise of  medi-
cal treatment 
was sentenced 
W e d n e s -
day to 40 to  
175 years in 
prison by a 
judge who 
proudly told 
him, “I just 
signed your 
death warrant.”

The sentence capped a re-
markable seven-day hear-
ing in which more than  
150 women and girls offered 
statements about being abused 
by Larry Nassar, a physician 
who was renowned for treating 
athletes at the sport’s highest 
levels. Many confronted him 
face to face in the Michigan 
courtroom.

“It is my honor and privilege 
to sentence you. You do not 
deserve to walk outside a pris-
on ever again. You have done 
nothing to control those urges 

Former physician 
convicted of molesting 
Olympic gymnasts
By DAVID EGGERT 
AND MIKE HOUSEHOLDER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Marlene and Buzz McNaughton, visiting from Pittsburgh, choose a selection of locally produced wines Wednesday at Bottle Barn in Santa Rosa. 
Wine shipments in volume increased 1.3 percent last year, according to the Unified Wine and Grape Symposium.

Wine shipments up 1.3%
MARKET STRONG » Industry more competitive, with import sales on 
the rise; wholesale business, retailer consolidation leads to new strategies

SACRAMENTO

Wine shipments increased 1.3 per-
cent in the United States last 
year, continuing a more than 

20-year expansion for the sector even as it 
undergoes tremendous changes in the way 
wine is distributed and sold.

U.S. and foreign wineries sold approx-
imately 403 million cases in the United 
States last year, according to preliminary 

data released Wednesday by bw 166, a 
Santa Rosa consulting firm, at the Unified 
Wine and Grape Symposium, the largest 
wine industry trade show in North Amer-
ica.

Consumers spent $41.4 billion on wine at 
U.S. retail outlets last year, an increase of  
almost 3 percent from the previous year, 
according to Danny Barger, senior vice 
president at Nielsen. 

The data underscores the strength of  
the U.S. wine industry, although compe-
tition is increasing, said Mike Veseth, an 

economist and wine blogger. 
“The state of  the industry is strong,” 

Veseth said. 
“The wine market is going to get more 

and more competitive.”
Imports into the U.S. wine market rose 

3.5 percent last year, posing an increasing 
threat to American producers. Sales of  
rosé wines from France soared 43 percent, 
while sales of  foreign sparkling wines 
jumped 11 percent from 2016.

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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