
SANTA ROSA
High 67, Low 35
THE WEATHER, C8

Advice B7
Business B8
Classified D9

Comics B6
Crossword B7
Editorial A10

Lotto A2
Movies D6
Nation-World B1

Obituaries B3
Scoreboard C7
State news A5

SPENDING BILLS FAIL IN SENATE: Lawmakers 
now scrambling to forge a compromise to end 
the six-week-old government shutdown / B1
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artists bring their 
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in Santa Rosa.  D1

EMPIRE GIRLS 
BASKETBALL »  
Casa Grande 
squad, tied for 
first in division, 
beats American 
Canyon.  C1

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25, 2019 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

W I N N E R  O F  T H E  2 0 1 8  P U L I T Z E R  P R I Z E

Utility’s stock 
soars; outlook 
remains grim

With Cal Fire absolving PG&E for 
causing the fatal 2017 Tubbs fire, the 
company’s stock rebounded sharply 

Thursday even though investors and attorneys 
remain uncertain over the utility’s financial 
outlook and whether its expected bankruptcy 
filing is warranted. 

California’s largest utility said last week it 
would seek Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection 
from creditors on Jan. 29, citing $30 billion in 
potential damages related to active and poten-
tial lawsuits resulting from the 2017 and 2018 
California wildfires. 

On Wednesday, PG&E increased its estimat-
ed liabilities to between $75 billion and $150 bil-
lion, anticipating a federal judge soon will or-
der the company to take the expensive steps of  
inspecting its entire electrical grid and starting 
a broad vegetation management effort before 
the 2019 fire season in Northern California.

Despite the California Department of  
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Tubbs fire survivors disheartened by decision

Thousands of  people who lost their 
homes and much of  what made up 
their lives to the Tubbs fire with-

stood another blow Thursday when they 
learned that Cal Fire has cleared PG&E 
of  responsibility for the catastrophic 
blaze.

Tubbs fire victims were strongly rep-
resented among those suing the utility 

giant in the wake of  the October 2017 
firestorm, at least 18 major fires swept 
across Northern California, scorching 
137 square miles of  Sonoma County.

All those fires have since been 
attributed by the state to PG&E power 
equipment save one — the Tubbs, the 
most devastating and deadly. Investiga-
tors have pointed in that case to private 
electrical equipment on a Calistoga-area 
property owned by a 91-year-old River-
side woman and looked after by a local 
caretaker.

Many plaintiffs fear the new report 
puts millions of  dollars in potential 
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OUT OF THE 
ASHES: Fire 
survivor Will 
Abrams poses 
for a portrait 
holding part of 
a clay drum that 
he salvaged from 
the rubble of his 
Hidden Hills home 
that burned down 
in the Tubbs fire.
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Plaintiffs in lawsuit against 
PG&E fear report puts millions 
in restitution out of their reach
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Cal Fire report clears 
PG&E in Tubbs blaze

INSIDE
City and county 
officials ponder 
next steps / A3KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

FIRE STARTS: Cal Fire firefighters protect a structure at 1108 Bennett Lane and Highway 128 in Napa County close to the origin of the Tubbs fire on Oct. 8, 2017.  The 
house later burned to the ground. The home was among the first to catch fire. 

A private electrical system 
next to a Napa County 
home, not PG&E power 

equipment, ignited the deadly 
Tubbs fire that devastated San-
ta Rosa in 2017, the state’s fire 
service announced Thursday in 
a determination that upended 
widely held suspicions about 
the fire’s cause and reverberat-
ed from Wall Street to the West 
Coast.

Cal Fire’s long-awaited con-
clusion indicates the Tubbs fire 
was the lone 
major wild-
fire among 
18 that broke 
out during the 
2017 North-
ern California 
firestorm that wasn’t caused by 
PG&E’s electrical grid, accord-
ing to the state. 

The finding represents a sig-
nificant blow to thousands of  
fire survivors and local govern-
ments in the North Bay that 
sued PG&E hoping to recoup 
billions of  dollars in losses. 

The devastating Oct. 8, 2017, 
blaze erupted near Calistoga 
and swept across the Mayacam-
as Mountains into Santa Rosa, 
burning 36,807 acres, destroy-
ing 5,636 structures and killing 
22  people. It was the most de-
structive blaze in state history 
at the time, surpassed now only 
by the deadly Camp fire last 
year in Butte County.

Cal Fire’s report is the result 
of  a 16-month investigation that 
looked as much at what didn’t 
cause the fire as what did. In-
vestigators noted in the state’s 
report that the Tubbs fire de-
stroyed key pieces of  electrical 
equipment at the fire’s origin on 
a 10-acre property off Bennett 
Lane north of  Calistoga. Ex-
amining burn patterns, witness 
statements and other evidence, 
the lead investigator deter-
mined it “unlikely PG&E equip-
ment is responsible for causing 
the Tubbs fire.”
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PRIVATE SYSTEM: A Cal Fire report says the Tubbs fire started adjacent to a home at 1128 Bennett Lane in 
Calistoga. A privately owned wooden pole distributed power throughout the property, not PG&E equipment.

TUBBS FIRE » PRIVATE EQUIPMENT FOUND AT FAULT

Attorneys  
for survivors, 
government 
vow to fight 
after setback
By JULIE JOHNSON  
AND MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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TUBBS FIRE AT A GLANCE

4,651
Homes destroyed; 

5,636 structures in all

22
Deaths, all in 

Sonoma County

36,807 
Acres burned in Napa 
and Sonoma counties

$17 billion
Estimated liabilities, 

according to state


