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HOME CONDEMNED 
BUT STILL STANDING
Wheeler Street residents have 
waited for years for ‘unsafe’ 
house to be torn down B1
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Gov. Jerry Brown

Tax 
fight 

looms  
in state

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Jerry 
Brown orchestrated the success-
ful push for temporary sales and 
income taxes on Californians 
three years ago to help ease the 
state out of  recession and close 
a multibillion-dollar budget gap.

The financial crisis has passed 
and the economy is rebounding, 
but the fight over taxes is about 
to resume.

The Proposition 30 taxes are 
supposed to phase out by 2018. 
However, social welfare groups 
and Democrats in the Legisla-
ture, eager to expand programs 
that suffered cuts during the 
economic downturn, already 
are eyeing an extension, along 
with a host of  other taxes, from 
extending sales taxes to ser-
vices, increasing taxes on oil 
and tobacco, and even restruc-
turing Proposition 13 that strict-
ly limits property taxes.

They are likely to meet resis-
tance from Brown. Since return-
ing to Sacramento four years 
ago, the 76-year-old Democrat 
has successfully positioned him-
self  as a fiscal moderate with a 
firm hold on the state’s check-
book, an image that propelled 
him to another term that began 
this month.

He sold Proposition 30 to the 
voters as a temporary bridge 
to lead the state out of  reces-
sion with a quarter-cent sales 
tax through 2016 and higher 
income taxes on income above 
$500,000 through 2018. Labor-al-
lied groups want to extend the 
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Brown likely to resist efforts 
of Dems, agencies to extend 

taxes, add new ones

What will it cost?

ROSELAND ANNEXATION REPORT

A new city report estimates the costs and additional revenue expected from  
the annexation of Roseland: 

 ■ Area: 712 acres in five unincorporated county islands 
 ■ Residents: 7,000
 ■ Annual operating costs: $3.5 million, 20 new employees
 ■One-time costs (vehicles, equipment): $1.3 million. 
 ■ Annual taxes and other revenue: $2.8 million 
 ■Net annual budget impact: $733,000
 ■ Infrastructure costs (parks, roads, storm drains): $77 million

Photos by BETH SCHLANKER/ The Press Democrat

Rutilo Rebolledo sells Mexican ice cream from his cart in the Roseland area on Sunday. More photos online at pressdemocrat.com.

Annexing Roseland will cost Santa Rosa at least  
$3.5 million more per year to provide services such as 
police protection and require a long-term investment 

of  nearly $80 million in parks, roads and storm drains to 
bring the neighborhood’s infrastructure up to the same 
level as the rest of  the city.  

Those are the initial findings of  a new study on the costs 
of  bringing five unincorporated county islands totaling  
712 acres in the city’s southwest area within the city’s offi-
cial boundary. 

In the works for months, the study heads to the City 
Council on Tuesday for its first public presentation. The 
analysis is meant to help the council, which has made 
annexation of  the unincorporated county islands a priority, 
grasp the costs involved as it begins to set the city’s budget 
priorities next month. 

It is also likely to be a key document in upcoming nego-
tiations between the city and the county over how to divvy 
up the costs of  an effort the city has long skirted in part 
because of  the steep price tag but which many say it must 
now embrace.

“We’ve been talking about the annexation of  Roseland 
since I was a kid, and I’ll be 60 this year,” Mayor John Saw-
yer said. “It’s been a long time coming.”

About 6,400 people live in the 620-acre unincorporated 
area of  Roseland, while another nearly 600 live in smaller 
county pockets around Brittain Lane, Victoria Drive, West 
Hearn Avenue, and West Third Street. 

While the cost estimates can seem “a bit daunting,” Saw-
yer stressed that the infrastructure upgrades “will take de-
cades” to complete. Over that time, as the economic vitality 

ROSELAND ANNEXATION

Study: Plan will cost $80M for infrastructure, $3.5M yearly for services

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

TURN TO ROSELAND, PAGE A7

SANTA ROSA
High 71, Low 39
THE WEATHER, B8

Comics B6
Crossword B7
Editorial B4

Empire B1
Horoscope C5
Lotto A2

Movies B7
Obituaries B3
Scoreboard C4

Sports C1
State news A4
TV C5

‘BIRDMAN’ TOPS SAG AWARDS: Redmayne 
upsets Keaton for outstanding actor award; 
Moore honored for ‘Still Alice’ role / A2

©2015 
The Press 
Democrat

State ruling on Scouts triggers debate

When the California Supreme Court vot-
ed last week to prohibit state judges from 
belonging to nonprofit youth organizations 
that practice discrimination, Julia Kelety 
was not surprised.

The issue, which had been roiling 
through the legal community for the past 
year, had triggered vigorous debate, giving 

Kelety, a Superior Court judge in San Di-
ego County, time to prepare.

Committee chairwoman for Boy Scout 
Troop 24, she has already begun to consid-
er a successor before she begins cutting 
back her commitment to the 30 boys in her 
troop.

Although the court’s unanimous deci-
sion did not explicitly mention the Boy 
Scouts of  America, there was little doubt 
that it was the intended target. The orga-
nization, which lifted its ban on openly gay 
boys younger than 18, prohibits gay and 
lesbian adults from serving as staff or vol-
untary leaders.

“My hope is that the Boy Scouts will 
change its policy before the new rule is im-

JAMES ESTRIN/The New York Times 

The Boy Scouts now permits gay members 
younger than 18, like Pascal Tessler, above, but 
still bans gay and lesbian adults from serving.

California Supreme Court votes 
to ban judges from belonging 
to groups that discriminate

By THOMAS CURWEN
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Obama aims 
to improve 
ties in India

NEW DELHI — President 
Barack Obama and his Indian 
counterpart broke through a 
five-year impasse Sunday to 
pave the way for American com-
panies to build nuclear power 
plants here as the two countries 
sought to transform a fraught 
geopolitical relationship into a 
fresh partnership for a new era 
of  cooperation.

Opening a three-day vis-
it amid pomp and pageantry, 
Obama moved to clear away 
old disputes that have stalled 
progress toward an alignment 
between the world’s largest de-
mocracies, a goal that has elud-
ed the past three U.S. presidents. 
Few obstacles to that have been 
more nettlesome in recent years 
than the deadlock over nuclear 
power.

“Today we achieved a break-
through understanding on two 
issues that were holding up our 

By PETER BAKER 
and ELLEN BARRY
NEW YORK TIMES
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Thompson scores 31 points; Curry adds 22 points, 11 assists Sports


