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Behind Roseland Village in Santa Rosa, volunteers Kelli Kuykendall, Lisa Boehm and Jeff Travers, right, tally a homeless person on Friday as part of 
the 2019 Point-in-Time Homeless Count in Santa Rosa.

Every person counts
Santa Rosa and county officials, along with volunteers,  
conduct annual tally of city’s homeless population

Huddled under a white fleece 
blanket, a person slept on a long 
asphalt driveway early Friday 

morning next to the Roseland Commu-
nity Library in southwest Santa Rosa. 
A damaged wheelchair sat just a couple 
of  feet away, under a sign printed on 
the side of  the library that stated “No 
Trespassing.”

In the pre-dawn darkness, Sonoma 
County Sheriff’s Deputy Lisa Boehm 
saw the blanket move.

“There’s definitely someone there,” 
Boehm told the two other volunteers on 
her team participating in the county’s 

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO HOMELESS » PAGE A2

Santa Rosa 
Police Sgt. 
Jonathan 
Wolf, 
left, and 
Santa Rosa 
Mayor Tom 
Schwed-
helm check 
to see if 
anyone is 
sleeping in 
a car along 
Morgan 
Street in 
Santa Rosa 
during the 
tally Friday.

Stone charged with lying about emails

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump’s confidant Roger Stone was 
charged Friday with lying about his 
pursuit of Russian-hacked emails dam-
aging to Hillary Clinton’s 2016 election 
bid, with prosecutors alleging that se-
nior Trump campaign officials sought 
to leverage the stolen material into a 
White House win.

The self-proclaimed dirty trickster, 
arrested by the FBI in a raid before 

dawn at his Florida home, swiftly 
blasted the prosecution as politically 
motivated. In a circus-like atmosphere 
outside the courthouse, as supporters 
cheered him on and jeering spectators 
shouted “Lock Him Up,” Stone pro-
claimed his innocence and predicted 
his vindication.

“As I have said previously, there is no 
circumstance whatsoever under which 
I will bear false witness against the 
president, nor will I make up lies to ease 
the pressure on myself,” Stone said.

The seven-count indictment, the 

first criminal case in months in special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation, 
provides the most detail to date about 
how Trump campaign associates in 
the summer of 2016 actively sought the 
disclosure of emails the U.S. says were 
hacked by Russia and then provided 
to the anti-secrecy website WikiLeaks. 
It alleges that an unidentified senior 
Trump campaign official was “direct-
ed” to keep in contact with Stone about 
when stolen emails relating to Clinton 

LYNNE SLADKY / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Roger Stone, a former campaign adviser to President 
Donald Trump, walks out of the federal courthouse 
Friday following a hearing in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

By ERIC TUCKER AND CHAD DAY
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Cal Fire 
decision 
brings 
debate

Cal Fire’s long-awaited re-
port concluding the 2017 Tubbs 
fire started with a Napa Coun-
ty property owner’s electrical 
equipment, not PG&E power-
lines, has now become the focus 
of  contentious debate. 

Based on volumes of  eye-
witness reports, evidence and 
expert analyses, the 80-page in-
vestigative summary concludes 
with the lead investigator’s best 
theory, based on an analysis of  
what didn’t appear to have start-
ed the fire — and less clarity on 
what did.  

“They found the area of  ori-
gin. As far as how it started, we 
are not sure,” Cal Fire spokes-
man Scott McLean said. “It was 
electrical in nature, but so much 
damage was done.”

The Tubbs fire — which 
burned from Calistoga into 
residential Santa Rosa, kill-
ing 22 people and destroying  
5,636 structures — is the only 
wildfire among 18 major blazes 
that broke out in October 2017 
across Northern California that 
Cal Fire investigators didn’t attri-
bute to PG&E power equipment. 

The strongest rejection of  
Cal Fire’s findings Friday came 
from attorneys representing 
thousands of  people who lost 
their homes in the fires and the 
governments burdened with 
both fire response and recov-
ery who are suing PG&E in an 
attempt to hold the utility giant 
responsible for the fires and re-
coup billions of  dollars in losses.

They contend PG&E still 
could be liable for the Tubbs 
fire, which caused the bulk of  
the damage in Sonoma County 

TUBBS FIRE » Victims 
see challenges to lawsuit 
but mean to press on
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Government shutdown ends
END OF THE 
STANDOFF
Over 24 hours, a 
combination of 
economic threat, 
aviation walkouts 
and a political 
fury brought 
the shutdown to 
a grinding halt 
/ A7

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump agreed Friday to reopen 
the federal government for three 
weeks while negotiations continued 
over the nation’s southwestern bor-
der, backing down after a monthlong 

standoff failed to force Dem-
ocrats to give him billions of  
dollars for his long-promised 
wall.

The president’s conces-
sion paved the way for the 
House and the Senate to both 
pass a stopgap spending bill 
by voice vote. Trump signed 
it Friday night, restoring 
normal operations at a se-
ries of  federal agencies until Feb. 15 
and opening the way to paying the 
800,000 federal workers who have 
been furloughed or forced to work 

without pay for 35 days.
The plan includes none of  

the money for the wall that 
Trump had demanded and 
was essentially the same 
approach he rejected at the 
end of  December and Dem-
ocrats have advocated since, 
meaning he won nothing 
concrete during the impasse. 
Trump presented the agree-

ment with congressional leaders as 
a victory anyway, and indicated in a 
speech in the Rose Garden that his 
cease-fire may only be temporary: If  

Republicans and Democrats cannot 
reach agreement on wall money by 
the February deadline, he said he 
was ready to renew the confronta-
tion or declare a national emergency 
to bypass Congress.

“We really have no choice but to 
build a powerful wall or steel barri-
er,” Trump said. “If  we don’t get a 
fair deal from Congress, the govern-
ment will either shut down on Feb. 
15, or I will use the powers afforded to 
me under the laws and Constitution  

Trump announces deal 
to reopen for 3 weeks in 
surprise retreat from wall
By NICHOLAS FANDOS, SHERYL 
GAY STOLBERG AND PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES
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