
Fierce snowstorm paralyzes Northeast
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Passengers disembark a flight from San Diego on Thursday at the Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma County Airport in Santa Rosa

Another record year
With more travelers than ever passing through county airport, 

officials try to persuade other carriers to come on board
Panel: 

Coroner 
should be 
separate

Sonoma County needs to 
change how it investigates po-
lice shootings and other law 
enforcement-related deaths by 
separating coroner duties from 
the Sheriff’s Office and admit-
ting that the civil grand jury 
is not capable of  providing a 
robust, independent review of  
such incidents, according to 
a county-appointed task force 
formed after 13-year-old Andy 
Lopez was killed by a deputy.

But amid a conversation 
about how to do so Monday be-
fore the Community and Local 
Law Enforcement Task Force, 
several members of  the public 
who have attended nearly ev-
ery meeting during the panel’s 
yearlong existence expressed 
concern that the group’s work 
would not be bold enough and, 
at any rate, could be ignored by 
the Board of  Supervisors.

Part of  the frustration ap-
peared to emerge from listening 
to the panel address sometimes 
dizzying layers of  bureaucracy 
involved in questions such as 
how to separate coroner duties 
from the Sheriff’s Office and 
how to give legal authority to a 
civilian review board. Some peo-
ple said it sounded like the pan-
el could spend too much energy 
understanding what’s not pos-
sible instead of  proposing what 
could be changed.

But speakers also took the 
fact that the Board of  Supervi-
sors three months ago declined 
to read aloud the first interim 
recommendation to emerge 
from the panel — that Deputy 
Erick Gelhaus be removed from 
patrol duties — to mean that 
the ideas of  the 21-member task 
force’s would go unheeded by 

The Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma Coun-
ty Airport ended 2014 on a high note, 
setting another record for commer-

cial air traffic as airport officials try to woo 
other airlines to serve Sonoma County. 

After completing a $55 million runway 
improvement project in October, airport 
officials hope that a sixth straight year 
of  growth will help entice a new airline 
to begin service to destinations east of  
California. 

But with small regional airports around 
the country competing for limited flights 
and airlines still wary about expansion, 
attracting service to Denver, Phoenix or 
Salt Lake City is proving to be difficult, 
said Airport Manager Jon Stout.

The airport is entering a critical period 
in its effort to court an airline. A $1.3 mil-
lion grant to offset an airline’s startup cost 
expires at the end of  the year. Any new 
airline would want to start a new service 
by summer, a peak air travel season, Stout 
said, so a deal would need to be in place in 
the next two months.

Stout, who has had multiple meetings 
with airline executives in the past few 
years, plans to have another round of  talks 
at an air travel development conference in 
Denver next month. He said he will tout 
the airport’s growing traffic and the newly 
expanded 6,000-foot runway that can ac-
commodate regional jets, but he said other 
airports including Monterey and San Luis 
Obispo are all vying for additional service.

“We’ll argue our case that they need 

Lopez task force also says 
civil grand jury not equipped 
to review police shootings
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NEW YORK — Tens of  mil-
lions of  people along the Phil-
adelphia-to-Boston corridor 
rushed to get home and settle 
in Monday as a fearsome storm 
swirled in with the potential for 
hurricane-force winds and 1 to 3 
feet of  snow that could paralyze 

the Northeast for days.
Snow was coating cars and 

building up on sidewalks and 
roadways in New York City by 
evening, and light snow was 
falling in Boston. Forecasters 
said the storm would build into 
a blizzard, and the brunt of  it 
would hit late Monday and into 
today.

As the snow got heavier, 
much of  the region rushed to 
shut down.

More than 7,700 flights in and 
out of  the Northeast were can-
celed, and many of  them may 

not take off again until Wednes-
day. Schools and businesses let 
out early. Government offices 
closed. Shoppers stocking up on 
food jammed supermarkets and 
elbowed one another for what 
was left. Broadway stages went 
dark.

“It’s going to be ridiculous out 
there, frightening,” said post-
al deliveryman Peter Hovey, 
standing on a snowy commuter 
train platform in White Plains, 
N.Y.

All too aware that big snow-

With blizzard looming, flights 
canceled, streets closed, 
residents ordered inside
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Pedestrians 
make their 
way through 
driving snow 
in midtown 
Manhattan 
in New York 
on Monday.
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SHRINKING DEFICIT: Growth 
will help budget deficit hit 
lowest level of  Obama 
presidency, CBO says / A6

ON THE RISE
Annual passenger loads 
have increased 190 percent 
since 2007 at Charles 
M. Schulz-Sonoma 
County Airport.

2007:  109,082
2008:  204,735
2009:  186,014
2010:  188,755
2011:  207,188
2012:  213,917
2013:  227,998
2014:  238,917
Source: Charles M. Schulz- 
Sonoma County Airport
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PLAN TO REOPEN 
PALM DRIVE
Proposal unveiled Monday 
includes new name, new 
specialties, 24-hour ER B1
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Newman overcomes deficit to beat Casa, regain share of NBL lead Sports

Push to change how doctors are paid

WASHINGTON — The Obama ad-
ministration on Monday announced 
an ambitious goal to overhaul the way 
doctors are paid, tying their fees more 
closely to the quality of  care rather 
than the quantity.

Rather than pay more money to 
Medicare doctors simply for every 

procedure they perform, the gov-
ernment also will evaluate whether 
patients are healthier, among other 
measures. The goal is for half  of  all 
Medicare payments to be handled this 
way by 2018.

Monday’s announcement marks the 
administration’s biggest effort yet to 
shape how doctors are compensated 
across the health-care system. As the 
country’s largest payer of  health-care 
services, Medicare influences medical 
care generally, meaning the changes 
being initiated by the administration 
will likely be felt in doctor’s offices 
and hospitals across the country.

There’s widespread agreement 

among policymakers that the U.S. 
health-care system needs to move 
away from rewarding doctors and 
hospitals for volume and focus more 
on the value of  the care being offered. 
Doctors currently get paid set fees for 
every procedure they perform, re-
gardless of  whether patients get bet-
ter.

In addition to improving patient 
care, the government also hopes to cut 
wasteful spending.

Medicare’s current payment sys-
tem, known as fee-for-service, cost tax-
payers $362 billion last year, between 
the program’s hospital insurance and 

Obama administration seeks 
to tie Medicare fees to quality, 

not quantity, of care
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