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US WINE SALES UP » North 
Coast wineries benefit as 2015 
shipments set record.  B8

WAVE RIDERS » Surfers know 
winter is prime time to head 
to Sonoma Coast beaches.  D1

RANCHO BOYS BEAT SR » 
Cougars battle back, hand 
Panthers 1st loss of season.  C1

Final design 
to reunite 
square OK’d

The final design for the reunifi-
cation of  Old Courthouse Square 
won unanimous approval from 
the Santa Rosa City Council ear-
ly Wednesday morning, a deci-
sion hailed by business leaders 
as a crucial step toward revital-
izing the economic heart of  the 
city and denounced by critics as 
denuding a verdant downtown 
park of  its cherished trees to 
build roads and parking spaces.

The decision, made shortly 
after midnight following testi-
mony of  dozens of  residents for 
and against the latest iteration 
of  the high-profile project, was 
punctuated with a group of  un-
abashed tree lovers storming 
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Sonoma County Supervisor Efren Carrillo pauses Wednesday after announcing his plans that he will not seek re-election later this year. 

Carrillo’s rise, fall in 
focus with exit plan

SEAT UP  
FOR GRABS
With Efren Carrillo’s 
announcement of his 
plans to step down  
from from his post 
as county supervisor, 
others have already 
stated their plans to 
replace him: 

 ■Noreen Evans, 60, 
attorney, former  
state senator and  
assemblywoman

 ■ Lynda Hopkins, 32,  
a Forestville resident 
and independent farmer

 ■  Eric Koenigshofer, 
65, a close Carrillo  
adviser and former 
county supervisor

Supervisor Efren Carrillo, who 
emerged eight years ago as an 
ambitious and omnipresent 

Sonoma County politician with eyes 
on statewide office before two alco-
hol-fueled arrests set back his rising 
political career, announced Wednes-
day that he will step down from his 
office representing the west county 
seat at the end of  the year.

Carrillo, who was appointed chair-
man of  the Board of  Supervisors this 
month, made the announcement in 
front of  an estimated 500 people in 

Rohnert Park at the annual State of  
Sonoma County breakfast, where 
he delivered a speech on the state of  
the local economy. He told the crowd 
that it is his “great honor to steer the 
board as chair during my eighth and 
final year serving as the 5th District 
supervisor.”

In a follow-up interview, Carrillo 
said his highly anticipated decision 
was driven by the arrival of  his 
newborn son and a desire to spend 
more time with his family. He also 
acknowledged the political turmoil 
he encountered after his arrests in 
2012 and 2013.

“I’ve had my fair share of  chal-

lenges, not only on this board, but 
also personal challenges to over-
come. I do my best to deal with 
those challenges on a daily basis,” 
said Carrillo, who entered a reha-
bilitation center for a five-week 
treatment program for alcohol ad-
diction after he bailed out of  jail 
in 2013. “When you’re running for 
election, a challenge of  running a 
successful campaign is you have to 
be able to commit fully. You have to 
be willing to give things up. Right 
now, for me, my priorities are my 
young family and representing this 

5TH DISTRICT COUNTY SUPERVISOR

Mired in controversy, would-be political star won’t seek re-election
By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Hundreds of protesters storm meeting 

Sonoma County business leaders on Wednes-
day morning heard two different messages about 
the local economy, one from a UCLA economist 
and the other from protesters who briefly but rau-
cously interrupted an annual breakfast meeting.

The economist, Jerry Nickelsburg, congratu-
lated an estimated 500 business people “on a very 
vibrant economy” here that in the past few years 
has enjoyed record job growth. Meanwhile, the 
protesters, some of  whom entered the Double-
Tree hotel ballroom in Rohnert Park where the 
breakfast was held, lamented that working peo-
ple in Sonoma County must contend with soaring 
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New 
chief 
chosen 
for SSU

Judy Sakaki, a senior admin-
istrator in the University of  Cal-
ifornia system, was named the 
first new president of  Sonoma 
State University in 24 years on 
Wednesday, succeeding Ruben 
Armiñana when he retires in 
June.

Sakaki, 62, will be the second 
female president in the school’s 
55-year history, and only its 
eighth president overall. She 
currently serves as vice pres-
ident for student affairs at the 
University of  California, where 
she works in the Office of  the 
President.

Sakaki becomes 2nd 
woman to hold position 
as university’s president
By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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“I’ve had my fair share of challenges, not only on this board,  
but also personal challenges to overcome.”
EFREN CARRILLO, 5th District Sonoma County supervisor who will exit at the end of the year
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SEIU members protest at Wednesday morning’s State of the County 
forum at the DoubleTree in Rohnert Park. 

Judy Sakaki

Jerry 
Nickelsburg
UCLA economist 
says the presence 
of protesters 
signals a stronger 
labor market in  
Sonoma County.
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