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State 
mulls 
pot tax 
decrease

After a disappointing year for 
cannabis sales and tax revenues 
in California, a group of  law-
makers and the state treasurer 
are proposing to temporarily 
slash taxes for marijuana busi-
nesses to stimulate the industry.

Growers and sellers had 
warned that the 
state’s onerous 
tax plan would 
force sellers to 
raise prices, 
keeping con-
sumers buying 
pot on the black 
market even af-
ter recreational 
sales began in 
2018. 

Those predic-
tions appeared 
to come true 
when the 2018 state tax haul 
came in a whopping $101 million 
short of  expectations.

“We need to do better,” Trea-
surer Fiona Ma said Monday 
at a press conference held at 
the capital announcing the bill. 
“This is anywhere from a $6 bil-
lion to a $20 billion industry in 
California. So we want to help 
them … get into the regulated 
market and come in from the 
gray market.”

East Bay Assemblyman Rob 
Bonta, D-Alameda, introduced 
the proposed law, Assembly Bill 
286, with three other lawmak-
ers. A similar bill proposed last 
year failed to garner widespread 
support in the Legislature.

Bill would reduce excise 
on cannabis companies 
from 15% to 11%
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Fiona
Ma
State treasurer 
wants to give pot 
firms a tax break.

KABUL, Afghanistan — Nego-
tiators for the U.S. and the Tali-
ban insurgents have reached 
“agreements in principle” on 
key issues for a peace deal that 
would end 17 years of  war in 
Afghanistan, the top U.S. envoy 
said Monday.

The statement by U.S. envoy 
Zalmay Khalilzad followed six 
days of  talks last week with 
the Taliban in Qatar, where he 
urged the Islamic insurgent 
group to enter into direct nego-
tiations with the government 
of  Afghan President Ashraf  
Ghani.

Ghani on Monday assured Af-
ghans that their rights will not 
be compromised in the name 
of  peace with the Taliban, who 
have been staging near-daily 
attacks against Afghan forces, 
causing scores of  casualties ev-
ery week. 

Their offensive has not let up 
despite the severe Afghan win-

US envoy: 
Progress 
in peace 
discussions

AFGHANISTAN

By RAHIM FAIEZ
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Bipartisan committee  
of 17 negotiating on 
border security package

WASHINGTON — The fate 
of  President Donald Trump’s 
$5.7 billion demand for a bor-
der wall is now in the hands of  
a 17-member bipartisan panel 
that includes some of  the most 
senior members of  Congress 
and, perhaps more tellingly, 
lacks the most vocal immigra-
tion hard-liners on Capitol Hill.

Under the agreement Trump 
reached last week with congres-
sional Democrats, a committee 
of  Republican and Democratic 
lawmakers from both cham-
bers — known as a conference 
committee — has until Feb. 15 to 
come up with a border security 
package.

During the 35-day shutdown, 
many Americans accused 

Trump and Congress of  acting 
like toddlers, with Trump insist-
ing that he had to have the wall, 
and Democratic leaders insist-

ing that they would not give him 
a penny for it.

Now, a group less dominated 
by ideology will be in charge.

One conference commit-
tee member, Sen. Jon Tester, 
D-Montana, departed from 
Democratic orthodoxy Monday 
when he told reporters that he 
would be in favor of  including 
some money for a wall in the 
border security package. Late 
last year, Tester and other Dem-
ocrats on the Appropriations 
Committee voted for a spending 
bill that included $1.6 billion for 
65 miles of  fencing along the 
border.

“What I hope can happen is we 
end up with a set of  broad-based 
measures to secure the border, 
including manpower, wall, tech-
nology,” Tester said. Noting that 
physical barriers already exist 
along roughly 600  miles of  the 

Dealmakers dominate budget panel

By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
NEW YORK TIMES
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Rep. Barbara Lee, D-Oakland, second from left, and Rep. Nita Lowey, 
D-New York, right, are members of a conference committee of lawmakers 
from both parties tasked with negotiating on border security funding.

STATE OF THE UNION
President Donald Trump will deliver 
annual address to Congress on Feb. 5 
amid budget negotiations / A8
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Without tourists and park rangers to discourage them during the government shutdown, northern elephant seals in Point Reyes National 
Seashore have expanded their pupping grounds south from Chimney Rock to Drakes Beach, where 50 females have given birth to 40 pups so far.

Reopened park receives 
many seals of approval

POINT REYES » LIFE AFTER THE US SHUTDOWN

Animals took advantage of absent crowds to nest on formerly busy beach

POINT REYES NATIONAL 
SEASHORE

The listless malaise com-
mon to many workplaces 
on Monday mornings was 

nowhere apparent among na-
tional park staffers, as workers 
returned from a 35-day layoff 
imposed on them by a political 
showdown 3,000 miles away.

Their email inboxes were 
brimming and the awaiting 
work load unmeasured, given 
150 miles of  back-country trails 
still to patrol for downed trees 
and other damage from recent 
winter storms.

But everywhere, people were 
clearly glad to be in uniform 
and back on the job after a long, 
uncertain and stressful wait.

A Monday morning meeting 
of  about 80 personnel just 
to check in and mark the 

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Government employees return to work Monday at the Bear Valley Visitors Center in the Point Reyes 
National Seashore after the federal government was shut down for a record 35 days over the new year. 


