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Healdsburg to revisit tasting-room limits
Some residents call for boosting
diversity of city’s businesses,
catering less to tourists
By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Healdsburg and wine seem inextricably
linked, but periodically the question comes up:
Are there too many tasting rooms for the town’s
own good?
With about 30 tasting venues scattered downtown, mostly within a block of the Healdsburg

Plaza, city officials again are pondering the
question.
City Councilman Shaun McCaffery sees “a
clear, positive association with wine and Healdsburg,” a synergy that adds vibrancy to the downtown and benefits restaurants and food-related
businesses.
But, he added, “I would say the majority of
residents that I talk to do not want any more
tasting rooms.”
It isn’t that the tasting rooms are being blamed
for drunken driving, or alcohol-related police
calls. In fact, the data presented this week at a

Tasting room
host Nick Ripes,
standing, on
Friday talks with
Barbie Halgren,
left, Kristen
Jenkins and
Jennifer Jones of
Washington, who
were visiting the
Windsor Vineyards
tasting room in
Healdsburg.
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“One of our guides in Petaluma and our volunteers actually found
a structure somebody had built about 20 feet up in a tree.”
MICHAEL GAUSE, coordinator of federal Continuum of Care Program for Sonoma County

Homeless head count

Marsha
Gastwirth

Donald
Mackenzie

SR plane
crash
victims
identified
Fountaingrove residents
were returning from
trip to Palm Springs
By PAUL PAYNE
AND CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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TAKING COVER: Individuals counted in Sonoma County’s annual homeless census Friday included men and women who slept under an overhang at the rear of the
California Welcome Center at Railroad Square in Santa Rosa. The man seen in the middle did not want to be identified.

Guides, volunteers team up to tally Sonoma County population
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A

CANVASSING DOWNTOWN: Taking part in Friday’s homeless
count in Santa Rosa were, from left, Asiya Powell, Terry Carroll-Beyak,
Darin Chong and Marti, who did not want her last name published.

siya Powell greeted an
acquaintance on a downtown Santa Rosa sidewalk
Friday morning, then leaned into
a companion clutching a clipboard
and a pen.
“This is one,” Powell said discreetly, ensuring the passerby was
included in this year’s census of
homeless individuals in Sonoma
County. “One female. Over 25.”
Continuing west through a light
rain to Old Courthouse Square,
where three men bundled in sleeping bags still slept in the shelter of
an awning and the slatted gazebo,

Powell, 41, told her own story of
divorce, unemployment and becoming homeless a few years ago.
Her familiarity with the community and its hidden niches made
her a helpful participant in this
year’s official point-in-time count,
now an annual attempt to obtain as
complete an accounting as possible
of the number of unhoused people
who call Sonoma County home.
The census is used, in part, to
assess and guide ongoing efforts to
address the county’s distressingly
large homeless rate, which is about
three times the national average,
said Jennielynn Holmes, director
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Bill would open single-person restrooms to all
Proposed state measure calling
for gender-neutral facilities
met with mixed reaction
By JONATHAN J. COOPER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SACRAMENTO — All single-person bathrooms in California would become genderneutral under legislation proposed in the
state Legislature.
Assemblyman Phil Ting, a San Francisco Democrat, says his bill would make
bathroom access more convenient and fair

for everyone.
“What we really want to do is have bathrooms be what they’re supposed to be about,
which is convenience, but also have them be
about fairness and safety,” Ting said Friday.
AB1732 would help transgender people,
parents with children of different genders,
and adults caring for aging parents without
putting much of a burden on businesses,
Ting said. The bill would not affect restrooms
that have multiple stalls.
Ting acknowledged that his bill would
prevent businesses with single-person restrooms from maintaining separate — cleanTURN TO RESTROOMS » PAGE A2

Federal aviation officials Friday began their investigation of
a single-engine plane crash near
the Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma
County Airport on Thursday
that killed two people on a flight
home from Palm Springs.
A sheriff’s spokeswoman
identified the victims as pilot
Donald Gordon Mackenzie, 69,
and Marsha Gail Gastwirth, 68,
both of Santa Rosa.
Friends
said
Mackenzie
owned a tech industry business
and was a board member of the
Pacific Coast Air Museum. Gastwirth was the owner of a wine
tourism business.
“It shocked us all. It was very
hard to take,” said Connie Reyerse, the air museum’s director
of operations. “He was fairly
close to many of us here.”
Larry Carrillo, a former museum board member, said the
longtime couple had flown from
Santa Rosa to Palm Springs on
Wednesday afternoon to take
care of business connected to
Gastwirth’s late father’s estate.
They were guests in Carrillo’s
second home there, he said.
On Thursday, Carrillo said he
drove the two back to the airport and they took off for Santa Rosa between 3:30 and 4 p.m.
The flight time in Mackenzie’s
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A gender-neutral bathroom is seen this month
in West Hollywood, which last year became
the first city in the state to adopt their use.
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