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From grave, slain priest asks mercy for killer

ST. AUGUSTINE, Florida — 
The Rev. Rene Robert devoted 
his life to helping society’s most 
troubled, working with drug 
addicts and criminals and even 
signing a “Declaration of  Life” 
that called for his killer to be 
spared execution in the event of  
his murder.

More than two decades after 
filing that document, his wish 
will be tested.

Robert’s body — shot mul-
tiple times — was found in the 
Georgia woods last year after a 
multistate manhunt led to the 
arrest of  Steven Murray, a re-
peat offender Robert had been 
trying to help for months. Police 
said Murray asked the 71-year-
old priest for a ride in Jackson-
ville, Florida, then kidnapped 
him and drove him across the 
state line. Days later, Murray 
led officers to the priest’s body, 
police said.

Prosecutors plan to seek the 
death penalty if  Murray is con-

victed of  mur-
der, citing the 
slaying’s aggra-
vated nature. 
That decision 
was based on 
the facts alone, 
Augusta Judi-
cial Circuit Dis-
trict Attorney 
Ashley Wright 
told the Associated Press.

“We don’t look at whether 
the victim is a priest, a nun, a 
philanthropist, a drug dealer or 
something else,” she said.

But Catholic officials from 
Georgia and Florida plan to 
protest Tuesday on the court-

house steps in 
Augusta, cit-
ing Robert’s 
own words op-
posing capital 
punishment.

“I request 
that the person 
found guilty of  
homicide for 
my killing not 

be subject to or put in jeopar-
dy of  the death penalty under 
any circumstances, no matter 
how heinous their crime or how 
much I may have suffered,” 
states the document Robert 
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MeL Konrad and Mark Burchill, right, look for birds Wednesday in a “Winging It Wednesdays” bird walk at Doran Regional Park in Bodega Bay.

Park system fetes 50 years
with special events galore

REGIONAL PARKS » Decades of growth leave county residents  
with 11,000 acres that many adore but not all are willing to fund

The supervisors who voted 
to create Sonoma Coun-
ty’s park system on this 

day 50 years ago could not have 
predicted the legacy of  their 
actions.    

The “Sonoma County 
Department of  Parks and 
Recreation” included a single 
park: Doran Beach at Bodega 
Bay. Its sole employee, Director 
Joe Rodota, earned a salary of  
$1,000 per month.

Today, Sonoma County Re-
gional Parks spans more than 
11,000 acres and includes  
56 parks, trails and beaches. 
The system has grown expo-
nentially from modest begin-
nings on Jan. 30, 1967, along 
with concerns for its sustain-
ability.

“Whether you are standing 
on the banks of  the Russian 
River, looking over the Santa 
Rosa Plain from north Sonoma 
Mountain or in the middle of  
the redwood grove at River-

front, parks connect us to what 
is essential, what is real and 
what is timeless,” Caryl Hart, 
the county’s current parks 
director, said last week. 

Regional Parks is celebrating 
its golden anniversary with a 
slew of  new and expanded pro-

grams this spring and summer. 
A hiking series includes 

events focused around treks 
with dogs, spotting raptors, 
and viewing sunrises and 
sunsets. There are a number of  
planned walks to check  
out wildflowers. The first is 

March 14 at Riverfront Region-
al Park.

Children will enjoy track-
ing wildlife May 7 at Doran, 
poking around for frogs and 
salamanders during the April 
2 “Amphibian Amble” at Ragle 
Ranch or tide pooling April 
30 in Gualala. The March 3 
“Trails for Tots” at Cloverdale 
River Park includes story-
telling, singalongs and craft 
making.

Fourth-graders and their 
families will have extra incen-
tive to visit county parks in 
June, when their admission fee 
will be waived.  

Special events include a Dia 
Del Niño (Day of  the Child) 
celebration April 29 at Spring 
Lake, backpacking on Sonoma 
Mountain and a Mother’s Day 
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Sonoma County Regional Park aide David Lacasse looks through a 
book to identify a particular type of sandpiper during a “Winging It 
Wednesdays” bird walk at Doran Regional Park in Bodega Bay.

ONLINE
For more information, go to 
sonomacountyparks.org

President Donald Trump

Trump 
walks 
back on 
entry ban

WASHINGTON — Travel-
ers were stranded around the 
world, protests escalated in the 
United States and anxiety rose 
within President Trump’s party 
on Sunday as his order closing 
the nation to refugees and peo-
ple from certain predominantly 
Muslim countries provoked a 
crisis just days into his admin-
istration.

The White House pulled back 
on part of  Trump’s temporary 
ban on visitors from seven coun-
tries by saying that it would not 
apply to those with green cards 
granting them permanent res-
idence in the United States. By 
the end of  the day, the Depart-
ment of  Homeland Security for-
mally issued an order declaring 
legal residents exempt from the 
order.

But the recalibration did lit-
tle to reassure critics at home 
or abroad who saw the presi-
dent’s order as a retreat from 
traditional American values. 
European leaders denounced 
the order, and some Republican 
lawmakers called on Trump to 
back down. 

It was not clear how many 
were still being detained at 
American airports or how many 
others were now blocked from 
getting on airplanes in the first 

White House relents 
after outcry, says green 
card holders are exempt
By PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Demonstrators turned out 
in force and on short notice at 
rallies across the country on 
Sunday to condemn President 
Donald Trump’s executive order 
restricting immigration.

Protesters amassed in large 
numbers in public spaces and 
at airports to oppose the order, 
which they assailed as un-Amer-
ican, even as the administration 
defended it as crucial to improv-
ing national security. The exec-
utive order, signed on Friday, 
stranded travelers around the 
world over the weekend and 
caused widespread confusion.

In Washington, protesters 
gathered by the thousands out-
side the front lawn of  the White 
House to show their disgust 

Airports 
become 
rally points
for protest
Actions across US
decry new border policy
By NIRAJ CHOKSH  
AND NICHOLAS FANDOS
NEW YORK TIMES
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