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GIRLS SOCCER » SR Panthers are thrashing rivals, 
but league structure to blame, says Benefield.  C1

BLACK DRESS OF COOKWARE » Cast-iron pans make 
your home cooking the hottest thing around.  D1
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Lee Reich joins her daughter, Stacey Lince, on Sunday inside Reich’s accessory dwelling unit, or “granny unit,” which was converted from a garage 
into a living space next to Lince’s home. Property owners last year applied for permits to add 118 secondary homes.

‘Granny units’ on rise
SANTA ROSA » More people applied to build accessory dwelling units  
in 2018 than the entire previous decade, new data shows

New data shows Santa Rosa received 
more applications to build “granny 
units” last year than it had in the 

entire preceding decade, evidence that the 
city’s efforts to spur housing just about 
any way it can is starting to yield results.

Property owners last year applied for 
permits to add 118 secondary homes, 
small living spaces adjacent to traditional 
single-family residences, according to new 
city data. The number of  applications was 
well above the previous record of  33 in 
2017 and exceeds the 85 applications for 
secondary homes from 2008 to 2017. 

Vice Mayor Chris Rogers recently 
touted the record application figure on 
Twitter and emphasized the “symbiotic 
relationship” between a homeowner with 
a secondary unit and the renter living on 
their property. 

By WILL SCHMITT
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Dan Coats

Trump, 
agencies 
divided 
on intel

WASHINGTON — A new U.S. 
intelligence assessment of global 
threats has concluded that North 
Korea is “unlikely to give up” all 
of its nuclear stockpiles and that 
Iran is not “currently undertak-
ing the key nuclear weapons-de-
velopment activity” needed to 
make a bomb, directly contradict-
ing two top tenets of President 
Donald Trump’s foreign policy.

Dan Coats, the director of  
national intelligence, also chal-
lenged Trump’s insistence that 
the Islamic State had been defeat-
ed, a key rationale for his decision 
to exit Syria. The terrorist group 
“still commands thousands of  
fighters in Iraq and Syria,” and 
maintains eight branches and 
a dozen networks around the 
world, the annual report to Con-
gress said.

Trump is expected to meet next 
month with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un in a second round of  
negotiations aimed at ridding the 
country of its nuclear weapons.

But Coats told the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee on Tuesday 
that “we currently assess North 
Korea will seek to retain its WMD 
capability and is unlikely to com-
pletely give up its nuclear weap-
ons and production capability.”

“Its leaders ultimately view 
nuclear weapons as critical to re-
gime survival,” Coats said.

Gina Haspel, the CIA director, 
said the North Korean govern-
ment “is committed to developing 
a long-range nuclear-armed mis-
sile that would pose a direct threat 

On North Korea and 
Iran, intelligence chiefs 
contradict Trump
By DAVID E. SANGER AND 
JULIAN E. BARNES
NEW YORK TIMES
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First asylum-seeker sent back to Mexico

TIJUANA, Mexico — A new Trump 
administration policy forcing certain 
asylum-seekers to wait in Mexico while 
their cases are processed in the Unit-
ed States took effect Tuesday, when  
U.S. officials ushered the first such mi-
grant through a Southern California 
border gate into northern Mexico.

The migrant, a 55-year-old man from 
Honduras, had applied for asylum in 

the United States after crossing the 
border from Mexico. Under the new 
policy, he will live in Mexico temporar-
ily, returning to the United States only 
for court dates pertaining to his case.

Dressed in a brown jacket and black 
cap, he looked dazed as he emerged 
late Tuesday morning on the Mexican 
side of  the border in Tijuana and was 
swarmed by scores of  reporters, pho-
tographers and television cameramen.

“I’m very tired,” he mumbled before 
being quickly spirited away in a van by 
Mexican migration officials.

The new policy, first announced in 
December by Trump administration 
officials, is a dramatic step in what they 
cast as an effort to rein in asylum fraud 
and illegal immigration. It represents 
a major shift from a long-standing 
practice that permitted most migrants 
who requested asylum to go free in the 
United States while they awaited the 
outcome of their cases.

U.S. officials said that under that 
policy, many asylum applicants would 
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Carlos Catarldo Gomez of Honduras, right, is the first 
person returned to Mexico on Tuesday to wait for his 
asylum trial date in the United States.

By PAULINA VILLEGAS  
AND KIRK SEMPLE
NEW YORK TIMES
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PG&E declares bankruptcy
BY THE NUMBERS 
$71.2 billion: PG&E’s assets 
$51.4 billion: Company’s debts
$130 million: Amount utility 
asked bankruptcy judge’s 
approval to pay employee 
bonuses
16 million: PG&E customers in 
Northern and Central California
24,000: Employees, including 
more than 700 in Sonoma 
County

Under the weight of  mounting 
liabilities tied to catastrophic 
wildfires, Pacific Gas & Electric 
Co. sought bankruptcy protec-
tion Tuesday to help maintain 

gas and electric services for its 
16 million customers and keep 
the company’s employees on the 
job.

The move, however, sets up an 
uncertain future for thousands 
of  people suing the utility in the 
wake of  deadly and devastating 
wildfires that have swept across 
Northern California over the 
past two years, including 17 in-
fernos in 2017 the state has said 
were sparked by PG&E equip-
ment. 

Though the state last 
week cleared PG&E of  
blame for starting the 
Tubbs fire in Sonoma 
and Napa counties, 
many who lost homes 
here said they still held 
the utility responsible, making 
Tuesday’s bankruptcy another 
unwelcome blow. They cited the 
utility’s documented failures to 
maintain its power grid and pre-
pare for significant weather-re-
lated events.     

“I’m disgusted,” said 
Eric Edenfield, who 
lost his Coffey Park 
home in the Tubbs fire 
and then sued PG&E 
for damage to his prop-
erty. “Who is looking 

out for us?”
The utility listed assets 

of  $71.2 billion and debts of   
$51.4 billion in its bankruptcy 
petition. Two weeks ago when 

Uncertain future for 
civil lawsuits against 
utility, now on hold
By JULIE JOHNSON  
AND KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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WHO WINS, 
WHO LOSES?
Bankruptcy 
creates doubt 
for creditors, fire 
victims / A7


