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PROTECTING BIRDS: State kicks in $5.5 million 
more for Petaluma’s Highway 101 bridge 
project to prevent cliff swallow deaths / B1
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AT A 
GLANCE
What: Sale of 
property known 
as La Campagna
Where: Near 
Kenwood, north 
of Highway 12
Size: 186 acres
Price: $41 million
Buyer:  
Tohigh Property 
Investment, 
subsidiary of 
Chinese developer

BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat

Kathy Pons, president of the Valley of the Moon Alliance, opposes development on the 186-acre La Campagna property near Kenwood. 
Aside from vineyards, the property is one of the largest pieces of undeveloped land left on the Sonoma Valley floor off Highway 12.

Resort may be revived
Chinese firm buys large Sonoma Valley parcel, including 

rights to develop it with vacation complex, winery, high-end homes

A large undeveloped property 
near Kenwood that was at the 
center of  a bruising land-use 

fight a decade ago has been pur-
chased by a Chinese real estate firm, 
raising both eyebrows and questions 
about the future of  the picturesque 
community in the heart of  Sonoma 
Valley.

The $41 million purchase, of  a  
186-acre site off Highway 12 near 
Lawndale Road, includes rights to 
develop a luxury resort and winery, 
along with a restaurant and almost a 
dozen high-end homes.  

It remained unclear this week what 
the new owner, Tohigh Property 
Investment, a subsidiary of  Chinese 
developer Oceanwide Holdings, in-
tends to do with the property.  

San Francisco attorney Paul 
Schrier, who’s representing Tohigh, 
declined to comment on the acquisi-
tion, calling it “premature.” 

The seller, Bob Piccinini, chairman 
and CEO of  Modesto-based Save Mart 
Supermarkets, was not available for 
comment.

It’s likely, however, that the devel-
opment could be revived after being 
stalled by the economic downturn 
and a lawsuit filed by a citizens group 
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Ocean study shows alarming pattern

Health 
firms end 
contract 
dispute

Ending a monthlong show-
down that left thousands of  
health plan members in Sonoma 
County wondering whether they 
would have to switch doctors, 
health care giants Sutter Health 
and Blue Shield of  California 
announced an agreement Friday 
on a new two-year contract.

The agreement, effective Sun-
day, ensures that Sutter hospi-
tals and doctors will continue to 
be participating providers in the 
Blue Shield network. It applies 
to all Blue Shield patients treat-
ed at Sutter, including members 
insured by Blue Shield’s HMO, 
PPO and Covered California 
plans.

Both sides apologized to 
health plan members for the un-
certainty and confusion caused 
by the protracted and strained 
negotiations, which erupted 
into public finger-pointing in 
early January. 

“We absolutely feel very sin-
cerely for our patients’ frustra-
tion,” said Karen Garner, a Sut-
ter Health spokeswoman at the 
company’s corporate offices in 
Sacramento.

Steve Shivinsky, a Blue Shield 
spokesman, also apologized for 
the impasse and said, “The im-
portant thing is that we were 
able to reach an agreement.”

Had the two sides not been 
able to reach an agreement, 
thousands of  Blue Shield mem-
bers in Sonoma County and 
many more across the state 
would have been forced to either 
dump their Sutter-affiliated doc-
tor or, if  possible, switch to an-
other health plan.

Local health insurance ex-
perts said such disagreements 

Sutter hospitals and doctors 
will remain in Blue Shield  
network under 2-year deal

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

New research on sea floor 
core samples collected from 
across the planet shows oxy-
gen levels in the world’s oceans 
plummeted as the last ice age 

came to an end, a discovery that 
sheds light on the speed and ex-
tent to which modern-day cli-
mate change could alter global 
marine environments with po-
tentially staggering results.

The study, made public this 
week by UC Davis Bodega Ma-
rine Laboratory, suggests ex-
pansive low-oxygen zones that 
characterized world oceans 
during a period of  melting ice 
sheets 10,000 to 17,000 years ago 
could be predictive of  a trend 

already underway, potentially 
leading to mass die-offs of  ma-
rine species and drastically dis-
rupted food systems.

“The potential for our oceans 
to look very, very different in 
100 to 150 years is real,” lead 
researcher Sarah Moffitt, a post-
doctoral scholar at the marine 
lab, said in a statement unveil-
ing the work.

The study was based on anal-
yses of  36 sedimentary cores 
drilled from sites along the con-

tinental edges in the Pacific and 
Indian oceans. The meters-long 
plugs of  sediment serve as re-
cords of  geochemical and biolog-
ical changes within ocean layers. 

They revealed extreme, rap-
id oxygen loss in every region, 
occurring in some cases over 
100  years or less but persisting 
for thousands of  years, Moffitt 
said.

As with the current period of  
climate change, the deglaciation 
period was a time of  increasing 

temperatures, surging levels 
of  carbon dioxide in the atmo-
sphere and rising sea levels, 
Moffitt said.

But “what we’re doing right 
now is much more extreme and 
abrupt and bizarre than these 
past events,” Moffitt said.

In an interview in her lab at 
the bluff-top research facility 
near Bodega Head, Moffitt said 
the study reflects volatility in an 
ocean environment most people 

Bodega lab unveils research 
on expansion of low-oxygen 
zones that threaten sea life

By MARY CALLAHAN
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White House parses language of terrorism

WASHINGTON — Twice this 
month, the White House has publicly 
grappled with the politically fraught 
language of  terrorism.

In the days after a deadly terror 
spree in Paris, President Barack 
Obama was criticized for purposely 

avoiding calling the attacks an exam-
ple of  “Islamic extremism,” settling 
for the more generic “violent extrem-
ism.” This week, the White House 
struggled to explain why the admin-
istration sometimes classifies the Af-
ghan Taliban as a terrorist organiza-
tion — and sometimes does not.

The rhetorical wrangling under-
scores the extent to which a president 
who pledged to end his predecessor’s 
war on terror is still navigating how 
to explain the threats that persist to 
the American public, while also being 
mindful of  the impact his words can 
have abroad.

“They do believe that part of  the 
roots of  terrorism comes from the 
way the United States acts and talks 
and is perceived globally,” said Trev-
or McCrisken, a professor at Britain’s 
University of  Warwick who has stud-
ied Obama’s foreign policy rhetoric.

The early January attacks on a 
French satirical newspaper and ko-
sher deli put a fresh spotlight on what 
Obama’s supporters see as his appro-
priately careful language and his crit-
ics see as overly cautious.

French Prime Minister Manuel 
Valls said the attacks that left 17 peo-
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PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS / Associated Press

President Barack Obama speaks Friday at the 
White House in Washington. His administration’s 
rhetorical wrangling on terrorism has drawn fire.

Critics say Obama’s descriptions 
of violence abroad are overly 
cautious, downplaying threat

By JULIE PACE
ASSOCIATED PRESS


