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GOP rule
off to a 
confusing 
start

WASHINGTON — It’s what 
congressional Republicans had 
long dreamed about: a majori-
ty in both chambers to advance 
conservative policies and a pres-
ident from the same party to 
sign them into law.

But the Trump White House 
isn’t turning out exactly the way 
they envisioned.

The GOP establishment is 
experiencing whiplash after 
a week of  President Donald 
Trump bulldozing through the 
norms of  policy and protocol 
— dashing off executive orders 
without warning, escalating a 
diplomatic crisis with the coun-
try’s closest southern neighbor, 
triggering global confusion with 
a new refugee policy and gen-
erally hijacking party leaders’ 
agenda and replacing it with his 
own.

Rather than the hoped-for 
collaborative new relationship 
between the White House and 
Congress, GOP officials com-
plain that Trump is brushing 
aside their advice, failing to ful-
ly engage on drafting tough leg-
islative packages on tax reform 
and Obamacare, and bypassing 
Congress by relying on exec-
utive actions, something they 
frequently complained about 
under President Barack Obama.

At the same time, Trump’s 
unilateral moves continue to 
blindside Republicans and di-
rect the national focus toward 

Republicans in Congress
say Trump’s orders leave 
them out of the process

By LISA MASCARO
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
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WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump fired his acting 

attorney gen-
eral Monday 
night after she 
defiantly re-
fused to defend 
his executive 
order that has 
closed the na-
tion’s borders 
to refugees 
and people 
from predomi-

nantly Muslim countries.
In an escalating crisis for his 

10-day-old administration, the 
president declared in a state-
ment that Sally  Yates, who 
had served as deputy attor-
ney general under President 
Barack Obama, had betrayed 
the Department of  Justice by 
announcing that Justice De-
partment lawyers would not 
defend Trump’s order against 
legal challenges.

Trump replaced Yates with 
Dana Boente, the U.S. attor-
ney for the Eastern District of  
Virginia, saying that he would 
serve as the nation’s top law 
enforcement officer until Con-

Sonoma County criminal de-
fense attorney Kristine Burk 
answered a call for lawyers to 
post themselves at Oakland 
International Airport. She 
spent the day working with leg-
islative staff members, other 
lawyers and activists trying to 
determine if  anyone had been 
detained there because of  the 
order. 

Sonoma State University lec-
turer Sakina Bryant set aside 
the class prep she’d planned to 
do Sunday and instead drove 
to San Francisco Internation-
al Airport to protest President 
Donald Trump’s executive 
order barring refugees and 
restricting immigration from 
seven predominantly Muslim 
countries. 

Santa Rosa acupuncturist 
Josh Margolis wrote “Nobody 
is Illegal” on a sign before hit-
ting the highway to spend hours 
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UNHAPPY CROWD: Protesters in Washington demonstrate Monday near the Capitol against President Donald Trump’s executive order banning entry to refugees and 
others from seven Muslim-majority countries.

Nation’s outcry grows

TURMOIL » Trump fires  
acting attorney general 
for bucking his order

ENGAGED » Why some 
North Bay residents 
joined airport protests

IMMIGRATION BAN

By MARK LANDLER 
AND MICHAEL D. SHEAR
NEW YORK TIMES
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DEMOCRATS SPEAK OUT: Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, D-Texas, left, House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-San Francisco, Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer of 
New York, Rep. Brenda Lawrence, D-Michigan, right, and other members of Con-
gress, hold small candles aloft in front of the Supreme Court on Monday.
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MAJOR SHIFT: Boy Scouts 
of America will accept 
applicants based on gender 
a parent selects, instead of 
birth certificate / A7

INSIDE

Expert: Forget transitional homes

Many of  Sonoma County’s 
key efforts aimed at addressing 
the local homeless crisis, includ-
ing transitional housing, sanc-
tioned homeless camps, tiny 
homes and safe parking sites, 
will do little to alleviate chron-
ic homelessness, said Iain De 
Jong, an internationally recog-
nized advocate for the homeless, 
during a conference Monday on 
homeless solutions.

Speaking bluntly with a mix 
of  humor and brutal honesty, 
De Jong, president and CEO of  
Canada-based OrgCode Con-
sulting Inc, which works with 

nonprofits on strategies and 
planning, challenged local gov-
ernment officials and homeless 
services providers to stop trying 
to “fix people” and simply house 
them.

“Homelessness has never 
been ended by a hut, or a camp-
ground or a safe parking spot. 
Never,” said, speaking on the 
first of  a two-day “Summit on 
Homeless Solutions” organized 
by the Santa Rosa Homeless 
Collective, a local consortium of  
homeless service providers and 
local government agencies.

The conference, held at the 
Spring Hills Community Church 
on Fulton Road, was advertised 
as a “meaningful conversation 

about ending homelessness.” At 
its core was the “housing first” 
model, an approach that seeks 
to provide permanent housing 
to homeless people as quickly as 
possible, and later provide sup-
port services as needed.

Under the model, homeless 
people with the gravest needs 
are prioritized first for services 
and no conditions are placed 
on them, such as requirements 
that people remain clean, sober, 
compliant and agreeable before 
they are granted housing. 

De Jong, a champion of  the 
housing first model, said pro-
grams aimed solely at prevent-
ing homelessness and teaching 
homeless people the life skills 
necessary to manage their hous-
ing are a waste of  time. 

HOMELESS SUMMIT » Nonprofit chief says only 
permanent housing will be effective for county
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Michael Campos, left, talks with Mandy Palmer at their tent at the Rose-
land Village homeless camp known as Camp Michela before heading to 
his job at North Coast Fisheries in Santa Rosa on Monday.


