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County plans to sue PG&E
OCTOBER WILDFIRES » Move marks 1st government
entity to challenge utility over alleged role in disaster
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sonoma
County
officials
said Tuesday that they will sue
PG&E over the October wildfires, becoming the first government entity to take on the utility
giant over its alleged role in the

historic infernos.
The county is seeking in its
planned lawsuit tens of millions
of dollars in damages to clear
debris, rebuild infrastructure
and develop safety measures to
prevent future disasters.
The move came about a month
after the Board of Supervisors

hired a group of private attorneys to represent them at a hearing to consolidate more than
100 similar suits from burnedout residents under a single San
Francisco judge.
Supervisors met in closed session Monday and voted 5-0 to authorize California Fire Lawyers
to sue Pacific Gas & Electric Co.,
claiming it is responsible for
blazes that scorched more than
137 square miles in Sonoma

County, where 24 people died
and 5,130 homes were destroyed.
The suit is expected to be filed
before the next court hearing in
late February. Lake, Mendocino
and Napa counties are expected to join, according to Sonoma
County Counsel Bruce Goldstein. Across the region, the
fires claimed 40 lives and nearly
6,200 homes.
“Unfortunately, we live in a
world where oftentimes nego-

Amid stark divide,
a message of unity
STATE OF THE UNION » DONALD TRUMP

tiations don’t begin until lawsuits begin,” Sonoma County
Board of Supervisors Chairman
James Gore said Tuesday. “At
the same time, you have to protect your rights.”
A PG&E spokeswoman said
she knew of the board’s decision
but stressed Cal Fire has not
completed an investigation into
the fires’ cause. Ken Pimlott,
TURN TO PG&E » PAGE A2

Mental
health
funds
to be cut
SONOMA COUNTY » 40
positions could be gone
despite need after fires
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Even as thousands of local
residents continue to deal with
the emotional and psychological
scars caused by last year’s devastating fires, Sonoma County
is planning multi-million budget cuts that would slash both
county staff rolls and funding to
nonprofits that provide mental
health and drug abuse services.
Barbie Robinson, the county’s director of health services,
said her department is looking at possibly eliminating up
to 40 staff positions. This is on
top of a previously announced
move to eliminate about 36 behavioral health staff vacancies
and cut ties with the temporary
workers that have been used to
fill some of those jobs, Robinson
said this week.
The department, which provides both mental health and
TURN TO CUTS » PAGE A2
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President Donald Trump pauses as he delivers his first State of the Union address Tuesday in the House chamber to a joint session of Congress in
Washington, as Vice President Mike Pence, left, and House Speaker Paul Ryan applaud.

President lays out agenda for immigration reform, infrastructure
INSIDE

By KAREN TUMULTY
AND PHILIP RUCKER

■ Analysis: Call
for unity comes
amid backdrop
of division / A9

WASHINGTON POST
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WASHINGTON
resident Donald Trump, whose first
year in office has seen near-constant
turmoil and division, claimed Tuesday that he has ushered in an ebullient
“new American moment” and issued a
summons for “the unity we need to deliver
for the people we were elected to serve.”
The conciliatory tone of Trump’s first
State of the Union address was sharply at
odds with the combative manner in which
he has conducted his presidency — and
with the tension evident between Republicans and Democrats in the Capitol, where
he spoke.
“Over the last year, we have made incredible progress and achieved extraordinary success,” Trump said. “… Through it
all, we have seen the beauty of America’s
soul and the steel in America’s spine.”
The president set an ambitious agenda
for his second year in office, from a $1.5
trillion plan to rebuild the nation’s crumbling infrastructure to a four-pronged immigration package to a pledge to reduce the

First lady
Melania Trump
talks with
Albuquerque
Police Officer
Ryan Holets
and his wife
before
Tuesday’s
address.
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prices of prescription drugs. His one-hour,
20-minute speech was the longest since
Bill Clinton’s State of the Union address in
2000.
The president laid out details of his immigration package, offering citizenship
for undocumented immigrants brought
to the United States as children, who are

known as “dreamers,” in return for increased spending on border security, including for his promised wall at Mexico’s
border; an end to the visa lottery; and limits on family reunification policies.
Trump sought to repurpose the term

Bone-deep
disease risk
emerges
Researchers get glimpse
at major cause of disease
By GINA KOLATA
NEW YORK TIMES

It has been one of the vexing
questions in medicine: Why is it
that most people who have heart
attacks or strokes have few or no
conventional risk factors?
These are patients with normal levels of cholesterol and
blood pressure, no history of
smoking or diabetes, and no
family history of cardiovascular
disease. Why aren’t they spared?
To some researchers, this
hidden risk is the dark matter
of cardiology: an invisible but
omnipresent force that lands
tens of thousands of patients
in the hospital each year. But
now scientists may have gotten
a glimpse of part of it.
They have learned that a bizarre accumulation of mutated
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