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Iron Horse Vineyards CEO Joy Sterling, left, and winemaker David Munksgard taste 2018 base wines for blending into their line of sparkling wines.

Wine sales track upward
VITICULTURE » Industry faces stiffer competition but remains strong

SACRAMENTO

Despite fears of  a slowdown, wine 
shipments in the United States 
increased by 1.2 percent in 2018, 

continuing an upward sales trend that 
began 24 years ago.

However, declining consumption and 

stiffer competition from other beverages 
may end the streak of  annual wine ship-
ment increases this year. 

The wine industry sold 405 million cases 
of  domestic and foreign wine last year, 
according to preliminary data released by 
consulting firm bw166 in Sacramento at 
the Unified Wine and Grape Symposium, 
the largest wine trade show in North 
America.

The value of  the wine sold in 2018 was 
3.7 percent greater on a wholesale basis 
over 2017, according to bw 166, further 
signifying the industry’s move to more 
premium wines, a market Napa and 
Sonoma county winemakers dominate in 
the U.S.“The tide is now receding a little 
bit. The tailwind that is behind us isn’t 

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Judge: PG&E broke probation 

SAN FRANCISCO — A feder-
al judge ruled Wednesday that 
PG&E had violated the terms 
of  its criminal probation over 
wildfire safety, but for the time 
being stopped short of  ordering 
massive changes in how the em-

battled utility manages fire risk.
One day after PG&E filed for 

bankruptcy because of  mount-
ing wildfire liability claims, U.S. 
District Judge William Alsup 
repeatedly lashed out at PG&E’s 
lawyers, questioning their com-
mitment to fire safety. But he 
said he would wait until PG&E, 
as required by a new state law, 
releases a detailed fire safety 
plan next week.

“Safety is not your No. 1 
thing,” he scolded the utility’s 
lawyers.

Interim Chief  Executive Of-
ficer John Simon attended the 
three-hour hearing but didn’t 
speak. He declined comment af-
terward.

“PG&E shares the court’s 
commitment to safety and 
agrees with the urgency that 
we all have to work together 
to reduce the risk of  wildfire 
throughout Northern and Cen-
tral California,” the company 
said in an emailed statement. 

Jurist questions utility’s 
commitment to fire 
safety, awaits new plan
By DALE KASLER
SACRAMENTO BEE
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A temporary 
streetlight on 
Jean Marie 
Drive switches 
on as a PG&E 
subforeman 
tests its photo-
cell in the Mark 
West Estates 
neighborhood 
of Santa Rosa. 
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Trump blasts US intelligence officials’ assessments on Iran

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump lashed 
out at U.S. intelligence offi-
cials Wednesday, calling them 
“extremely passive and naive” 
about the “dangers of  Iran” 
and pushing back on their as-
sessments of  the Islamic State 
and North Korea during a con-

gressional hearing.
In tweets, Trump offered 

what amounted to a rebuttal 
of  testimony on global threats 
provided to the Senate on 
Tuesday by a panel of  top offi-
cials from his administration.

Trump was most pointed in 
his pushback on the assess-
ment of  Iran. During testimo-
ny, officials said that Iran was 
not trying to build a nuclear 
weapon and was in compliance 

with an agreement forged 
during the Obama administra-
tion from which Trump subse-
quently withdrew the United 
States.

“The Intelligence people 
seem to be extremely passive 
and naive when it comes to 
the dangers of  Iran. They are 
wrong!” Trump wrote. “They 
are testing Rockets (last week) 
and more, and are coming 
very close to the edge. There 

(sic) economy is now crashing, 
which is the only thing holding 
them back. Be careful of  Iran.”

Trump added: “Perhaps In-
telligence should go back to 
school!”

In earlier tweets Wednesday, 
Trump claimed “tremendous 
progress” in destroying the Is-
lamic State and denuclearizing 
North Korea, seeking to count-
er less optimistic assessments 
by the intelligence officials.

Trump wrote that when he 
became president, the Islamic 
State “was out of  control in 
Syria & running rampant.”

“Since then tremendous 
progress made, especially 
over last 5 weeks,” Trump 
wrote. “Caliphate will soon 
be destroyed, unthinkable two 
years ago.”

During the Senate hearing, 

By JOHN WAGNER  
AND SHANE HARRIS
WASHINGTON POST
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Pilot 
from SR 
killed 
in crash

Jennifer Topper found her 
first passion fresh out of  Piner 
High School in 2002, when she 
joined the U.S. Navy and worked 
her way into a specialty job as 
a rescue swimmer, flying over 
the ocean in a military chopper 
and dropping into the water on 
a long line for search and rescue 
operations.

She was one of  few women in 
the role, and she told her cousin 
it just made her work harder.

But she loved it, and it 
sparked her desire to become a 
helicopter pilot, the passion she 
would pursue next, said Top-
per’s mother, Cherie Rader, of  
Santa Rosa.

On Tuesday, the freedom 
and thrill that came with flying 
turned to tragedy when a medi-
cal transport aircraft piloted by 
the former Santa Rosa woman 
crashed over southeast Ohio, 

Piner grad was flying 
medical copter that went 
down in frigid weather

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Jennifer Topper
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