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TELECOM WINDFALL: New 
startup Tibit Communica-
tions receives $13.8 million 
in outside funding from 
investors / B8

INSIDE

Indians 
purchase 
rehab 
center

The Salvation Army’s Lytton 
Springs rehabilitation center 
north of  Healdsburg has been 
bought by an Indian tribe that 
shares a name and a historic 
connection to nearby lands.

Escrow closed Tuesday on 
the $30 million purchase by the 
Lytton Band of  Pomo Indians, 
who have used proceeds from 
their lucrative East Bay casino 
to snap up close to 3,000 acres in 
Sonoma County, including the 
latest acquisition of  564 acres.

A spokesman for the tribe 
said there are no specific plans 
for the property owned by the 
Salvation Army since 1904. 
Among the possibilities, he said, 
are a resort hotel, winery and 
vineyards, but a casino is not in 
the cards.

“It’s the only thing that won’t 
be happening out there,” said 
tribal attorney and spokesman 
Larry Stidham, who noted the 
Lyttons signed an agreement 
with Sonoma County two years 
ago precluding them from 
building a casino anywhere in 
the county for at least 20 more 
years.

Stidham said the Salvation 
Army property has historical 
significance for the tribe be-
cause its 50-acre rancheria was 
just to the east across the rail-
road tracks. It was in existence 
from the 1930s until 1958, when 
the federal government dis-
solved more than 40 California 
rancherias in a move to assimi-
late tribes.

“It’s an amazing turn of  
events for this tribe. Not long 

Healdsburg Salvation 
Army sale could bring 
resort hotel, winery
By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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LYTTON SPRINGS
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Contractor Steve Behler, left, chats with Kyle Connaughton, owner of 
Single Thread Farms Restaurant & Inn in Healdsburg.

Single Thread Farms contractors claim not paid

Contractors working on one 
of  the country’s most anticipat-
ed restaurants, Single Thread 
Farms in Healdsburg, claim the 
owners have held back payment 
for final construction costs to-
taling nearly $400,000.

In papers filed this week with 
the Sonoma County recorder’s 
office, the contractors put liens 
on the property at the intersec-
tion of  North and Center streets 
that houses the ultra-high-end 
venture from chef  Kyle Con-
naughton and his organic farm-

er wife, Katina.
The papers name New York 

City real estate developer Tony 
Greenberg, who managed the 
multi-million-dollar project and 
heads its investor group, as well 
as the building’s owner, PCS 
LLC, run by Healdsburg wine-
maker Pete Seghesio.

General contractor Mike 
Behler, co-owner of  Santa Ro-
sa-based Behler Construction 
Co., claims Greenberg failed to 
pay him and 13 subcontractors 
a total of  $394,369 for work lead-
ing up to the Dec. 2 opening. 

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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A huge crowd energized to op-
pose President Donald Trump’s 
immigration policies descend-
ed on Santa Rosa City Hall 
Tuesday urging city leaders 
to declare the city a sanctuary 
for those living here without 
documentation despite the ad-
ministration’s threat of  federal 
funding cuts for cities that fail 
to cooperate with immigration 
agents. 

Much like the defiant crowds 
that took to city streets last 

month during the Women’s 
March, one of  the largest 
crowds to attend a City Council 
meeting in recent memory — 
possibly exceeding 200 people 
— packed the council chambers 
and spilled outside to demand 
the city protect residents seen 
as vulnerable to deportation 
under what many view as an 
increasingly capricious Trump 
presidency.

“We’re talking about families, 
workers in vineyards, restau-
rants and service industries, 

SAN FRANCISCO — San Francisco sued 
the Trump administration on Tuesday, 
charging that its crackdown on sanctuary 
cities violates the state rights provisions of  
the Constitution.

The filing in federal court comes less 
than a week after President Donald Trump 
issued orders putting cities and counties on 
notice that they would lose federal funding 
if  they did not start cooperating with immi-
gration agents.

The move has broad implications for Cal-
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Quenby Dolgushkin, lower left, joins dozens of other supporters of a City Council resolution to declare Santa Rosa a sanctuary city on Tuesday.

Sanctuary status urged

SR council to vote on becoming 
‘welcoming city’ on Tuesday

SF files suit, citing 
state rights violated

By KEVIN MCCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

By MAURA DOLAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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 ■ State lawmakers, 
including Senate Pres-
ident Pro Tempore 
Kevin de Leon, above, 
push legislation to 
transform California 
into ‘sanctuary 
state’  / A6

 ■House Speaker 
Paul Ryan stands by 
president’s executive 
order  / B1

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Tuesday 
nominated Judge Neil Gorsuch 
to the Supreme Court, elevating 
a conservative in the mold of  
Justice Antonin Scalia to suc-
ceed the late jurist and touching 

off a brutal, partisan showdown 
at the start of  his presidency 
over the ideological bent of  the 
nation’s highest court.

Trump announced his selec-
tion during a much-anticipated 
ceremony that unfolded at the 
White House in prime time. He 
described Gorsuch, a federal ap-
peals court judge based in Den-
ver, as “a man who our country 
really needs, and needs badly, to 
ensure the rule of  law and the 
rule of  justice.”

“Judge Gorsuch has outstand-
ing legal skills, a brilliant mind, 

tremendous discipline and has 
earned bipartisan support,” 
Trump said, standing beside 
the judge and his wife, Louise, 
as an audience of  White House 
officials and Republican law-
makers looked on. “It is an ex-
traordinary résumé — as good 
as it gets.”

But Democrats — embittered 
by Republican refusals for 
nearly a year to consider Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s choice 
to succeed Scalia and inflamed 

Justice choice sure to ignite battle

President 
Donald Trump 
shakes hands 
with 10th U.S. 
Circuit Court of 
Appeals Judge 
Neil Gorsuch, 
his choice for 
Supreme Court.

ANALYSIS
Neil Gorsuch 
mirrors late 
Antonin Scalia in 
philosophy / A9
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By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS  
AND MARK LANDLER
NEW YORK TIMES

SUPREME COURT » Dems 
vow showdown over 
Trump’s nominee Gorsuch
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