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Diversity gap lingers across county

Trump, 
Pelosi  
in battle 
of words

WASHINGTON — House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi declared 
Thursday that there’ll be no 
“wall money” in any compro-
mise border security deal as she 
and President Donald Trump 
signaled that congressional ne-
gotiators may never satisfy his 

demands for 
his cherished 
Southwest bor-
der proposal.

Trump, who 
in recent weeks 
has expressed 
indifference to 
whether the 
term “wall” or 
something else 
is used, clung 
with renewed 
tenacity to the 
word that be-
came his cam-
paign mantra, 
declaring, “A 
wall is a wall.” 
Yet in a series 
of  tweets and 
s t a t e m e n t s , 
he issued con-

flicting messages about what 
he’d need to declare victory and 
suggested that merely repairing 
existing structures along the 
boundary could be a major com-
ponent of  a triumph.

Amid signs that Trump’s 
leverage in Congress is atrophy-
ing, he seemed to aim one tweet 
at his conservative followers. He 
wrote that Democrats “are not 
going to give money to build the 
DESPERATELY needed WALL. 
I’ve got you covered. Wall is al-
ready being built, I don’t expect 
much help!”

Pelosi, D-San Francisco, left 

US cracks down on birth tourism

SANTA ANA — Dongyuan Li’s 
business was called “You Win USA,” 
and authorities say she coached preg-
nant Chinese women on how to get 
into the United States to deliver babies 
who would automatically enjoy all the 

benefits of  American citizenship.
Over two years, the now 41-year-old 

raked in millions through her busi-
ness, where mothers-to-be paid be-
tween $40,000 and $80,000 each to come 
to California, stay in an upscale apart-
ment and give birth, authorities said.

Li, who was arrested Thursday, is 
one of  20 people charged in the first 
federal crackdown on birth tour-
ism businesses that prosecutors said 
brought hundreds of  pregnant wom-
en to the United States.

Jing Dong, 42, and Michael Wei 

Yueh Liu, 53, who allegedly oper-
ated “USA Happy Baby,” also were 
arrested. More than a dozen others, 
including the operator of  a third such 
business, also face charges but are be-
lieved to have returned to China, the 
U.S. Attorney’s office in Los Angeles 
said.

While it isn’t illegal to visit the Unit-
ed States while pregnant, authorities 
said the businesses — which were 
raided by federal agents in 2015 — 
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Agents enter an Irvine apartment complex where 
authorities say a birth tourism business charged 
pregnant women $50,000 for lodging and services.

Ethnic diversity in Sonoma 
County continues to lag the 
more urban parts of  the Bay 
Area, but new regional demo-
graphic figures show the make-
up of  the county’s youngest gen-
erations could eventually close 

that gap.  
All of  Sonoma County’s nine 

cities have populations with 
white majorities, ranging from 
a high of  83 percent in Sebasto-
pol, with fewer than 8,000 resi-
dents, to a low of  55 percent in 
Santa Rosa, the largest city, with 
35 percent of  the county’s more 
than 500,000 residents.

Similarly, the gap between 
whites and Latinos, the next 
largest ethnic group, is the larg-
est in Sebastopol, which has a 
10 percent Latino population, the 

smallest share of  all the cities, 
followed by the city of  Sonoma, 
where white residents make up 
81 percent of  the population and 
Latinos account for 14 percent. 

Santa Rosa has among 
the highest share of  Latino 
residents in the county, at 
32  percent, and diversity in 
the school-aged population is 
far greater, with more than 
62  percent of  elementary-age 
students coming from Latino 
families — part of  a historic 
shift that remade California by 

the turn of  the century into a 
majority-minority state, with 
Latinos making up the largest 
ethnic group.

The demographic change in 
Sonoma County is making slow-
er inroads in the general popu-
lation, with the biggest shifts in 
diversity in places such as Santa 
Rosa, with a younger population 
than in Sebastopol, where the 
largest group of  residents skews 
older.

“Younger populations are 
generally more racially di-

verse,” said Christina Baker, 
associate professor and chair-
woman of  Sonoma State Univer-
sity’s Department of  American 
Multicultural Studies. “With 
Santa Rosa having a younger 
population than Sebastopol, on 
average, the racial demograph-
ics may correspond with these 
age demographics.”

Sonoma County’s demo-
graphics are essentially a tale 
of  two ethnic groups, as the 
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Russian River Brewing owners Vinnie and Natalie Cilurzo are looking forward to releasing Pliny 
the Younger at their Windsor location for the first time, in addition to their Santa Rosa brewery.

Pliny sensation 
returns to taps

Beermakers double  
supply of popular ale 
for SR, Windsor pubs

Managing one of  the biggest — and 
most anticipated — annual craft 
beer events in the United States, 

Vinnie and Natalie Cilurzo take nothing 
for granted.

Many years large crowds have waited in 
line for hours at their Russian River Brew-
ing Co. on Fourth Street in Santa Rosa to 
sample Pliny the Younger, a triple India 
pale ale widely regarded as one of  the best 
beers in the world. Now in its 15th year, 
the special beer release starts Friday and 
in past years has attracted about  
15,000 people over two weeks.

“Every year, we say maybe this will 
be the year that nobody comes,” Natalie 
Cilurzo said.

Fat chance. Already there was one man, 
Lindsey Waddell, an information securi-
ty consultant, sitting on a foldable chair 
outside the Fourth Street brewpub since 
11:10 Thursday morning, almost 24 hours 
before Russian River starts tapping Pliny 
the Younger Friday morning. Waddell said 
Thursday night it’s his third straight year 
at the front of  the line.

“There is nothing comparable I can 
think of  anywhere else in the country,” 
said Tom McCormick, executive director 
of  the California Craft Brewers Associa-
tion of  the yearly Pliny phenomenon.

This year will bring a greater challenge 
since Russian River will host the Pliny 
extravaganza at two brewpubs: its beloved 
downtown Santa Rosa pub and its new larg-
er $50 million Windsor brewery and restau-
rant, which holds about 200 customers 
inside and includes an outdoor beer garden 
that may be used, weather permitting.

The new brewery, which opened in 
October, enabled the Cilurzos and their 
team to boost production this year of  Pliny 
to about 350 barrels, more than double last 
year’s 160 barrels. Still, expect to stand 
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