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Gold Ridge Fire Protection Chief Dan George says he has concerns about the county’s current study about what to do regarding 
countywide fire services. “If they’re going to figure it out, they have to get it away from a group of 70,” George said. 

Furor over fire study
“I want to give the county and the process time to work but I’m skeptical.”

ERNIE LOVELESS, chairman of the Schell-Vista Fire Protection District 
and Sonoma County fire district association boards

An overarching study by Sonoma 
County administrators aimed at 
carving out the future of  fire services 

countywide is coming up against increas-
ing concerns and frustrations lodged by 
numerous high-ranking fire officials. 

Skeptical of  the study from the start, 
the fire chiefs say that while they hope for 
success, they fear the county has set up 
an unwieldy process that risks the strong 
chance this effort could become yet anoth-
er expansive county analysis leading to 
little or no change.

“I want to give the county and the pro-
cess time to work but I’m skeptical,” said 
Ernie Loveless, chairman of  the Schell-Vis-
ta Fire Protection District board and the 
board of  directors for the Sonoma County 
fire district association. “It appears to me 
they’re gathering lots of  data and stats that 
aren’t going to measure up to a whole lot in 
the overall picture.”

A leading concern is the size of  the 
study’s advisory committee, organized by 
the county for all comers as officials said 
they wanted to err on the side of  inclusion.

It now stands at 70 to 80 members, made 
up mostly of  officials from across the coun-

Chiefs express concern over panel’s size, uncertainty of county’s aims

STUDYING FIRE SERVICES

A study is underway of the 
county’s fire services network, 
which includes 21 independent 
districts, five city departments 
and 15 volunteer companies.
With a total budget of $82 million 
for fire services, the agencies last 
year responded to 55,000 calls 
from the county’s population 
of 495,000
The study’s advisory committee 
is made up of 70 to 80 members. 
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Jordan 
committed 
to anti-IS 
coalition

AMMAN, Jordan — Jordan 
remains “as committed as ever” 
to a U.S.-led military coalition 
against the Islamic State group, 
the kingdom’s foreign minister 
said Sunday, amid heightened 
fears for the life 
of  a Jordanian 
fighter pilot 
held by the mil-
itants.

Foreign Min-
ister Nasser 
Judeh spoke a day after another 
Islamic State hostage, Japanese 
journalist Kenji Goto, was pur-
portedly beheaded by the mili-
tants. The fate of  the two captives 
had been linked but a video of  
Goto’s purported slaying made 
no mention of  the pilot.

The killing of  47-year-old Goto 
shocked Japan which until now 
had not been directly embroiled 
in the battle against extremists.

“I feel indignation over this 
immoral and heinous act of  ter-
rorism,” said Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe. In a phone 
call with Abe, Jordan’s King Ab-
dullah II condemned the killing 
as a “criminal act.”

The failure to save Goto raised 
new concerns about the fate 
of  the pilot, Lt. Muath al-Kase-
asbeh. Jordan’s government re-
newed an offer Sunday to trade 
Sajida al-Rishawi, an al-Qaida 
prisoner, for the pilot. Al-Risha-
wi, a failed suicide bomber, fac-
es death by hanging in Jordan 
for her role in a 2005 hotel attack 
that killed 60 people.

The Islamic State group de-
manded her release last week, 
and in response Jordan offered 
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Official says kingdom in 
terror fight ‘for long haul’; 
pilot’s fate still unknown
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A LIFE FOREVER CHANGED: 
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in years after she lost legs, 
use of  arm in crash / B1
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WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama will propose a 10-
year budget today that stabilizes 
the federal deficit but does not seek 
balance, instead focusing on policies 
to address income inequality as he 

adds nearly $6 trillion to the debt.
The budget — $4 trillion in fiscal 

2016 — would hit corporations that 
park profits overseas, raise taxes on 
the richest of  the rich and increase 
the incomes of  the middle class 
through new spending and tax cred-
its. Obama will challenge the new-
ly elected Republican Congress to 
answer his emphasis on wage stag-
nation, according to congressional 
aides briefed on the details.

The central question Obama’s 
budget will pose to Congress is this: 
Should Washington worry about 

what may be the defining economic 
issue of  the era — the widening gap 
between the rich and everyone else 
— or should policymakers primarily 
seek to address a mountain of  debt 
that the White House hopes to con-
trol but only marginally reduce as a 
share of  the economy?

The president’s budget, thicker 
than a phone book in multiple vol-
umes, will be just the starting point 
for that discussion with Congress, 
representing his aspirations, not the 
final word. Criticism of  Obama’s in-
tentions arrived even before the bud-

get was presented.
“We’re six years into the Obama 

economic policies, and he’s pro-
posing more of  the same, more tax 
increases that kill investment and 
jobs, and policies which are hard-
ly aspirational,” Rep. Paul Ryan of  
Wisconsin, chairman of  the House 
Ways and Means Committee, said in 
an interview this weekend.

Obama’s spending-and-taxes plan 
foresees a $474 billion deficit, which 
would be 2.5 percent of  the gross 
domestic product, a level most econ-

Barack 
Obama
President’s budget 
will be starting 
point in talks 
with Congress

Obama plans for deficit, taxes detailed
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10-year budget to be proposed 
today includes spending, credits 
for middle class, levies on rich

Regulators prepare rules on payday loans

WASHINGTON — Troubled by con-
sumer complaints and loopholes in state 
laws, federal regulators are putting to-
gether the first-ever rules on payday 
loans aimed at helping cash-strapped 
borrowers avoid falling into a cycle of  
high-rate debt.

The Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau says state laws governing the 
$46 billion payday lending industry often 
fall short, and that fuller disclosures of  
the interest and fees — often an annual 
percentage rate of  300 percent or more — 
may be needed.

Full details of  the proposed rules, ex-
pected early this year, would mark the 
first time the agency has used the au-
thority it was given under the 2010 Dodd-
Frank law to regulate payday loans. In 
recent months, it has tried to step up 
enforcement, including a $10 million 
settlement with ACE Cash Express after 
accusing the payday lender of  harass-

Federal agency looking at ways 
to protect borrowers amid 

complaints, triple-digit interest rates

By HOPE YEN
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Maranda Brooks stands outside a payday loan 
business she once used in Cleveland. 


