
The Palm Drive Health Care Dis-
trict on Monday approved a $500,000 
loan to help its new hospital cover ex-
penses through February because the 
Sebastopol facility no longer has any 
startup funds and has not yet received 

reimbursements from Medicare.
The district board also took the 

first steps toward asking Sonoma 
County to give the Sonoma West 
Medical Center an emergency 
$1 million advance on its parcel-tax 
revenue for the same purpose.

Hospital officials made a desper-
ate and plaintive cry for help at the 
meeting Monday night, raising fa-
miliar fears that hospital was once 
again in danger of  closing. The meet-
ing drew about 100 people, many of  
them standing in a room that seated 
only about 50.

“There’s not enough money to 
pay the payroll this week,” said Gail 
Raborn, a Sebastopol resident who 
was active in the campaign to open 
the medical center, which replaced 
the former Palm Drive Hospital.

The district supports the hospital 
with parcel-tax revenue — about 
$1 million a year of  the $3 million it 
bills district residents annually. But 
hospital supporters on Monday said 
more is needed because of  delays in 
getting Medicare and private insur-
ance reimbursements.

The urgency of  that plea was 

tempered by a growing indignation 
among those who say the district 
cannot afford to make such pay-
ments because it is currently nav-
igating bankruptcy and has other 
outstanding debts.

“If  it gave another million and 
a half, the district would be broke. 
They need that money,” said Dan 
Northern, a Forestville resident who 
questioned the loan.

Northern said the district needs 
the money to pay off $2  million in 
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BIG WIN IN GOP: Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, with wife Heidi, addresses supporters Monday in Des Moines, Iowa. Cruz sealed a victory in the Republican Iowa caucuses.

Cruz trumps rivals
Trial 
in triple 
slaying 
begins

Up to $250,000 in cash that was 
stolen from victims of  a 2013 tri-
ple homicide in Forestville was 
hidden at a Denver-area ranch 
and never recovered, prosecu-
tors said Monday.

The revelation came during 
opening statements in the trial 

of  Mark Wil-
liam Cappello, 
49, of  Central 
City, Colo., who 
is charged with 
three counts 
of  murder in 
what’s been 
called a pot 
deal gone bad.

Prosecutor 
Spencer Brady 
said Cappello 

— known to friends by the nick-
name Cowboy — shot his would-
be business partners each once 
in the head when they met at a 
Ross Station Road cabin to com-
plete the deal.

Cappello gave up to 80 pounds 
of  stolen pot to two co-defen-
dants before fleeing across the 
country with a Brazilian pass-
port, Brady said. He kept the 
money for himself, hiding it at 
his brother Michael’s ranch, the 
prosecutor said.

Brady showed the nine-wom-
an, three-man jury a picture of  
the bundled bills taken by one of  
the victims, Todd Klarkowski, 
43, of  Boulder, Colo., a week be-
fore he was slain. Cappello, who 
was hired to drive the pot from 
California to the East Coast, 
also killed former Sebastopol 
resident Raleigh Butler, 24, who 
brokered the deal, and stock 
broker and investor Richard 
Lewin, 46, of  Huntington, N.Y., 
Brady said.

“That money and any other 
money involved in the purchase 
has not been found,” Brady said 

Feds will review SF police tactics

The Justice Department an-
nounced Monday that it will 
conduct a sweeping review of  
the San Francisco Police De-
partment, looking at everything 
from episodes involving the use 
of  force to officer training and 
stops of  civilians.

The review was requested 
by Edwin Lee, San Francisco’s 
mayor, after police officers fa-
tally shot an African-American 
man, Mario Woods, 26, on a city 
street on Dec. 2. Mobile phone 
video of  the shooting was made 
public, prompting protests and 
calls for the police chief’s resig-
nation.

“This will be a very in-depth 
analysis,” said Noble Wray, who 
heads the federal office respon-
sible for the review. “It is a tre-
mendous asset to law enforce-
ment for the Justice Department 
to come in and provide technical 

assistance.”
San Francisco is the latest big 

city over the past year to have a 
federal review of  its police de-
partment, after Chicago, Balti-
more, Philadelphia and Milwau-
kee.

The inquiries into the depart-
ments were prompted in part 
by the deaths of  African-Amer-
icans at the hands of  police 
officers, and by the release of  
cellphone videos recorded by 
bystanders that called into ques-
tion the circumstances and fre-
quency in which police officers 
shoot people.

Because San Francisco sought 
the federal review, following the 
recommendations of  the Justice 
Department’s Office of  Commu-
nity Oriented Policing Services 
will be voluntary.

But if  San Francisco fails to 
make changes quickly enough, 
the Justice Department could 
sue to force an overhaul, as it 
has done in nearly two dozen 
cities in recent years.

Mobile phone videos of  
Woods’ shooting were dissem-
inated online; some of  the foot-

District OKs funds for Sonoma West

DES MOINES, Iowa — Republicans picked a 
Washington outsider over a New York outsider 
in their caucuses Monday night in Iowa, while 
Democrats battled to a virtual tie.

The results in both parties reflect Iowans’ 
deep distrust of  Washington, but also they sug-
gest that more establishment candidates may 
still have a path to their parties’ presidential 
nominations.

Sen. Ted Cruz of  Texas rode a wave of  conser-
vative religious support and a strong campaign 
organization to defeat Donald Trump and a sur-
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IOWA CAUCUSES » Clinton, Sanders race too close to call; Trump, 
Rubio round out GOP top three; O’Malley, Huckabee drop out

Racial tensions on rise 
after black man’s fatal 
shooting by officers

DEMOCRATS BATTLE:  Democratic presidential candidates Hillary Clinton and Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
I-Vt, attend caucus night rallies Monday in Des Moines, Iowa. Clinton and Sanders battled to a virtual tie.
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