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‘PEANUTS’ FOR SALE?  
New York company may 
unload majority stake in 
iconic comic brand created 
by Charles Schulz / B8

INSIDE

January 
rainfall 
breaks 
records

Santa Rosa got a soaking in 
January with 18.96 inches of  
rain, breaking records that date 
back more than a century.

“It kind of  blew (the record) 
out of  the water,” said Steve 
Anderson, a National Weather 
Service meteorologist based in 
Monterey.

January’s soggy onslaught 
also pushed the season total 
since Oct. 1 to 37.38 inches, more 
than one inch above the histor-
ical average of  36.28  inches for 

Santa Rosa. 
There are still 
eight months 
remaining in 
the rain year, 
Anderson said, 

noting that significant precipi-
tation often falls not only during 
winter but also in March and 
April.

And more rain is on the 
way, with showers expected on 
Thursday and another storm 
due on Friday bringing heavy 
rain during the morning com-
mute, Anderson said.

The weather is expected to 
dry out over the weekend, fol-
lowed by more rain next week.

“We’re keeping an eye on that 

SR an inch above  
historical average with 
another storm coming
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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The Trump administration on 
Wednesday fired a warning shot at a 
perennial adversary, declaring that 
it was “putting Iran on notice” after 
a recent ballistic missile launch, and 
threatening the Iranian government 
with unspecified reprisals.

“As of  today, we are officially put-
ting Iran on notice,” said Michael 
Flynn, the national security adviser, 

making his debut in the White House 
briefing room to read a terse state-
ment that was almost as critical of  
the Obama administration as it was 
of  Iran.

“The Trump administration con-
demns such actions by Iran that 
undermine security, prosperity and 
stability throughout and beyond the 
Middle East, and place American 
lives at risk,” he declared.

Flynn said the missile test was 
the latest in a series of  provocative 
actions by Iran and violated a Unit-
ed Nations Security Council resolu-
tion restricting its ballistic missile 
program — something the Iranians 
deny. Flynn did not specify how the 
United States would respond, al-

though other officials have said the 
White House is weighing sanctions 
and other measures to counter Irani-
an initiatives throughout the Middle 
East and the Persian Gulf.

His blunt tone — and lack of  spe-
cifics — offered an early sign of  how 
President Donald Trump plans to 
deal with Iran: pushing back against 
Tehran on multiple fronts and leav-
ing all options, including military 
action, on the table.

Flynn singled out Iran’s support 
for Houthi rebels in Yemen, who re-
cently attacked a Saudi naval vessel.

To that end, Defense Department 
officials said they have been direct-
ed to explore ways the United States 
can challenge Iran in Yemen, where 

the Houthis have been battling Saudi 
Arabia and other U.S. allies.

“In these and other similar activi-
ties,” Flynn said, “Iran continues to 
threaten U.S. friends and allies in the 
region.”

At a subsequent official briefing, 
a senior administration official said 
the White House was considering a 
range of  options — and he did not 
rule out military force. 

But he also said the administra-
tion, in its second week, did not want 
to be premature or rash in how it 
confronted Tehran.

The challenge for the adminis-
tration in contemplating economic 

US threatens Iran over missile
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By MARK LANDLE 
AND THOMAS ERDBRINK
NEW YORK TIMES

Flynn says Mideast country 
‘on notice’ over test, latest 
of its provocative actions
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 ■GOP rams 

though Cabinet 
nominees / B1

 ■ Trump scolds 
Australia over 
refugees / B1
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Dyan Jones stands over an assortment of clothing as she looks for necessities, while Santa Rosa public works personnel clean up the homeless 
encampment from the Sixth Street overpass at Morgan Street in Santa Rosa on Wednesday.  

Encampments cleared 
from 101 overpasses

Neighbors pleased with cleaned concrete; some transients plan to return

SANTA ROSA » HOMELESSNESS

Homeless people camp-
ing at three downtown 
Santa Rosa Highway 

101 overpasses, some for weeks, 
moved out Wednesday morning 
as city public works crews and 
police moved in to give the area 
a deep cleaning. 

The effort cleared the side-
walks of  the Ninth, Sixth and 
Fifth streets’ Highway 101 over-
passes that had become unsanc-
tioned shelters for a few dozen 
people in recent weeks. They’d 
hunkered down during the 
nights and often throughout the 
day, their belongings eventually 
blocking sidewalks to the extent 

residents complained and asked 
the City Council for action.

Wednesday’s cleaning came 
the day after a two-day “Sum-
mit on Homeless Solutions” in 
downtown Santa Rosa and just 
five days after an annual count 
of  the county’s homeless pop-
ulation. While those numbers 
have not been released, officials 
estimate 2,000 people are living 
without permanent shelter in 
Sonoma County as a whole, a 
homelessness rate higher than 
San Francisco and three times 
the national average of  about 
18  homeless people per 10,000 
people in the general popula-
tion.

By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Sierra snowpack 
deepest since 
1995 / B1

Deric Glenn, with the Santa Rosa public works department, pressure 
washes the sidewalk at the Sixth Street overpass at Morgan Street, 
which used to be a homeless encampment, on Wednesday.

Michael
Flynn


