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MENDOCINO COUNTY » 1979 COLD CASE

DNA match adds to
missing girls’ mystery
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ON TAP: Russian River Brewing
is readying the release of its
sought-after Pliny the Younger.

Getting
ready for
Pliny the
Younger
SANTA ROSA » Friday
kickoff will draw crowds
after highly desired beer
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THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Mendocino County Sheriff Tom Allman announces Tuesday that the remains of two girls, Kerry Ann Graham, pictured from left, and Francine
Trimble, who went missing in 1978, were identified recently by DNA. The remains were found west of Willits in July 1979.

New evidence from remains reveals identities, but questions still linger
By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A

lmost 37 years ago, a Sacramento-area man taking a break to stretch his
legs during a drive to the Mendocino Coast stumbled upon the
skeletal remains of two teenagers in the woods near Highway 20 west of Willits, launching a decades-long investigation
that remains largely unsolved to
this day.
But Mendocino County officials now have a new tool in
their arsenal that could unravel
the mystery surrounding their
deaths — the identifications of
the two victims of suspected
foul play.
Sheriff Tom Allman on Tuesday revealed the victims were
two Forestville girls who vanished without a trace in mid-December 1978 — close friends
Kerry Ann Graham, 15, and
Francine Trimble, 14.
Their identities could help investigators figure out how the
girls died and who dumped their

bodies off the side of the road.
“We’re hoping somebody
out there knows something,”
Allman told the girls’ family
members, law enforcement officers and media attending a
press conference Tuesday to announce the findings, confirmed
in November through new DNA
tests.
Trimble’s parents are deceased, but several other relatives were in attendance.
Graham’s parents, who live in
Forestville, were not present but
Graham’s brother flew in from
Utah to be there.
Little is publicly known about
the case, including the cause of
the girls’ deaths. Their death
certificates say they were murdered, but examinations of the
bones did not determine a cause
of death, Allman said. About
90 percent of their skeletal remains, along with an earring
featuring a tiny, dangling bird
carved out of shell, were found
near the Highway 20 turnout
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Reprieve for
one-room
Union School
By JEREMY HAY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Madelon Johnson, the aunt of Francine Trimble, of Petaluma and Ron
Graham, brother of Kerry Ann Graham, of Utah embrace after the
press conference Tuesday in Ukiah.

“They just disappeared
into thin air.”
MADELON JOHNSON, Petaluma resident and aunt of Francine

Trimble, who went missing with her friend in 1978

With new turf, Levi’s set for gameday

Workers lay down the first layer of paint on the field on Jan. 26 in
preparation for the Super Bowl 50 at Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara.
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PETALUMA

SUPER BOWL 50 » FIELD MAKEOVER
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It’s either the best of times or
the worst of times, but either
way, it is time. Pliny the Younger, Russian River Brewing Co.’s
super-hoppy triple India pale
ale is almost here. Its 12th-annual release is expected to bring
thousands of self-proclaimed
beer geeks — and their money — to downtown Santa Rosa
beginning Friday. Here’s everything you need to know about
what Beer Advocate has anointed the world’s top-rated IPA.
Q: What’s the big deal?
A: Pliny the Younger is arguably the most sought-after beer
in the nation, and it’s only
available for a limited time: two
weeks in February at Russian
River’s taproom in downtown

By PHIL BARBER
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SANTA CLARA — We’re in the midst of a lopsided battle, downtrodden underdog versus mighty
favorite. And if you scan the 10-day forecast, you’ll
see we may be in for a major upset. The field at
Levi’s Stadium just might stand up to El Niño.
The grass surface at the 49ers’ home stadium has
been criticized, scrutinized and analyzed as much
as any horizontal surface in sports. Frequently, it
has been found wanting. Some have called it dangerous. But thanks to a groundbreaking — if you
can pardon the expression — growing method pioneered by the NFL and its contractors, Super Bowl
50 could go down as Levi’s greenest hour.
“It looks spectacular, and it is spectacular,”
NFL field director Ed Mangan said last week as
he allowed media members a glimpse of the field.
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It was on the edge of passing
into history. But a one-room
school in the hills south of Petaluma has bought itself some
time, preserving for now the
handful of such hold-over institutions left in the North Bay.
At the start of January, Union
School, with its six students,
was looking at having to close
because it was one shy of the
number of pupils that the state
said it needed to remain open.
But after a month of feverish recruiting and publicity,
the 120-year-old school has enrolled three more students. That
means that the school’s average
daily attendance will more than
likely remain above six, which
is the average the state requires
for a school to remain open.
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