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Trump warns Russia, Israel, Iran
In striking shift, president
adheres to Obama’s foreign
policy with key adversaries
By MARK LANDLER
AND PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES

President Donald Trump, after
promising a radical break with the
foreign policy of Barack Obama, is
embracing some key pillars of the former administration’s strategy, includ-

IMMIGRATION

ing warning Israel to curb
construction of settlements,
demanding that Russia withdraw from Crimea and threatening Iran with sanctions for
ballistic missile tests.
In the most startling shift,
the Trump White House issued an unexpected state- Donald
ment appealing to the Israeli Trump
government not to expand
the construction of Jewish settlements beyond their current borders
in East Jerusalem and the West

Bank. Such expansion, it
said, “may not be helpful in
achieving” the goal of peace.
At the United Nations,
Ambassador Nikki Haley
declared that the United
States would not lift sanctions against Russia until it stopped destabilizing
Ukraine and pulled its troops
out of Crimea.
On Iran, the administration is
preparing economic sanctions similar to those the Obama administra-

tion imposed just over a year ago.
The White House also has shown
no indication that it plans to rip up
Obama’s landmark nuclear deal, despite Trump’s withering criticism of
it during the presidential campaign.
New administrations often fail to
change the foreign policies of their
predecessors as radically as they
promised, in large part because statecraft is so different from campaigning. And of course, today’s positions
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HIGHWAY 37 » WRESTLING WITH WATER

Travel
ban stirs
fears in
locals

Corridor at crossroads
of changing climate

By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ

Low-lying, 21-mile
stretch prone to
flooding; debates
over how to fix it

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

It has been a tense week for
Noushin, a Santa Rosa woman
who is unsure whether her mother will be allowed to return from
their native Iran despite being a
legal U.S. permanent resident.
Her 68-year-old mother is supposed to return today from Tehran, where she spent months
caring for a dying relative. However, Noushin, who did not want
her last name disclosed, fears her
mother will be barred from getting onto the flight or detained
at San Francisco International
Airport after President Donald
Trump last week executed an
order to suspend immigration
from seven predominantly Muslim countries, including Iran.
“If she was here last week,
she wouldn’t go through this
hassle,” said Noushin, a U.S.

By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

GOP looks at
‘repair’ not
repeal of law
By ROBERT PEAR
AND REED ABELSON
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Congress’
rush to dismantle the Affordable Care Act, once seemingly
unstoppable, is flagging badly
as Republicans struggle to come
up with a replacement, and a
key senator has declared that
the effort is more a repair job
than a demolition.
“It is more accurate to say ‘repair Obamacare,’ ” Sen. Lamar
Alexander, R-Tennessee, chairman of the Senate Health Committee, said this week. “We can
repair the individual market,
and that is a good place to start.”
The struggles and false
starts have injected more uncertainty into insurance markets that thrive on stability. An
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DRAINING WATER: Petaluma River Farm manager Brian Swedberg pumped 32,000 gallons of water per minute over a
levee into the Petaluma River to keep his oat hayfields and Highway 37 from flooding after recent heavy rainstorms.

“The swings are getting bigger and the pendulum is
swinging faster. That makes it harder to adapt.”

urveying flooding along
Highway 37 in January,
ecologist Fraser Shilling
began doubting his projections
for when climate change will
cause severe, perhaps catastrophic impacts on the major
North Bay thoroughfare.
In an influential 2016 report
used as a guide for the highway’s future, Shilling, co-director of the Road Ecology Center
at UC Davis, had established
a timetable of several decades
for those impacts to be fully
realized.
But that was before January
storms forced the full or partial
closure of the highway for roughly 12 days, causing havoc for
thousands of daily commuters.
“We’re starting to overwhelm
the system in places that we
were thinking we had 20 years of
lead time. But we don’t,” Shilling
said this week from his office in
Davis. Delaying action could be
catastrophic, he said, predicting
that one day water will push
over embankments and levees
and the highway will be “gone.”
Highway 37, one of the
lowest-lying in California, has
long been threatened by climate
change and rising sea levels,
inadequate levees and political
waffling over who bears responsibility for maintaining and
upgrading the road. The 21-mile
highway meanders across four
counties — Solano, Napa, Sonoma and Marin — traversing tidal
marshlands, rivers and creeks,
and farmland where flooding
presents a threat to livelihoods.
“You’ve got farms, freeways
and frustrated drivers — and sea
level rise,” said Brian Swedberg,
who manages 525-acre Petaluma
River Farms north of the high-

FRASER SHILLING, co-director of UC Davis’ Road Ecology Center on adapting for more extreme weather
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