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STATE SENATOR

Bill Dodd, the dean of  the county 
delegation with 19 years in Napa 
County and state office, said Dem-

ocrats will take cues from Newsom, the 
former San Francisco mayor who now 
leads the nation’s most populous state.

Dodd, a prolific Napa-based legislator, 
said he is comfortable with that relation-
ship, noting that he collaborated a dozen 
years ago, as chairman of  the Bay Area’s 
Metropolitan Transportation Commis-
sion, with then-Mayor Newsom on the 
massive Presidio Parkway project.

“I really think Gavin has so much 
equity, trust, in the Legislature,” Dodd 
said, likening it to the relationship be-
tween lawmakers and former Gov. Jerry 
Brown.

Democrats hold supermajorities with 
61 of  80 Assembly seats and  
28 of  the Senate’s 40 seats, with  
two vacancies. Those numbers enable 
the Democrats to pass tax increases, 
craft statewide bond measures and  
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DEAN OF DELEGATION: California state Sen. Bill Dodd stands Jan. 30 near the site of condominiums that burned on Tamarack Drive in Napa during the Atlas fire in 
2017. Dodd co-chaired the legislative committee that drafted a bill last year allowing PG&E to tap ratepayers for some 2017 wildfire liabilities.

State lawmakers eye 
goals for new year

With a cash-stuffed state treasury, a 
supermajority in both chambers of  
the Legislature and a partner in new 

Gov. Gavin Newsom, California’s Democratic 
lawmakers appear poised for a productive 
year in the Capitol.

They will be tackling a host of tough issues 
including the ongoing threat of catastrophic 
wildfires, bankruptcy of the state’s largest 
utility, an epic housing crisis and persistent 
homelessness.

The five Democratic legislators who repre-
sent parts of Sonoma County — state Sens. 
Bill Dodd and Mike McGuire and Assembly 
members Jim Wood, Marc Levine and Cecilia 
Aguiar-Curry — also have priorities of their 
own, including education, senior services, the 
plight of immigrants and ramping up green 
energy production.

By GUY KOVNER
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TURN TO LAWMAKERS  » PAGE A12

Legislators ponder solutions for tackling wildfires, affordable housing, more
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Nearly 100 years after his great- 
grandfather opened Snowflake 
Bakery at 106 Matheson St. in 
Healdsburg, star chef Dustin 
Valette has announced plans to 
create a 17,000-square-foot multi-
use restaurant, retail and living 
space on the property. 

Valette is a third-generation 
Healdsburger who has a track 

record of  stewardship in the 
town. But some residents are 
chafing over the size and scope of  
the project fronting the beloved 
downtown plaza.

It’s a familiar story across 
Wine Country, and especially in 
Healdsburg, where upscale ho-
tels, restaurants and businesses 
have transformed a once sleepy 
ranch and farming town into a 
world-renowned tourist destina-
tion, leaving community mem-

bers to continually wrestle with 
how their city is remade: For visi-
tors or residents?

Dubbed The Matheson, 
Valette’s three-story project 
would include two distinct restau-
rant spaces, two penthouse con-
dominiums and two retail stores. 
It’s an ambitious plan Valette 
says will preserve the iconic Pla-
za district building, provide a 
family-friendly and affordable 
gathering place as well as attract 
new tourism business.

“The building is so important 

Town’s identity in question
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Dustin Valette, chef of Valette Restaurant in Healdsburg, pauses at the 
rear of a building where he wants to build The Matheson in Healdsburg.

By HEATHER IRWIN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO VALETTE » PAGE A10

Reuniting 
families not 
easy, feds say

SAN DIEGO — The Trump 
administration says it would 
require extraordinary effort to 
reunite what may be thousands 
of  migrant children who have 
been separated from their par-
ents and, even if  it could, the 
children would likely be emo-
tionally harmed.

Jonathan White, who leads 
the Health and Human Services 
Department’s efforts to reunite 
migrant children with their 
parents, said removing children 
from “sponsor” homes to rejoin 
their parents “would present 
grave child welfare concerns.” 
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HEALDSBURG » Dustin Valette’s proposal for  
historic building kindles fresh debate over tourism

Ralph Northam 

Virginia  
governor 
refuses 
to resign

RICHMOND, Virginia — Gov. 
Ralph Northam of Virginia, fac-
ing pressure from his own party 
to resign, said Saturday he would 
not quit and denied that he had 
appeared in Ku Klux Klan robes 
or in blackface in images from 
his medical school yearbook that 
have upended his governorship.

“It was definitely not me,” 
Northam, a Democrat, told re-
porters at a news conference in 
the governor’s mansion. “I can 
tell by looking at it.”

Pressed on why he initial-
ly apologized, Northam said 
he had wanted to “take credit 
for recognizing that this was a  
horrific photo that was on my 
page with my name on it.”

The governor called the  

Democrat digs in as  
public outcry grows 
over racist picture 
By JONATHAN MARTIN 
AND TRIP GABRIEL
NEW YORK TIMES
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SANTA ROSA REPORT » New cannabis 
businesses contribute nearly $1M in 
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