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PG&E: Toxic tank in SR best left alone
After years of cleanup, utility says site
poses little risk; others not so sure
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS D E MO C RAT

A huge underground tank full of toxic black sludge in downtown Santa Rosa
should be left where it lies because it is too
difficult to safely remove and poses little
threat to neighboring Santa Rosa Creek, according to the Pacific Gas & Electric Co.
The utility has also concluded that the
contamination on the site of its former man-

ufactured gas plant is immobile enough that
it does not need to install a costly barrier
designed to prevent waste material from migrating toward the creek, arguing it would
be too disruptive and unnecessary.
The hands-off approach outlined for the
Santa Rosa City Council last week represents a departure from the aggressive
cleanup efforts that PG&E has undertaken
on the property in recent years, which have
resulted in the removal of tons of similar
material.
But PG&E’s environmental consultants
say the new strategy is justified because
years of water-quality monitoring data

shows that neither groundwater in the area
nor the creek are at risk of contamination.
“The stuff is immobile. It hasn’t gone anywhere over the past 100 years and we have
over 25 years of data,” Max Reyhani, principal engineer with Terra Pacific Group, told
the council. “I think that’s a pretty good indication of the stability of site conditions.”
PG&E’s latest plan still needs the approval of the North Coast Water Quality Control
Board, which has been overseeing cleanup
of the property for nearly 30 years. The City
Council, which has no direct authority over
the cleanup of the site, has requested reg-
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Jordanian pilot Lt. Muath
al-Kaseasbeh, 26, stands in
a cage just before he was
reportedly burned alive by
Islamic State militants.

ANIMALS UNDER THREAT: Statewide rescue efforts mount as more
weakened mammals wash ashore sickened and malnourished

Jordan
avenges
killing
of pilot

Mysteriously ill sea lions

Country executes
2 prisoners in retaliation for
IS burning man alive
By MITCHELL PROTHERO
M CCL AT CHY N EWS S ERV I CE
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Morsel, an ill male California sea lion, had to be force fed Tuesday at the Marine Mammal Center in Sausalito. The Marine Mammal
Center has been treating more sick and abandoned young California sea lions this year.
By MARY CALLAHAN
T H E P RE S S D E MO C RAT

T

he Marine Mammal Center in Marin County is on the
front lines of a statewide response to a surge in sea lion
pups turning up on California beaches emaciated and
sometimes sick, at a time they still should be in the company of
their mothers, nursing and learning to forage.
Already this year, the rehabilitation center in the Marin
Headlands has received at least 108 California sea lions in need
of care — mostly pups, but some juveniles and adults as well,
staff veterinarian Cara Field said Tuesday.
Even more animals were in line to arrive from triage centers
farther south today, facility personnel said.
The marine mammal hospital usually takes in just a few California sea lion babies in January of a given year.
The most ever was last January, when there were 10, so
“we’ve received a huge increase,” Field said.
The situation is similar across the network of marine mammal care facilities on the West Coast, many of them based in
Southern California, closer to the Channel Islands sea lion rook-

Kelly, a male sea lion rescued in Santa Barbara, is suffering from
malnutrition and pneumonia. The pup is being treated in Sausalito.
HELP MARINE MAMMALS
Donations and volunteers willing to undergo training are always welcome
at the Marine Mammal Center in Sausalito. For more information, go to
www.marinemammalcenter.org.
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IRBIL, Iraq — Jordan executed two prisoners early
Wednesday morning to avenge
the burning alive of a Jordanian fighter pilot in a move that
seemed likely to thrust the usually peaceful country into the
front lines of the battle against
the Islamic State.
Jordanian state television
said one of the
executed prisoners was Sajida al-Rishawi,
the 44-year-old
Iraqi
woman
whose release
the
Islamic
State had demanded in re- Sajida
turn for the life al-Rishawi
of a Japanese Iraqi woman
hostage killed — executed by
last week. The Jordan — whose
other was Ziad release was
al-Karbouli, a demanded by IS
jihadist
who in return for life of
once
worked Japanese hostage
with Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, the founder of
al-Qaida in Iraq, the organization that was the precursor to
the Islamic State.
Government spokesman Mohammed al-Momani announced
in Amman that two prisoners
had been executed at dawn.
Bothj al-Karbouli and al-Rishawi had been in prison for nearly
a decade.
Jordan had announced that it
would move quickly to avenge
the murder of Lt. Muath al-Kaseasbeh whose horrific execuTURN TO JORDAN, PAGE A5

Move to combine DNA of 3 people in 1 baby
British
lawmakers
considering
to allow
alteration
of human egg
or embryo to
fight diseases
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By STEPHEN CASTLE
N E W YO RK T I ME S

LONDON — Despite warnings
that a new ethical threshold was being crossed, British lawmakers on
Tuesday voted to allow the in vitro
creation of babies using the DNA of
three people, a procedure that could
prevent the inheritance of genetic
diseases.
The move would make Britain the
first country to authorize an in vitro
fertilization technique that involves
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altering a human egg or embryo before transferring it to the womb.
The issue provoked fierce debate,
with some opponents likening the
procedure to genetic modification
and arguing that it would open the
way to the creation of so-called designer babies.
Lawmakers in the House of Commons voted 382-128 in favor of the
move, which still requires final approval from the House of Lords, the
unelected upper chamber of Parliament. The House of Lords rarely
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rejects the decisions of elected colleagues.
The vote came after a number of
objections were raised, including
the fact that other nations, including the United States, have not taken such a step.
Describing the move as “bold”
but “considered and informed,” the
health minister, Jane Ellison, argued in favor of legalizing the procedure, which is designed to help
women with mitochondrial diseases. Defects in the mitochondria —

CONTRACT IMPASSE: Stalemate between Santa
Rosa teachers and school district over pay and
benefits may force mediator intervention / B1

energy-producing structures outside a cell’s nucleus — can result in
a range of complications, including
muscular dystrophy and heart, kidney and liver failure.
An opponent of the change, Edward Leigh, a Conservative lawmaker and former minister, said
before the vote that it represented a
“monumental decision.”
“If we believe that, sadly, given
the nature of the human condition,
there are these appalling diseases,
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