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UPSET WIN » In boys soccer, 
Petaluma hands Elsie Allen 
only their 2nd SCL loss.  C1

OK TO RETURN » Russian River  
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to go home after mudslide.  A3

GUN LEGISLATION » Rep. Mike 
Thompson says House ruling 
puts Americans at risk.  A3

Hospital faces sharp budget cut

Court 
blocks 
US ban 
on travel

DeVos gets  
most jeers 
of picks

A federal judge in Seattle on 
Friday temporarily blocked Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s week-old 
immigration order from being 
enforced nationwide, reopen-
ing the country’s door to visa 
holders from 
seven predomi-
nantly Muslim 
countries and 
dealing the ad-
ministration a 
humbling de-
feat.

The White 
House vowed 
late Friday to 
fight what it 
called an “outrageous” ruling, 
saying it would seek an emer-
gency halt to the judge’s order as 
soon as possible and restore the 
president’s “lawful and appropri-
ate order.”

“The president’s order is in-
tended to protect the homeland 
and he has the constitutional 
authority and responsibility to 
protect the American people,” 
the White House said. A revised 

By most any measure, the sec-
retary of  education is one of  the 
least powerful Cabinet positions.

The secretary is 16th in the 
line of  succession to the presi-
dency. Education accounts for 
a paltry 3 percent of  the fed-
eral budget, compared with 24 
percent for Social Security and  
16 percent for defense. And the 
most recent major federal edu-
cation law curtailed Washing-
ton’s role on testing, standards 
and accountability, turning 
much of  the firepower in edu-
cation policy back to states and 
school districts. That is what 
has made the protest movement 
against Betsy DeVos, President 

A two-year campaign by 
Russian River-area residents 
seeking to abandon the tax-
ing district that supports the 
struggling Sonoma West Med-
ical Center in Sebastopol has 
prevailed, and the fallout is ex-

pected to immediately add to the 
financial challenges facing the 
small hospital serving western 
Sonoma County.  

The “detachment” effort, 
waged by a group calling itself  
Taxpayers Against Unfair Tax-
es, or TAUT, will reduce the an-
nual contribution made by the 
Palm Drive Health Care District 

to the hospital by 40 percent, to 
$600,000. 

Currently, the district collects 
$4.2 million in parcel taxes from 
residents stretching from Se-
bastopol and along the Russian 
River to the coast. Almost half  
of  the tax revenue goes to debt 
payments on past borrowing to 
support the former Palm Drive 
Hospital, which was mired in fi-
nancial problems that led to its 
closure in 2014. It reopened un-
der new management as Sono-

ma West Medical Center in late 
2015 but has continued to face 
strong financial headwinds.    

The hospital reported an op-
erating loss of  $479,000 in De-
cember on monthly expenses of  
$2.4 million. Dan Smith, chair-
man of  the Sonoma West Medi-
cal Center’s board of  directors, 
said the hospital remains on 
track to break even by June and 
will overcome the revenue loss 
from the detachment campaign.   

“Obviously, it reduces the 

amount of  money that the dis-
trict has available to support the 
hospital,” he said. 

Smith, a software entrepre-
neur, spearheaded the hospital’s 
reopening, donating at least  
$9 million of  his own money 
to the medical facility over the 
years. 

The tax revolt, which results 
in a pullout by residents in the 
Monte Rio, Guerneville and  

SONOMA WEST MEDICAL CENTER » Russian River 
area taxpayers win campaign to pull out of district
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Russian River Brewing Co. owners Natalie, left, and Vinnie Cilurzo raise glasses of Pliny the Younger with their staff before opening their doors 
to customers in Santa Rosa on Friday.  

It’s that time 
of year again

Despite rain, crowds from near and far make pilgrimage for coveted beer

Despite the occasional rain shower, 
beer fans persevered in rain ponchos 
and Patagonia fleece Friday after 

waiting hours in line to get a taste of  Pliny 
the Younger, one of  the most coveted beers 
in the world.

There were more than 200 people lined 
up in front of  the Downtown Santa Rosa 
Russian River Brewing Co. by the time doors 
opened around 10:30 a.m. Fans then poured 
in to savor the triple India Pale Ale, which 
boasts a 10.25 percent alcohol level.

It currently ranks as the sixth best beer 
in the world by the users of  the Ratebeer.
com website, who have previously labeled 
it as a “hop bomb” with an aroma of  “mega 
juicy citrus” and a flavor that is “moderately 
sweet with a strong bitter finish.”

The early crowd was smaller than in past 
years, and rainy weather overnight was 
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RUSSIAN RIVER BREWING » PLINY THE YOUNGER

Glasses of Pliny the Younger await pickup by 
a server at Russian River Brewing Co.

Victor Arrazabal, foreground, shoots a selfie with Sergio Guadron, left, Hernan Tobar and 
Victor Arana at the Russian River Brewing Co. in Santa Rosa on Friday.  
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