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Trump may shift troops to Iraq

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump plans to keep 
U.S. troops in Iraq to moni-
tor and maintain pressure on 
neighboring Iran, committing 
to a U.S. military presence in the 

region’s war zones even as he 
moves to withdraw forces from 
Syria and Afghanistan.

“I want to be able to watch 
Iran,” Trump said in an in-
terview aired Sunday on CBS’ 
“Face the Nation.” 

“We’re going to keep watch-
ing, and we’re going to keep 
seeing, and if  there’s trouble, if  
somebody is looking to do nu-
clear weapons or other things, 
we’re going to know it before 
they do.”

Trump’s comments come as 

the United States has quietly 
been negotiating with Iraq for 
weeks to allow perhaps hun-
dreds of  U.S. commandos and 
support troops now operating in 
Syria to shift to bases in Iraq and 
strike the Islamic State group 
from there, seeking to maintain 
pressure on the militant group 
as the president fundamental-
ly reorders policy toward Syria 
and toward Afghanistan, where 
peace talks with the Taliban are 
underway.

But senior U.S. officers and 

diplomats said Trump’s com-
ments could undercut the deli-
cate negotiations in Iraq by in-
flaming fears among the Iraqis 
that the moves would be a guise 
to check Iran, potentially strain-
ing ties with Baghdad and weak-
ening the ability of  the United 
States to respond to Islamic 
State remnants in Syria.

If  the United States tries to 
bring more troops to Iraq, said 
Jawad al-Musawi, a member of  
Parliament, “there will be an 
escalation in the opposition to 

them.”
“There is distrust of  the 

American government — even 
if  they say they are coming to 
protect us against Daesh,” he 
said, using the Arabic word for 
the Islamic State, “the real rea-
son they will be coming is to hit 
Iran.”

To maintain a military mis-
sion in Syria despite Trump’s 
order to withdraw troops from 
the country, a plan has gained 

Iraqi Shiite leaders wary 
that Iran might be target 
of any US redeployment
By ERIC SCHMITT  
AND ALISSA J. RUBIN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Pope 
makes 
historic 
UAE trip

ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates — Pope Francis be-
came the first pontiff to visit 
the Arabian Peninsula, the 
birthplace of  Islam, as he ar-
rived Sunday in the United Arab 
Emirates on a trip seeking to 
improve relations with the Mus-
lim world and to offer encour-
agement to Catholic migrants 
in a region where his flock has 
dwindled amid increasing per-
secution and bloodshed.

The three-day stay in the 
UAE, a relatively tolerant oasis 
that is home to some 1 million 
Catholics, also comes as a brief  
reprieve for a pope whose leg-
acy and moral authority have 
been challenged by his struggle 
to come to grips with a global 
sex abuse scandal that shows no 
signs of  abating.

Those troubles seemed 
far away as the pope’s plane 
touched down amid the palm 
trees, opulent high-rises, men in 
white dishdashas and enormous 
mosques in Abu Dhabi. While 
the tension in some of  the pope’s 
recent travels has been around 
what sort of  apology he might 
issue for the church’s misdeeds, 
his emphasis on this trip will be 
interreligious dialogue and im-
proving the situation of  Roman 
Catholics, both in this oil-rich 
nation that has promoted reli-
gious inclusion and throughout 
the less tolerant, and more dan-
gerous, region.

The UAE, which has a Min-
istry of  Tolerance, has long 
sought to burnish its attraction 
as a cosmopolitan center of  
glass towers and global com-
merce with inclusive religious 
laws.

The country’s rulers, who fes-
tooned street lamps with Emira-
ti and Vatican flags for Francis’ 
arrival, has granted a large de-
gree of  religious freedom to its 
religious minorities, including 
Roman Catholics from India, the 
Philippines and South America 

On Arabian Peninsula, 
pontiff lobbying for 
millions of Christians

By JASON HOROWITZ
NEW YORK TIMES
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Dr. Ada Norris, left, examines a dog’s infected paw at the Humane Society of Sonoma County in Santa Rosa on Friday. The Humane Society is 
launching a community veterinary clinic on Mondays to help low-income pet owners receive veterinary services at an affordable price. 

No sick pet turned away
SANTA ROSA » County Humane Society’s community veterinary clinic  
opens next week to care for the animals of low-income owners    

When the Humane Society of  
Sonoma County opened its doors 
to pet owners during the 2017 

wildfires, Dr. Sarah Reidenbach noticed 
a significant need in the community for 
affordable veterinary care. 

Not all the animals she and staff mem-
bers were treating for free at the Santa 
Rosa facility suffered fire-related injuries. 
A large portion of  them needed routine 
wellness checks, and had never been seen 
by a veterinarian before because of  soar-
ing pet care costs.

As a response to the need, Reidenbach 
and her team have launched a communi-
ty veterinary clinic to serve low-income 
residents who otherwise cannot afford 
medical care for their animals. The clinic 
opens Feb. 11.

“After the fires hit we knew we had to 
step up our game,” said Reidenbach, a UC 
Davis graduate who has been working as a 
veterinarian at the Santa Rosa location for 
more than three years. “Everybody is just 
really hungry to make a difference.” 

The clinic will offer more than just neu-
tering and spaying, said Reidenbach, who 
will be managing the facility. Doctors will 
be able to perform specialized surgeries 
and dental work at low cost.

Priscilla Locke, the director of  develop-
ment, said the organization brought on a 
lead veterinarian from Oregon. Dr. Ada 
Norris arrived in January, and already 
has started seeing patients.

Last week, she was walking around the 
surgical ward at the Humane Society in 
jeans and navy scrubs. She was helping 
calm a dog that was about to be given 
an anesthetic. Seconds after Norris ran 
her hands over the dog’s fur, the crying 
stopped.

“Ada has a way with animals that 
makes her so special and perfect to lead 

this community clinic,” Locke said. “She 
not only cares deeply about animals, but 
she supports the pet owners as well and 
spends time talking them down, too, no 
matter what their background is.”  

Norris said she worked for years as a 
high school history teacher, but spent all 

Veterinary assistant Caytlin Malone, right, and veterinary services manager Cheyenne Stenvers 
Stoltzfus administer fluids to a dog following surgery Friday at the Humane Society of Sonoma 
County in Santa Rosa.

By ALEXANDRIA BORDAS
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