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ONLINE FRENZY OVER 
WILLIAMS’ WAR STORY:  
NBC News anchor’s 
apology over false account 
of  Iraq helicopter ride fails 
to curb cybercritics  / A3

GAUCHOS REIGN Casa dominates in 49-34 win over Windsor, stays at top of NBL Sports

BANDS ON THE RISE 
These 4 North Bay groups are showing up 

on everybody’s radar TimeOut

County clears autopsy report backlog

PLINY HAS 
ARRIVED
What: Pliny the 
Younger, a limit-
ed-release triple 
IPA deemed by 
many the world’s 
best beer.
Where: Russian 
River Brewing 
Co., 725 Fourth 
St., Santa Rosa.
When: The 
release lasts for 
2 weeks; the 
brewpub is open 
from 11 a.m. to 
midnight daily.

A backlog of  hundreds of  
autopsy reports that had accu-
mulated at the Sonoma County 
Sheriff’s Office, delaying some 
criminal court proceedings and 

leaving grieving families in lim-
bo, has been cleared.

Sheriff’s Sgt. Cecile Focha 
said coroner staff and contract 
forensic pathologists worked 
through hundreds of  late re-
ports just in time to meet a 
contractual deadline of  Jan. 31, 
avoiding financial penalties for 
Forensic Medical Group, which 
provides autopsy services.

“We have learned some valu-
able tools in this whole process 
of  staying on top of  the work-

load and managing our time and 
resources,” Focha said.

The forensic pathologist was 
late on nearly 400 death reports 
at the peak of  the backlog, which 
was in the late spring and early 
summer of  2014. National stan-
dards recommend most cases 
take less than 90 days between 
autopsy and the completion of  
the report required to get a final 
death certificate. 

Focha said they began clear-
ing the late cases after requir-

ing that FMG president and 
longtime local pathologist Dr. 
Kelly Arthur-Kenny stop taking 
on new cases and focus on late 
reports. FMG and the Sheriff’s 
Office had fill-in doctors handle 
most new casework.

District Attorney Jill Ravitch 
said she was not aware of  any 
additional cases facing delays 
because of  a late autopsy report.

During the backlog, prosecu-
tors missed a statutory deadline, 
which meant they were unable to 

file a misdemeanor charge for a 
case, leaving them with a choice 
between bringing a felony charge 
or no charges at all.

But after that, Ravitch said, 
her office worked with the Sher-
iff’s Office to prioritize other cas-
es facing statute of  limitations 
deadlines so the issue would not 
occur again.

“We were in constant commu-
nication with the Sheriff’s Office 
regarding autopsies needed in 

Coroner’s Office meets 
deadline, ends logjam that 
delayed resolution of cases

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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READY FOR POURING: Russian River Brewing Co. co-owners Vinnie and Natalie Cilurzo sample Pliny the Younger on Thursday at their brewing facility in Santa 
Rosa. The limited-production India pale ale was to go on sale this morning at the Fourth Street brewery, attracting crowds from across the globe.

The power of Pliny
As Russian River Brewing Co.’s coveted triple IPA begins 

its two-week run today, more than beer drinkers will feel the effects

Despite the rain and hourslong wait, beer drink-
ers lined up all night in front of  Russian River 
Brewing Co. for this morning’s annual Pliny the 

Younger release.
Thousands from all over the globe will make a pil-

grimage to Santa Rosa to get a sip of  the extra-hoppy 
triple India pale ale, which some claim is the best brew 
in America and is consistently at the top of  various 
beer aficionado websites.

The beer, named after the ancient Roman lawyer 
and author, is one of  the most exclusive in the world, 
sold for only two weeks at the downtown Santa Rosa 
brewpub and a few select places, mostly in California, 
in very limited amounts.

The first customers began lining up at 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday. When the doors open this morning, patrons 

TURN TO PLINY, PAGE A5

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

John Kerry
Secretary of state 
Thursday blamed 
the Kremlin for 
renewed violence 
in Ukraine.

Western 
push for 
peace in  
Ukraine

KIEV, Ukraine — With fight-
ing intensifying in eastern 
Ukraine and the White House 
weighing whether to send arms 
to bolster the government’s 
forces, Western leaders em-
barked on a concerted diplomat-
ic effort Thurs-
day aimed at 
ending a con-
flict that has 
strained rela-
tions with Rus-
sia.

Despite the 
burst of  activ-
ity, the pros-
pects of  achiev-
ing a new peace 
plan have 
been cloud-
ed by deep 
suspicion of  
Moscow’s aims in Ukraine. At 
the same time, the arrest in 
Kiev on Wednesday of  a senior 
officer on charges of  spying for 
Russia has raised concerns that 
the Ukrainian military has been 
infiltrated, complicating any 
plans for sending arms to Kiev.

While the United States has 
provided weapons to allies in 
similarly unstable circumstanc-
es, including in Afghanistan and 
Iraq, Russia’s long historical 
ties to the Ukrainian military 
and security apparatus present 
an unusual challenge.

“Very often one cannot tell 
where the FSB stops and one 
of  our military units begins,” 
said Semyon Semenchenko, 
a pro-government paramili-
tary leader and member of  the 
Ukrainian Parliament, refer-

Merkel, Hollande, Kerry 
in efforts to revive truce 

accord never implemented

By MICHAEL R. GORDON 
 and DAVID M. HERSZENHORN

NEW YORK TIMES
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Gauguin oil painting  
fetches nearly $300 million

LONDON

A sensuous Paul Gauguin painting of  
two Tahitian girls has been sold from 
a Swiss private collection for close to 

$300 million, one of  the highest prices believed 
to have been paid for an artwork, according 
to European and U.S. art world insiders with 
knowledge of  the matter.

The sale of  the 1892 oil painting, “Nafea 
Faa Ipoipo (When Will You Marry?),” was 
confirmed by the seller, Rudolf  Staechelin, 62, 
a retired Sotheby’s executive living in Basel, 
Switzerland, who owns more than 20 works 
in a valuable collection of  impressionist and 

post-impressionist art, including the Gauguin, 
which has been on loan to the Kunstmuseum 
in Basel for nearly a half-century.

Two dealers with knowledge of  the matter, 
who declined to be named because of  concerns 
over client confidentiality, identified Qatar as 
being the buyer of  the painting, but Staechelin 
declined to say whether the new owner was 
from that tiny, oil-rich country.

“I don’t deny it and I don’t confirm it,” Stae-
chelin said, also declining to disclose the price.

The Qatar Museums in Doha did not respond 
to telephone calls and emails seeking com-
ment.

Guy Morin, the mayor of  Basel, was one of  
those who acknowledged news of  the sale of  

Associated Press 

“Nafea Faa Ipoipo,” an 1892 oil on 
canvas by French artist Paul Gauguin, 
has been sold in Switzerland. TURN TO GAUGUIN, PAGE A5

By SCOTT REYBURN and DOREEN CARVAJAL
NEW YORK TIMES

READY FOR FANS: Beer Lover T-shirts on Thursday are displayed 
in the window of Punch Clothing, just down the street from Russian 
River Brewing. Retailers, taxis and hotels are among the Santa Rosa 
businesses that benefit from the annual Pliny the Younger release.


