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FRANCE ELECTION: 
Right-wing candidate 
Le Pen echoes Trump’s 
rhetoric to launch her 
own campaign / A8

INSIDE

Federal court rebuffs Trump

JOHN BURGESS

Sonoma County Supervisors will determine the developer for the former site of Sutter Hospital on Chanate Road in Santa Rosa.

Major land deal looms

SANTA ROSA » County supervisors consider selling sprawling 
former Sutter Medical site to local developer to build housing

Activists 
take tips 
from 
tea party

MORRISTOWN, New Jersey 
— For weeks, a swelling group 
has been showing up every Fri-
day at the local office of  Rep. 
Rodney Frelinghuysen to de-
mand that he hold a town-hall 
meeting to answer its concerns 
about his fellow Republicans’ 
plan to dismantle the Affordable 
Care Act.

After weeks without an an-
swer, the congressman’s staff re-
plied that he would be too busy, 
that such gatherings took con-
siderable planning and that just 
finding a meeting place could be 
tough.

So the group, NJ 11th for 
Change, secured venues in all 
four counties that Frelinghuy-
sen represents for times during 
the congressional recess this 
month — and constituents plan 
to show up even if  he does not.

With congressional phone 
lines overloaded and district 
offices mobbed across the coun-
try, it is beginning to look a lot 
like 2009. That year, horrified 
by a new president they saw as 
a radical, activists took to the 
streets under the tea party ban-
ner to protest government bail-
outs, then stormed forums held 
by congressional Democrats to 
fight legislation that would be-
come the Affordable Care Act.

Sonoma County supervisors are 
considering an ambitious plan to sell 
the 82-acre site of  the former Sutter 

Medical Center off Chanate Road in Santa 
Rosa to a prominent local developer who 
wants to build as many as 800 new housing 
units there.

The Board of  Supervisors is expected 
to vote Tuesday on moving forward with 
a proposal that, if  ultimately finalized, 
would mark the county’s largest land sale 
in recent history. Developer Bill Galla-
her and his team would pay as much as 

$12.5 million in cash for the property, 
though county officials say the deal is 
worth many millions more when various 
cost savings are taken into account.

Gallaher’s vision would transform the 
Chanate site — a sprawling campus in the 
eastern Santa Rosa hills that includes the 
shuttered hospital and dozens of  acres 
of  open space — into a large mixed-use 
community. 

Among the hundreds of  planned hous-
ing units, 20 percent would be affordable 
to residents with very low incomes. Some 
of  the total units would be reserved for 
seniors and veterans.

The deal would bring to a close a more 

than two-year period of  uncertainty about 
the future of  the site, which Sutter vacated 
in 2014 when it relocated its hospital next 
to Luther Burbank Center for the Arts. 
More importantly for local government 
officials, however, it would provide an 
influx of  new units into Sonoma County’s 
perennially tight housing market, while 
addressing neighborhood desires for open 
space and community amenities.

“I don’t think we could have gotten a 
better proposal,” said Supervisor Shirlee 
Zane, whose district includes the Chanate 
site. “It’s really what we had — and cer-

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump is barreling into a con-
frontation with the courts barely 
two weeks after taking office, fore-

shadowing years of  legal battles as 
an administration determined to 
disrupt the existing order presses 
the boundaries of  executive power.

Lawyers for the administration 
were ordered to submit a brief  today 
defending Trump’s order temporar-
ily banning refugees from around 
the world and all visitors from sev-
en predominantly Muslim countries 
from entering the United States. An 
appeals court in California refused 
Sunday to reinstate the ban after a 

lower court blocked it.
As people from the countries tar-

geted by Trump struggled to make 
their way to the United States while 
they could, the president for the 
second day in a row expressed rage 
at the judge in the case, this time 
accusing him of  endangering na-
tional security. Vice President Mike 
Pence defended the president’s tone, 
but lawyers and lawmakers of  both 
parties said Trump’s comments re-
flected a lack of  respect for the con-

stitutional system of  checks and bal-
ances.

Late in the day, Trump took to 
Twitter to pre-emptively blame the 
judge and the judiciary for what the 
president suggested would be a fu-
ture terrorist attack.

“Just cannot believe a judge would 
put our country in such peril," 
Trump wrote, a day after referring 
to the “so-called judge” in the case. 

9th Circuit lets halt to travel 
ban stand; administration 
expected to file brief today
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Those protesting Trump 
administration’s agenda 
look back to 2009
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State ‘awash in power at a premium price’

The bucolic orchards of  Sut-
ter County north of  Sacramento 
had never seen anything like it: 
a visiting governor and a media 
swarm — all to christen the first 
major natural gas power plant 
in California in more than a de-
cade.

At its 2001 launch, the Sutter 
Energy Center was hailed as the 
nation’s cleanest power plant. It 

generated electricity while us-
ing less water and natural gas 
than older designs.

A year ago, however, the 
$300-million plant closed in-
definitely, just 15 years into an 
expected 30- to 40-year lifespan. 
The power it produces is no lon-
ger needed — in large part be-
cause state regulators approved 
the construction of  a plant just 
40 miles away in Colusa that 
opened in 2010.

Two other large and efficient 
power plants in California 

also are facing closure decades 
ahead of  schedule. Like Sut-
ter, there is little need for their 
electricity. California has a big 
— and growing — glut of  pow-
er, an investigation by the Los 
Angeles Times has found. The 
state’s power plants are on track 
to be able to produce at least 21 
percent more electricity than it 
needs by 2020, based on official 
estimates. And that doesn’t even 
count the soaring production of  

By IVAN PENN 
AND RYAN MENEZES
LOS ANGELES TIMES

TURN TO POWER » PAGE A7

BY THE NUMBERS
New power plants online in 
California since 2008: 30.
Avg. cost of electricity in 
California: 15.42 cents per 
kilowatt hour.
Avg.. cost of electricity in U.S.: 
10.41 cents per kilowatt hour.
Percent cost increase in Califor-
nia since 2008: 12 percent.
Percent cost decrease in U.S. 
since 2008: 3 percent
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