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The Earth’s average sur-
face temperature in 2018 was 
the fourth-highest in nearly 
140 years of  record-keeping and 
a continuation of  an unmistak-

able warming trend, NASA sci-
entists announced Wednesday.

The data means that the five 
warmest years in recorded his-
tory have been the past five, and 
that 18 of  the 19 warmest years 
have occurred since 2001. The 
quickly rising temperatures 
over the past two decades cap 

a much longer warming trend 
documented by researchers, and 
correspond with the scientific 
consensus that climate change 
is caused by human activity.

“We’re no longer talking 
about a situation where global 
warming is something in the 
future,” said Gavin Schmidt, di-
rector of  the Goddard Institute 
for Space Studies, the NASA 
group that conducted the analy-
sis. “It’s here. It’s now.”

While this planet has seen 
hotter days in prehistoric times, 
and colder ones in the modern 
era, what sets recent warming 
apart in the sweep of  geologic 
time is the relatively sudden rise 
in temperatures and its clear 
correlation with increasing lev-
els of  greenhouse gases like car-
bon dioxide and methane pro-
duced by human activity.

2018 fourth-warmest year on record
CLIMATE » NASA scientists confirm trend of  
heating up since 2001 caused by human activity
By JOHN SCHWARTZ 
AND NADJA POPOVICH
NEW YORK TIMES

Another 
scandal 
roils 
Virginia

RICHMOND, Virginia — At-
torney General Mark Herring of  
Virginia acknowledged Wednes-
day that he put on blackface 
and wore a wig while an un-
dergraduate of  
the University 
of  Virginia in 
1980, becom-
ing the second 
statewide offi-
cial here in the 
last week to 
admit to imitat-
ing an African- 
American per-
son and send-
ing an already- 
stunned Capi-
tol reeling.

Herring re-
leased a state-
ment saying that he dressed 
like rapper Kurtis Blow, an ac-
knowledgment that instantly 
deepened a crisis in the state’s 
Democratic Party. The gover-
nor, Ralph Northam, under 
siege over a racist photo in his 
medical school yearbook, ad-
mitted last week that he once 
blackened his face as part of  a 
Michael Jackson costume. Just 
two days later, Lt. Gov. Justin 
Fairfax, the other one of  Vir-
ginia’s three statewide officials, 
faced an allegation of  sexual as-
sault, which he denied.

“Because of  our ignorance 

State’s attorney general 
admits to dressing in 
blackface at 1980 party
By JONATHAN MARTIN 
AND ALAN BLINDER
NEW YORK TIMES
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DEMS IN CRISIS

Mark
Herring
Virginia attorney 
general appeared 
in blackface at 
1980 Halloween 
party

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Lizette Ramos, left, helps her niece, Anabella Vielma, 7, with her math homework Wednesday in their Piper Street apartment in Healdsburg. The 
family, along with other residents, have been given 90 days by the building’s new owners to vacate their apartment.

Tenants facing upheaval
HEALDSBURG » LOW-INCOME APARTMENT COMPLEX SOLD

Five families in a low-rent Healdsburg 
apartment complex that recently 
changed hands have had their leases 

terminated by the new owner, triggering 
impassioned pleas from neighbors that the 
city find more immediate ways to address 
an affordable housing crisis they say is 
deepening, pushing out the local work-
force, including ethnic minorities.  

Community members, including four 
of  the tenants at the eight-unit Piper 

Street complex, packed the City Council 
chambers Monday night and demanded 
Healdsburg take stronger action to protect 
the affected renters and sustain the city’s 
affordable housing stock.  

Some questioned how the city has been 
spending a tax hike approved by voters 
three years ago on hotel stays, with the 
revenue dedicated to preserving and 
adding to Healdsburg’s housing for local 
workers.

“It seems the bulk of  that money was 
spent on staff salaries, which I would say 
... was poorly misappropriated,” said Ari 

Rosen, a Healdsburg chef  and restaura-
teur who has lived on Piper Street across 
from the apartment complex since 2005. 
“If  affordable housing is the No. 1 issue, 
then let’s treat it that way. Let’s keep 
neighborhoods diverse. Let’s keep the 
housing stock diverse.”

City officials contend, however, that 
the tax money has been spent properly, 
and that they’re making headway on the 
complicated issue. They cite the hiring of  
a new housing administrator to take on 

Renters get 90-day notice to relocate after buyer assesses repairs needed
By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Widespread blackouts possible

Embattled Pacific Gas & Elec-
tric Co. would expand to more 
than 5 million the number of  
customers that could temporar-

ily have their power shut off this 
year as part of  a wildfire-safety 
proposal the utility submitted 
Wednesday to state regulators.

In addition, PG&E wants to 
clear and remove trees and 
vegetation covering 2,450 miles, 
as well as install additional 
fire-spotter cameras and weath-
er-monitoring stations to pro-
vide early warnings of  fire dan-
ger.

The utility, which services 

Northern and Central Califor-
nia, said its wildfire-prevention 
plan would cost an estimated $2.3 
billion in 2019 and include all of  
its 5.4 million customers. PG&E 
filed the plan with the California 
Public Utilities Commission to 
comply with a state law enact-
ed last year in response to the 
state’s 2017 wildfires. 

If  the plan is approved, the 
utility would spend significant-
ly more for fire prevention and 

vegetation management than it 
has in previous years. In 2017, 
the most recent year for which 
figures were immediately avail-
able, PG&E spent $649 million 
on fire safety, according to a 
10-K filing with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission.

On Jan. 29, the company 
sought Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection from creditors, in an 
attempt to stave off an estimat-
ed $30 billion in liabilities from 

California fires in 2017 and 2018. 
State fire authorities blamed the 
utility’s equipment for igniting 
17 major fires in the last two 
years. However, the state two 
weeks ago said PG&E was not 
responsible for starting the Oc-
tober 2017 Tubbs fire that erupt-
ed in Calistoga and burned into 
Santa Rosa, killing 22 people 
and destroying 5,636 structures, 

PG&E submits newly 
required wildfire-safety 
plan to state regulators
By ANDREW BEALE 
AND GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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