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INSIDE

City pledges to be ‘indivisible’

Judges 
hammer 
both 
sides

SAN FRANCISCO — Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s travel 
ban faced its toughest test yet 
Tuesday as a panel of  appeals 
court judges hammered away 
at the administration’s claim 
that the ban was motivated by 
terrorism fears while also di-
recting pointed questions to an 
attorney challenging the ex-
ecutive order on grounds that 
it unconstitutionally targeted 
Muslims.

The contentious hearing be-
fore three judges on the San 
Francisco-based 9th Circuit 
Court of  Appeals focused nar-
rowly on whether a restraining 
order issued by a lower court 
should remain in effect while a 
challenge to the ban proceeds. 

But the judges also jumped 
into the larger constitutional 
questions surrounding Trump’s 
order, which temporarily sus-
pended the nation’s refugee 
program and immigration from 
seven mostly Muslim countries 
that have raised terrorism con-
cerns.

The hearing was conducted 
by phone — an unusual step — 
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Gervacio Peña, second from right, holds a sign during the Santa Rosa 
City Council meeting Tuesday to discuss a proposal giving safe haven to 
undocumented immigrants.

Santa Rosa unanimously de-
clared itself  an “indivisible city” 
Tuesday in an effort to express 
its support for undocumented 
immigrants without using the 
controversial term “sanctuary,” 
which some council members 
worried might give residents a 
greater sense of  protection than 
the city could offer. 

Mayor Chris Coursey said he 
hoped the novel label would not 
detract from the council’s goal 
of  sending the clearest possible 
message to residents that they 
are valued and supported by 

their city.
“We have friends, we have 

neighbors, we have co-workers 
— we all know people who are 
in jeopardy because of  the in-
tent of  the new administration 
in Washington,” Coursey said. 
“It’s  our intent to protect those 
people and that’s the bottom 
line here.”

Some residents hissed and 
one woman stood up and shout-
ed her frustration that the coun-
cil would avoid the term “sanc-
tuary.” Many speakers had 
specifically urged the council 
to use the term, viewing it the 
best way to send a defiant mes-
sage of  refusal to cooperate to 

federal officials. 
But Coursey flatly reject-

ed the idea that the label of  
the resolution mattered, only 
its contents.

“Whether we call it indivisi-
ble, whether we call it friendly, 
whether we call it Mayberry, 
whether we call it sanctuary,” 
Coursey said. “I want to cele-
brate the diversity of  this com-
munity and will continue to do 
that as long as I’m in this seat.”

Council member John Sawyer 
spoke most eloquently against 
the use of  the term sanctuary, 
which he called “grandiose.” He 
said it would give people a misi-
mpression about how safe Santa 
Rosa could make them, which 
he argued would be misleading 
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Opposing attorneys 
claim move unfairly 
targets Muslims
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TRAVEL BAN

President Donald Trump

Mendocino College may drop football team

Mendocino College President 
Arturo Reyes confirmed Tues-
day he has initiated a proce-
dure to assess the vitality of  his 
school’s football program — a 
process that could culminate in 
the end of  the team.

“I think there’s a chance 
there will be no Mendocino JC 

football this fall,” Reyes 
said. “At this point I’d 
say it’s probably a 50-50 
chance.”

Mendocino has pro-
duced NFL players like 
Ronnie Cruz with the 
Kansas City Chiefs in 
2005-06 and prospects 
like Jamar King, cur-
rently at the University 
of  Alabama. But in recent years, 
the program has been beset by 
controversy. In an open letter 
submitted to the Ukiah Daily 
Journal, Reyes noted that stu-
dents who play football at the 

school are succeeding 
at a lower rate, and ac-
quiring degrees less 
frequently, than the gen-
eral population of  Men-
docino College students. 

Reyes also asserted 
the program is not prof-
itable. He said in his 
letter, which he shared 
with The Press Demo-

crat, that total football revenue 
for the 2015-16 school year, in-
cluding all tuition, fundraising 
and gate attendance at Eagles 
home games, was $256,000. Ex-
penditures, including cost of  

instruction, coaches’ salaries, 
transportation, paid officials 
and meal money to students, 
was $275,305, a net loss of  nearly 
$20,000.

“While this may seem like a 
significant amount, it would be 
well worth the cost incurred 
if  we were able to see students 
achieving consistent academic 
success,” Reyes wrote.

The most public rebuke came 
last year, when the Daily Jour-
nal reported that as many as 
30 football players were packed 
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President cites costs, 
players’ academics 
in ordering assessment

Arturo
Reyes
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A dining room table and a lamp are what is left of a second-story dining room after a large fir tree crashed through the back end of a home in 
Sebastopol. More rain is expected today and Thursday.

New storm causes slides
WINTER MESS » Torrential rains soak hillsides, knock down 
trees, flood roads and Russian River expected to crest again

Mudslides, downed trees, flooded 
roads and swollen waterways. 
Again.

Winter storms keep reshaping soggy 
Sonoma County, with another drenching 
expected to deliver up to 2 new inches of  
precipitation Thursday.

The storm that hit early Tuesday 
brought torrential rain that swamped 

county roads, creeks and rain gauges, and 
pushed the Russian River above flood level 
for the second time this year. Hilltop com-
munities such as Cazadero reported more 
than 5 inches of  rain, while other parts of  
the county received up to 3 inches.

The river was expected to crest early to-
day at 34.5 feet in Guerneville, a level that 
affects mostly low-lying areas. The muddy 
water likely will retreat below flood stage 
by this afternoon, according to the Nation-
al Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion.

In a year where the river already reached 
38 feet in January, some emergency offi-
cials expressed less concern Tuesday about 
waterways and more about the number of  
soaked hillsides giving way.

“The biggest thing for us is the slides,” 
Monte Rio Fire Chief  Steve Baxman said. 
“We’ve had eight to 10 new ones, every-
where you go.”

After 2.77 inches of  rain Tuesday, Santa 
Rosa now has received a total of  43.52 inch-
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