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REMEMBERING FRANK ROBINSON: First black 
manager in Major League Baseball, who died 
Thursday, was large presence in game / C1
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Share of wrestling title nets 
Lobos a rare banner.   C1

SAVING THE PHOENIX » 
Benefit concerts seek to raise 
funds for fire safety.   D1

SOCIAL FORCES » Sonoma 
County exhibit addresses 
topics seen as threats.   D1
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Sewer main 
to be fixed 
over 3 years

Work is to begin this summer 
on the next phase of  replacing 
an old and failing sewer main 
that runs through Sonoma Val-
ley, periodically leaking waste-
water during heavy winter 
storms.

Crews are going to be tackling 
three pipeline segments total-
ing 1.8 miles over the next three 
years, beginning with a section 
likely to be the most disrup-
tive, given its intersection with 
a key transportation corridor 
in northwest Sonoma. The first 
stretch of  pipeline to be upgrad-
ed starts on Sixth Street West 
but quickly aligns with West 
Napa Street and Highway 12 and 
then turns north toward Max-
well Farms Regional Park.

The Sonoma Valley Coun-
ty Sanitation District, which 
manages the area’s wastewater 
treatment system, has laid plans 
for the roughly $15 million proj-

WASHINGTON — Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
of  Saudi Arabia told a top aide 
in a conversation in 2017 that he 
would use “a bullet” on Jamal 
Khashoggi, the journalist killed 
in October, if  Khashoggi did not 
return to the kingdom and end 
his criticism of  the Saudi gov-
ernment, according to current 
and former U.S. and foreign of-
ficials with direct knowledge of  
intelligence reports.

The conversation, intercept-
ed by U.S. intelligence agencies, 
is the most detailed evidence 
to date that the crown prince 
considered killing Khashoggi 
long before a team of  Saudi op-
eratives strangled him inside 
the Saudi Consulate in Istan-
bul and dismembered his body 
using a bone saw. Khashoggi’s 

Crown prince quoted as 
saying he’d use ‘a bullet’ 
on critic Khashoggi
By MARK MAZZETTI
NEW YORK TIMES
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Liberal Dems make pitch for  
climate in Green New Deal

WASHINGTON — Liberal 
Democrats put flesh on their 
“Green New Deal” slogan 
Thursday with a sweeping res-
olution intended to redefine 
the national debate on climate 
change by calling for the United 
States to eliminate additional 
emissions of  carbon by 2030.

The measure, 
drafted by freshman 
Rep. Alexandria Oc-
asio-Cortez, D-New 
York, and Sen. Ed 
Markey, D-Massa-
chusetts, is intended 
to answer the demand, by the 
party’s restive base, for a grand 
strategy that combats climate 
change, creates jobs and offers 
an affirmative response to the 
challenge to core party values 

posed by President 
Donald Trump.

The resolution 
has more breadth 
than detail and is so 
ambitious that Re-
publicans greeted 

it with derision. Its legislative 
prospects are bleak in the fore-
seeable future; House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-San Francisco, PETE MAROVICH / NEW YORK TIMES

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York speaks beside Sen. Ed Markey 
of Massachusetts about the Green New Deal on Thursday in Washington.

By LISA FRIEDMAN  
AND GLENN THRUSH
NEW YORK TIMES
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INSIDE
North Coast lawmaker  
Huffman named 
Thursday to Select 
Committee on the 
Climate Crisis / A3

The Richmond-San Rafael Bridge was 
shut down twice Thursday during on-
going emergency safety inspections 

prompted by falling concrete chunks that 
crashed onto at least one vehicle and shut 
the bridge spanning the northernmost por-
tion of  the San Francisco Bay.

As of  9 p.m. Thursday night, all lanes on 
the bridge were open. Caltrans workers 
installed metal plating on the bridge’s up-
per deck and completed emergency inspec-
tions, according to Caltrans spokesman 
Vince Jacala.

Sonoma resident Graham Edwards was 
the only person to reportedly suffer vehi-
cle damage as a result of  falling concrete, 
and his wife made the initial report to CHP 
about the danger on the bridge. 

Edwards was driving his white Mercedes-
Benz C300 across the bridge to the Oakland 
airport when he looked up and saw concrete 
chunks falling from the roof  of  the bridge. 
Edwards wasn’t sure whether to speed up 
or slow down to avoid the falling concrete, 
but he quickly tapped his brakes. An 8- or 
9-inch chunk of  concrete slammed into his 
car’s grill, damaging the front bumper.

“It was probably just that quick brake 

pump was what made the difference be-
tween it hitting my bumper and hitting my 
windshield,” he said. “For somebody who’s 
never actually been terrified in a car, I was 
pretty shaken.”

After determining his car had not suf-

fered damage that required immediate 
attention, he continued on to the Oakland 
airport, only to discover his flight had been 
canceled, he said.

PHOTOS BY ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Eastbound motorists begin merging into a single lane on the approach to the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge on Thursday. Chunks of concrete fell 
from the upper deck onto the lower part of the bridge, closing the upper westbound lanes and two of the eastbound lanes, according to the CHP.

Falling concrete halts  
all traffic for hours

No injuries, car damaged as region’s traffic snarled for commute 
By JULIE JOHNSON, KEVIN FIXLER 
AND ANDREW BEALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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A Caltrans crew works in the eastbound lanes of the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge on Thursday.


