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Dodd  
seeks fire 
warning 
center  

Bringing technology into the 
battle against California’s cat-
astrophic fires, state Sen. Bill 
Dodd is pushing for the creation 
of  a state-operated wildfire 
warning center 
linked to a net-
work of  auto-
mated weather 
stations in high 
fire-risk areas.

Dodd, a Napa 
D e m o c r a t 
whose district 
was hit hard 
by the North 
Bay wildfires 
of  2017, said the system would 
identify dangerous conditions 
before fires erupt, allowing time 
to deactivate power lines and put 
firefighting resources in place.

His bill, SB 209, introduced 
this week would put three state 
agencies — the Public Utilities 
Commission, Office of  Emergen-
cy Services and Cal Fire — in 
charge of  the California Wildfire 
Warning Center.

It would also require PG&E 

Bill would form network 
of weather stations 
in wildfire-prone areas
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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A second woman came forward Friday 
with claims that she had been sexually 
assaulted by Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax of  Vir-
ginia, intensifying the weeklong political 
crisis in the state and leading some top fel-
low Democrats to call for Fairfax to resign.

The woman, Meredith Watson, accused 
Fairfax of  raping her while they were stu-
dents at Duke University in 2000, saying in 
a statement that his actions were “premed-
itated and aggressive” and demanding that 
he resign immediately. Watson spoke out 
two days after Vanessa Tyson, a political 
science professor from California, said she 

was assaulted by Fairfax in 2004 during 
the Democratic National Convention in 
Boston.

By Friday evening, Fairfax was facing 
a wave of  calls for his resignation. Dem-
ocrats in the Virginia House and Senate 
urged him to step down, saying he “could 
no longer fulfill his duties to the common-
wealth.” Patrick Hope, a Democrat in the 
Virginia House, said he would introduce 
articles of  impeachment against Fairfax 
on Monday if  the lieutenant governor had 
not resigned by then.

Fairfax, in a statement issued Friday 
evening, denied all of  the allegations and 
called the latest one “demonstrably false.” 

 STEVE HELBER / ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Virginia Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax gavels the session to 
order Friday at the start of the Senate session at the 
Capitol in Richmond, Virginia.

By STEPHANIE SAUL  
AND SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
NEW YORK TIMES
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Bill
Dodd

Near 
fatality 
during 
wildfire

LOS ANGELES — Infighting 
among fire leaders from multiple 
agencies during the largest wild-
fire in California’s modern histo-
ry created a tense environment 
that trickled down to ground 
troops and might have endan-
gered the lives of  firefighters, 
according to a report released 
Friday.

The report, compiled by staff 
from the U.S. Forest Service, 
Cal Fire and the L.A. City Fire 
Department, focuses on an  
Aug. 19 incident in which a group 
of firefighters from L.A. and 
the California Department of   

By JACLYN COSGROVE
LOS ANGELES TIMES

RANCH FIRE

Confusion, infighting 
put firefighters at risk, 
report by Cal Fire finds
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Every Monday, the phone rings off 
the hook at Santa Rosa Community 
Health’s dental clinic on North Dutton 

Avenue, as more than 500 people vie for an 
appointment — six weeks out. Outside the 
year-old clinic, the week starts out with a 
line of  up to 20 people waiting for the same.

Because of  a severe staff shortage, the 
clinic can only take between 50 and  
55 new patients, most of  them children and 
pregnant women.

“We have enough people to see. We just 
don’t have the staff,” said Oana Mihaltan, 
the dental clinic’s supervisor.

The state-of-the-art clinic, equipped with 
eight dental chairs, is operating at only 40 
percent of  capacity while it tries to recruit 
six dental assistants and  
two dentists.

Like many other health care providers 
in the North Bay, Santa Rosa Community 
Health has the funding, the facilities and 
the patient demand to bring on new staff. 
What it doesn’t have are candidates to fill 
those positions. 

It’s a quandary that communities across 
California are facing, according to a new 
report released this week by a statewide 
task force that spent the past two years 
looking into health care staffing shortages. 

The report, by the California Future Health 
Workforce Commission, called for an invest-
ment of  $3 billion over 10 years to address 
shortages in doctors, nurses, medical assis-
tants, mental health care workers and home 
care workers.

The commission, led by Janet Napolitano, 
president of  the University of  California 
system, and Lloyd Dean, president and 
CEO of health care giant Dignity Health, 
included nearly two dozen prominent 
health, policy, workforce development and 
education leaders. 

The report identified statewide workforce 

shortages in three medical areas: primary, 
dental and mental health care. It found that 
in some regions of  the state, “this crisis is 
already at hand.” 

The report pointed out that 7 million 
state residents, many of them minorities, 
live in Health Professional Shortage Areas, 
a federal designation for geographic areas, 
populations or health care facilities with a 
shortage of  primary care, dental or mental 
health providers and services.

For example, in a portion of  northern 

PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Registered dental assistant William Guzman, left, enters patient information on Friday while Dr. Cynthia Hom examines Alex Garakian in the 
dental center of the Santa Rosa Community Health-Dutton Campus in Santa Rosa.

Too many patients, 
not enough doctors

State panel calls for 
spending $3B to add 
qualified professionals
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SONOMA COUNTY » HEALTH WORKER SHORTAGE

Resident physician Dr. Lauren Glaser talks to Dr. David Koida about a patient at the end of a 
residency update meeting Friday at the Kaiser Permanente Medical Center in Santa Rosa.


