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Gay marriages begin in Alabama
U.S. high court’s denial of
stay sought by state justice
seen as sign of future ruling
By ERIK ECKHOLM
NEW YORK TI ME S

Until Monday, Chief Justice
Roy Moore of Alabama had
what some legal experts called a
plausible argument for delaying
the onset of same-sex marriage
in the state, which had been ordered by a U.S. District Court

judge. After all, the U.S. Supreme Court will decide the issue for the entire nation in coming months and it made sense,
Moore and other opponents
of same-sex marriage said, to
freeze things until the highest
court ruled.
The argument may have been
plausible, but it became irrelevant Monday as the Supreme
Court, with only two dissenters,
said it would not grant the stay
the state had sought.
On Monday, as some of the
state’s probate judges began

to issue marriage licenses to
same-sex couples while many
more still refused, a clash of
federal and state authority began to unfold. But legal experts
said it would almost surely end
with state officials honoring the
federal decision, which was issued last month by Judge Callie
Granade of U.S. District Court.
Moore had raised the stakes
Sunday, issuing a letter saying
that probate judges should not
“issue or recognize a marriage
license that is inconsistent”

Shanté Wolfe
wipes tears
from Tori
Sisson’s face
after they
became the
first couple in
Montgomery,
Ala., to file
their marriage
license on
Monday.
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With measles outbreak spreading, low vaccination rates
in some west county schools alarm parents and health officials

Backlash Builds

Don Clausen

Longtime
lawmaker
Clausen
dies at 91
Affable Republican known
for bipartisan dealmaking,
Warm Springs Dam project
By GUY KOVNER
T HE P R ES S D EM O CR AT

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

Yve Duran pulled daughter Elliot, 3, out of a preschool in Sebastopol when the measles outbreak reached Marin County. Duran says she
is afraid that the low rates of immunization in west county will jeopardize the health of her daughter, who is battling leukemia.

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRES S D E MO C RAT

F

or the sake of her 3-year-old,
leukemia-stricken daughter, Yve
Duran is appealing to her Sebastopol neighbors to reconsider their views
against vaccinating their children
against measles.
When two cases of measles were
documented last month in Marin County, Duran took her younger daughter,
Elliot, from preschool on the campus of
a Sebastopol elementary school. Now
she worries that Elliot — who is vaccinated but is more vulnerable due to her
treatment for leukemia — will contract
measles, one of the most contagious of
all infectious diseases, in a park or at
a grocery store. She sometimes puts a
mask over the girl’s mouth and nose
when they go out.

“There are children (like Elliot) in
the community who are relying on the
people around them to keep them safe,”
Duran said. “It’s very real to me.”
Duran’s plea comes as the debate over
state-mandated vaccinations reaches into presidential politics and into
homes throughout Sonoma County and
the greater North Coast. It has prompted a growing campaign — including
new legislation — in favor of childhood
vaccinations that health officials say are
a critical public safety tool.
The measles outbreak that began in
mid-December at Disneyland and has
reached 107 cases statewide, spreading
as far north as Marin County, has also
prompted a vocal backlash against parents who do not vaccinate their children
for various reasons, including personal
and religious beliefs or overriding mediTURN TO MEASLES, PAGE A5

DECLINING RATES
Measles immunization rates for kindergarteners, 2014-15
Number
County
of students
Rates
Napa
1,921
94.74%
Lake
845
92.19%
Sonoma
6,552
91.48%
Marin
3,334
88.03%
Mendocino
1,191
83.38%
California
535,234
92.55%
Source: California Department of Public Health

ONLINE
For a map of the vaccination rate at North Coast schools,
go to pd2go.net/l1xXd9
For the Public Health Department’s list of rates at schools,
go to shotsforschool.org/k-12/reporting-data.

Group among bidders for forest land
Conservationists seeking
to buy 30,000 acres
near Gualala River
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEM O C RAT

A coalition of conservation
groups with visions of riverfront parkland, environmentally friendly forestry practices
and watershed preservation
will submit a bid today on 30,000
acres of redwood timber holdings and bluff-top land at the

mouth of the Gualala River,
straddling Sonoma and Mendocino counties.
Led by the Conservation Fund
in close partnership with the
Sonoma Land Trust and a variety of local agencies and private
nonprofits, the alliance is proposing what representatives say
is a fair, well-researched price
that it hopes will be enough to
sway the seller, Gualala Redwoods Inc.
But it’s not clear who else is
competing for the land, put on
the auction block last fall, how

the bids, due today, will be evaluated, nor how long it might
take for a deal to be announced.
“I think everybody that’s out
here that has any interest at all
in it is trying to figure that out,”
said Mike Jani, chief forester
and president of Humboldt Redwoods Co. and Mendocino Redwoods Co.
The process established for
the sale is shrouded in secrecy
— details about the property released to potential bidders only
under strict confidentiality,
and seller representatives mum

about who the interested parties
are.
Conservation interests just
hope GRI owner and Chairman
Ollie Edmunds, whose family has invested 66 years in the
land, sees some value in a legacy
that protects the environment,
though they say their offer also
reflects the land’s true value.
“The whole coalition has invested a lot of time and energy
to make sure we’ve thoroughly
analyzed the data to make sure
we can feel confident in our proTURN TO LAND, PAGE A5

Don Clausen, an affable Republican and well-connected
legislator who represented the
North Coast in Congress for 20
years, securing funding to help
to build major public works
projects including the Warm
Springs Dam at Lake Sonoma,
died Saturday at a Fortuna hospital. He was 91.
A World War II veteran with
business and family roots in
Humboldt and Del Norte counties, Clausen thrived politically for two decades on personal
charm — slapping men on the
back and kissing women’s hands
— and cultivating votes among
the Democratic majority in his
district stretching from Marin
County to the Oregon border.
His House tenure ran from
1963 to 1983, when changing demographics and more liberal
attitudes in the coastal district,
plus a more formidable opponent, cost him his seat.
But as a moderate Republican, he nevertheless excelled as
a dealmaker in his day, cultivating bipartisan connections and
delivering federal projects to
constituents back home.
The fish hatchery at Warm
TURN TO CLAUSEN, PAGE A5

INSIDE

NEW ISLAMIC STATE VIDEO:

British hostage held since
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