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Intruders likely hunting pot
Assailants who broke into
2 SR homes may have been
planning to sell stolen goods
By NICK RAHAIM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

FACEBOOK, 2013

Jose Luis Torres was killed in his rural Santa Rosa
home Thursday by masked intruders.

The masked intruders who broke
into two Santa Rosa-area homes early
Thursday morning, killing one man,
may have been looking for marijuana
that could be sold on the East Coast at
a premium, authorities said Friday.
Detectives haven’t determined a motive for the robberies, but the connection to cannabis is a strong possibility,

Sonoma County Sheriff’s Sgt. Spencer
Crum said. Their demands during the
pre-dawn robberies were clear: marijuana and cash, according to Crum.
The Sheriff’s Office released the
names of the five suspects Friday and
the Santa Rosa businessman who was
killed in his home.
Jose Luis Torres, 54, owned the
Melcon Lane residence off Todd Road
southwest of Santa Rosa with his wife,
Adriana Pereyra-Torres, according
to Sonoma County property records.
The couple also own and operate Advance Appliance Services, a Santa Rosa-area appliance repair business.
The five suspects forced their way

into the home at 6:45 a.m. with Torres and his family inside. He was shot
multiple times, according to initial
dispatch reports. The Sheriff’s Office
hasn’t confirmed the number of shots
fired or specified how many times Torres was hit.
First responders performed CPR on
Torres but he died of his wounds at
the house, the Sheriff’s Office said.
Deputies found evidence of pot cultivation and sales at the home, Crum
said. The suspects also stole weapons
from the Melcon Lane residence, he
said.
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NORTH COAST » 2017 GRAPE CROP

Lower yield, higher value

John Kelly

Kelly
willing
to step
down
Chief of staff signals he
may resign after aide’s
spousal abuse scandal
By MAGGIE HABERMAN AND
JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
NEW YORK TIMES

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Brian Maloney, director of winemaking with Boisset Family Estates, uses a thief to sample the 2017 vintage Friday at Buena Vista Winery in Sonoma.

Despite wildfires and heat spikes, vineyards produce a record $1.51 billion
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

D

espite lower yields from a difficult
harvest between heat spikes and wildfires, North Coast vineyards produced
a record $1.51 billion of grapes in 2017 as prices
continued to climb to new highs, according to
preliminary figures released Friday.
The average price of grapes from Sonoma,
Napa, Mendocino and Lake counties last year
jumped 9 percent to an unprecedented
$3,259 per ton, according to a report issued by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
Although the size of the crop fell 8 percent
last year to 464,765 tons, rising prices drove up

the value of the region’s prized grape crop
1.3 percent from $1.49 billion in 2016.
The 2017 harvest was difficult for winemakers as they battled a Labor Day heat wave that
forced them to pick pinot noir and chardonnay
grapes before they began to raisin. A month
later, some growers had to leave their fruit —
mostly late varietal reds — on the vine because
they were damaged by smoke from the October
wildfires.
Sonoma and Mendocino counties had the largest declines in yield in 2017, with both experiencing a 10 percent drop, while Napa County grape
production declined 7.5 percent. Lake County
TURN TO GRAPES » PAGE A8

SONOMA COUNTY’S BIG 3
Chardonnay, pinot noir and cabernet
sauvignon accounted for 72 percent of
the 204,916 tons of grapes harvested in
Sonoma County last year.
Varietal
Chardonnay
Pinot noir
Cabernet
sauvignon

Tons
60,920
42,969
42,930

Price
$2,333
$3,917
$3,071

WASHINGTON — John Kelly,
the White House chief of staff,
told officials in the West Wing
on Friday that he was willing
to step down over his handling
of allegations of spousal abuse
against Rob Porter, the staff secretary who resigned in disgrace
this week over the accusations,
according to two officials aware
of the discussions.
The officials emphasized that
they did not consider a resignation imminent, and that Kelly — a retired four-star Marine
general who early in his tenure
often used a threat of quitting as
a way to temper President Donald Trump’s behavior — had
made no formal offer. In comments to reporters at the White
House on Friday, Kelly said he
had not offered to resign.
But his suggestion in private
that he would be willing to step
down if the president wanted
him to reflected the degree to
which the scandal surrounding
Porter has engulfed the White
House, touching off a bitter
round of recriminations that

Source: USDA
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Russian agent conned US spies out of $100,000
Kremlin-linked source
offered details on NSA
hack, dirt on Trump
By MATTHEW ROSENBERG
NEW YORK TIMES

BERLIN — After months of
secret negotiations, a shadowy
Russian bilked American spies
out of $100,000 last year, promising to deliver stolen National Se-
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curity Agency cyberweapons in
a deal that he insisted would also
include compromising material on President Donald Trump,
according to U.S. and European
intelligence officials.
The cash, delivered in a suitcase to a Berlin hotel room in
September, was intended as the
first installment of a $1 million
payout, according to U.S. officials, the Russian and communications reviewed by the New
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York Times. The theft of the
secret hacking tools had been
devastating to the NSA, and the
agency was struggling to get a
full inventory of what was missing.
Several U.S. intelligence officials said they made clear that
they did not want the Trump material from the Russian, who was
suspected of having murky ties
to Russian intelligence and to
Eastern European cybercrimi-

nals. He claimed the information
would link the president and his
associates to Russia. Instead of
providing the hacking tools, the
Russian produced unverified
and possibly fabricated information involving Trump and
others, including bank records,
emails and purported Russian
intelligence data.
The U.S. intelligence officials
said they cut off the deal because they were wary of being

RARE BIPARTISAN AGREEMENT: Congress

passes a 2-year spending plan, reversing a
short-lived government shutdown / B1

entangled in a Russian operation to create discord inside the
U.S. government. They were
also fearful of political fallout in
Washington if they were seen to
be buying scurrilous information on the president.
The Central Intelligence Agency declined to comment on the
negotiations with the Russian
seller. The NSA, which produced
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