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SPLASHING GOOD TIME: 
Benefield: Wet days don’t 
stop all-weather runners 
from having fun while  
getting in a workout / C1

MAKING THE MOST 
OF MEATLESS MEAL
It’s easier thanks to popularity 
of protein-rich tofu, tempeh 
and seitan Food+Wine

NBC SUSPENDS WILLIAMS AND STEWART TO EXIT ‘THE DAILY SHOW’ News A2, A3

CHANGES IN 
TV LANDSCAPE

PG&E seeks 25,000 car plug-in stations

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

STRENGTH IN CHARDONNAY: Carol Shelton pours samples of the 2014 Wild Thing Chardonnay, right, and the 2014 Wild Thing Dry Rose of Carignane at her 
winery in Santa Rosa. Chardonnay remains Sonoma County’s largest varietal, with 86,914 tons harvested last year.

Grape crop sets record
WINE INDUSTRY: Despite expected smaller crop in 2014, rising prices  

and strong demand for high-end cabs help vineyards rake in $1.45 billion
SR may 
drop suit 

over 
pathway

Santa Rosa has tentatively 
agreed to drop its long-standing 
legal challenge against a gated 
community that has objected 
to bicyclists and horseback rid-
ers using a disputed easement 
between Oakmont and Annadel 
State Park. 

On the eve of  trial in the 
5-year-old case, attorneys for 
the city and the Villages at Wild 
Oak Association on Friday told 
Sonoma County Superior Court 
Judge Elliot Daum they had a 
tentative agreement to settle the 
matter. 

Details still need to be ironed 
out, but if  the outlines of  the 
deal can be formalized, the city 
and the association have agreed 
to dismiss their respective law-
suits over the access issue, City 
Attorney Caroline Fowler said. 

Michael Scott, attorney for 
the association, confirmed set-
tlement discussions are under-
way but declined to provide de-
tails, saying he was “very leery 
of  jinxing it.” 

Fowler, who has been before 
the council in closed session 
twice in recent weeks, also de-
clined to discuss details. One of  
the issues that will need to be 
resolved, however, is what kinds 
of  changes need to be made to 
the signs along the easement 
that currently read “Private 
road” and “No trespassing” and 

Artificially cooling planet no longer a fringe idea

WASHINGTON — It’s time to 
study and maybe even test the idea of  
cooling the Earth by injecting sulfur 
pollution high in the air to reflect the 
sun’s heat, a first-of-its-kind federal 
science report said Tuesday.

The idea was once considered 
fringe — to purposely re-engineer 
the planet’s climate as a last ditch ef-
fort to battle global warming with an 
artificial cloud. No longer.

In a nuanced, two-volume report, 

the National Academy of  Sciences 
said that the concept should not be 
acted upon immediately because it 
is too risky, but it should be stud-
ied and perhaps tested outdoors in 
small projects. It could be a relatively 
cheap, effective and quick way to cool 
the planet by mimicking the natural 
effects on climate of  large volcanic 
eruptions, but scientists concede 
there could be dramatic and danger-
ous side effects that they don’t know 
about.

Because warming has worsened 
and some countries might act uni-

laterally, scientists said research is 
needed to calculate the consequenc-
es.

Panel chairwoman Marcia McNutt, 
editor of  the journal Science and for-
mer director of  the U.S. Geological 
Survey, said in an interview that the 
public should read this report “and 
say, ‘This is downright scary.’ And 
they should say, ‘If  this is our Hail 
Mary, what a scary, scary place we 
are in.’”

This is the first time a govern-
ment-associated science panel talked 

Tentative deal reached 
in dispute over easement 
linking Oakmont, Annadel

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

SAN FRANCISCO — The 
state’s biggest utility wants 
to install 25,000 electric car 
charging stations across North-
ern and Central California and 
have customers foot the bill.

More than 60,000 plug-in elec-
tric vehicles are currently regis-
tered in PG&E’s service area in 
Central and Northern Califor-
nia.

But there are only 
1,991  charging stations state-
wide, according to the U.S. De-
partment of  Energy. Some driv-
ers worry they will be stranded.

The stations would have char-
gers that provide up to 25 miles 
of  power for every hour of  
charging. They would located in 
apartment complexes and retail 

centers and at workplaces.
For motorists driving long 

distances, the utility will install 
100 “fast chargers,” which can 
recharge an electric vehicle’s 
battery in 30 minutes. A grow-
ing number of  the fast-charging 
stations are popping up along 
the “West Coast Electric High-
way,” which runs from British 
Columbia to Baja California.

Alan Soule, president of  the 
North Bay Electric Automobile 
Association, welcomed the news 
Tuesday.

“It’s fabulous,” he said. 
“Many of  the chargers are go-
ing into low-income housing ar-
eas. These are the areas where 
it’s been difficult to get chargers 
installed. The more home char-
gers or workplace chargers we 
can get, the more appealing elec-
tric vehicles will be to people.”

The utility says the goal is to 
help Gov. Jerry Brown’s plan to 
have 1.5  million zero-emission 
vehicles in California by 2025.

The price tag for the charging 
stations is $653.8 million.

PG&E wants its 5.1  million 
electricity customers to cover 
the costs.

On Monday, the utility sub-
mitted its plan to the California 
Public Utilities Commission for 
consideration. If  approved, res-
idential customers could see a 
hike of  about 70 cents on their 
monthly bill for five years start-
ing in 2018.

PG&E says there are benefits 
as well.

“By supporting market accep-

Utility’s 5.1 million customers 
would be on hook for its 

$53.8 million plan for state

By KRISTIN J. BENDER
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Federal report:  
Spraying sulfur 
in atmosphere 
is very risky and 
has unknown  
side effects,  
but concept  

deserves 
 consideration

Grape production dropped 7  per-
cent on the North Coast in 2014, 
though its vineyards still delivered 
a record $1.45  billion crop as ris-
ing prices and strong demand for 
top-quality cabernet sauvignon off-
set smaller yields, according to a 
new report issued Tuesday.

The smaller crop had been widely 
expected by growers and winemak-
ers after back-to-back record-break-
ing harvests in 2012 and 2013. Even 
so,  growers in Napa, Sonoma, 
Mendocino and Lake counties still 
picked 528,878 tons of  grapes last fall 
— making it the third-largest har-
vest in more than a quarter-centu-
ry, according to preliminary figures 

issued Tuesday by the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Agriculture.

“In general, I think things are 
pretty healthy,” said Glenn Proctor, 
a partner at the Ciatti Co., a San Ra-
fael wine and grape broker. “We got 
a third year in a row of  a large crop 
with good quality.”  

Grape prices set new highs across 
the region, except in Mendocino 
County, continuing a run that has 
driven up the average price of  North 
Coast grapes by 24  percent in just 
four years. Napa Valley grapes again 
commanded the highest prices in the 
state, jumping 10 percent last year to 
an average of  $4,065 a ton. Its famed 
cabernet sauvignon grapes sold for 
an average of  $5,815 per ton, accord-
ing to a breakdown by Ciatti, making 
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By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

GRAPE HARVEST IN VALUES, TONNAGE
The value of the North Coast grape crop reached a new 
high in 2014. Although smaller than the 2013 vintage, the 
2014 grape crop is the third-largest in more than 25 years.
Year  Value (in billions) Tons 
2005  $1.09  505,576
2006  $1.03  475,125 
2007  $1.00 441,555 
2008  $0.87  358,609 
2009  $1.07  446,665 
2010  $0.94  428,595 
2011  $0.87 379,878  
2012  $1.38  555,854 
2013  $1.42  566,995 
*2014  $1.45  528,878
*preliminary 
Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture 


