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Residents tire of flooded conditions
RUSSIAN RIVER » Waterway overflows banks for
4th time in 6 weeks; more storms due next week
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

GUERNEVILLE — For fourth
time in six weeks, the Russian
River jumped its banks Friday in
what has become a familiar and
irksome ritual that has some in
western Sonoma County looking back fondly on the last few

years of drought.
The strong series of storms
this winter and rising water levels on the river are a fact of life
for many here. But some say
they’ve had enough and are tired
of putting their lives on hold.
“We’re so sick of it we’re moving,” said Brandi Courrier, who
lives in a rental cabin home on

Sycamore Court, behind the Fife
Creek Commons housing complex.
On Friday afternoon, as the
river crested above 34 feet, Courrier and her husband, Ricky
Ramirez, parked their car at the
edge of the flood waters to check
on Courrier’s 68-year-old mother, who also lives in a rental cabin, and their pets.
Donning
rubber
boots,

Bruce
MacDonell
rescues
Renaldo
Carrasco
after his car
became stuck
in floodwaters
on Neeley Road
on Friday in
Guerneville.
BETH SCHLANKER
THE PRESS
DEMOCRAT
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NORTH COAST » Grape crop reaches record price per ton
in 2016, but more costs could curb cause for celebration
President Donald Trump

Trump
considers
rewrite
of order
Analysts skeptical any
travel ban would
be constitutional
By MATT ZAPOTOSKY
AND PHILIP RUCKER
The WASHINGTON POST
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High-value trend recovers

Benovia Winery winemaker and co-owner Mike Sullivan, left, samples pinot noir from 2016 with associate winemaker Jen Walsh in Santa Rosa on Friday.

By BILL SWINDELL

RECORD GRAPE PRICES

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

N

orth Coast grape prices set new records in 2016, hitting an average of
almost $3,000 per ton, a reflection of
the value that vintners put on the region’s
premium fruit.
The average price of grapes from Sonoma, Napa, Mendocino and Lake counties
last year rose to $2,955 per ton, up 5.8 percent from the previous year, according to
preliminary figures issued Friday by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.
Prices hit new highs in all four counties
last year. Napa County led the group, averaging $4,666 per ton, largely driven by its
high-demand cabernet sauvignon. Sonoma
County grapes averaged $2,585 per ton, followed by Lake County at $1,664 and Mendocino County at $1,532.
Expect prices to continue spiraling upward, said Glenn Proctor, a partner at Ciatti Co., a San Rafael grape brokerage.
“The market should generally continue to move along as it has the last couple
of years,” Proctor said. “We don’t see any
big trajectory changes, especially for the
North Coast.”

The value of the North Coast grape crop jumped
28 percent last year to $1.45 billion as grape production rebounded and prices set new highs in Napa,
Sonoma, Mendocino and Lake counties, according
to a preliminary report by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. The following list shows North Coast
crop values for the past 10 years.
2012: $1.38 billion
2007: $1 billion
2013: $1.42 billion
2008: $870 million
2014: $1.46 billion
2009: $1.07 billion
2015: $1.13 billion
2010: $940 million
2016: $1.45 billion
2011: $870 million
Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Growers were paid $1.45 billion for their
bounty, a figure that approached the region’s record $1.46 billion crop of 2014. The
windfall stemmed from a combination of
higher prices and a 22 percent increase in
the size of the crop, which hit 490,832 tons
as region’s vineyards rebounded from an
unusually small harvest the previous year.
The good news for farmers is tempered
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Winemaker Mike Sullivan pours pinot noir
into a glass at Benovia Winery on Friday.

Addicts could have most to lose without law
Obamacare loss could
hurt rehab patients now
doing well, officials say
By KATHARINE Q. SEELYE
AND ABBY GOODNOUGH
NEW YORK TIMES

MANCHESTER,
New
Hampshire — Chad Diaz began
using heroin when he was 12.
Now 36 and newly covered by
Medicaid under the Affordable
Care Act, he is on Suboxone,

a substitute opioid that eases
withdrawal symptoms and cravings, and he is slowly pulling
himself together.
“This is the best my life has
gone in many, many years,”
Diaz, a big man wearing camouflage, said as he sat in a community health center in Manchester.
If Congress and President
Donald Trump succeed in dismantling the Affordable Care
Act, he will have no insurance to
pay for his medication or coun-

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump said Friday that
he is considering rewriting his
executive order temporarily
barring refugees and citizens of
seven Muslim-majority countries from entering the country,
indicating that the administration may try to
quickly restore TRUMP MEETS
some aspects of WITH ABE
the now-frozen
President
travel ban or
reassures Japan
replace it with
Prime Minister of
other face-savcommitment to
ing measures.
security alliance
Trump told
/ B1
reporters
aboard Air Force One that he
would probably wait until Monday or Tuesday to take any action,
and White House Chief of Staff
Reince Priebus said several options — including taking the case
to the Supreme Court — were still
on the table.
Trump hinted that the ongoing
legal wrangling might move too
slowly for his taste, though he
thought he would ultimately prevail in court.
“We will win that battle,” he
said. “The unfortunate part
is that it takes time statutorily. We also have a lot of other
options, including just filing a
brand-new order.”
He said among the revisions
he might make are “new security

seling, and he fears he will slide
back to heroin.
“If this gets taken from me,
it’s right back to square one,”
he said. “And that’s not a good
place. I’m scary when I’m using.
I don’t care who I hurt.”
As the debate over the fate
of the health law intensifies,
proponents have focused on the
lifesaving care it has brought
to people with cancer, diabetes
and other physical illnesses. But
the law has also had a profound,
though perhaps less herald-

ed, effect on mental health and
addiction treatment, vastly expanding access to those services
by designating them as “essential benefits” that must be covered through the ACA marketplaces and expanded Medicaid.
The Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities, a left-leaning
research group, calculates that
2.8 million people with substance use disorders, including
220,000 with opioid disorders,
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