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FETZER AT 50-YEAR MILESTONE: Hopland-based 
winery pioneered viticultural practices that 
put Mendocino County on map in industry / E1
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REVERSING POT OFFENSES » County  
unlikely to follow SF, San Diego 
with expunging process.  A3

FISHING FOR FUN » Lake Sonoma 
Steelhead Festival reels in families 
with activities, tours, food.   A3

TALES OF FORBIDDEN LOVE » Wine 
Country couples share stories of 
their star-crossed romances.   D1

Invitation to  
S Korea may 
undercut US

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea’s reclusive leader, Kim 
Jong Un, extended an extremely 
rare invitation to a foreign head 
of  state on Saturday, using the 
diplomatic opening created by 

the Olympics 
in South Korea 
to ask its lead-
er, President 
Moon Jae-in, to 
visit the North 
for a summit 
meeting.

Kim’s un-
usual invita-
tion, which 
was received 

by Moon with both caution and 
optimism, was the latest sign of  
warming relations between the 
two rival governments after an 
exceptionally tense period over 
the North’s nuclear weapons 
program.

But the overture by the North 
also risked driving a wedge 
between South Korea and the 
United States, its main military 
ally, which has been campaigning 
for “maximum sanctions and 

By CHOE SANG-HUN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Homeless deaths rise  
amid shelter impasse

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

MOURNING THE LOST: Kathy Plumb, center, and Daniel Magdaleno, right, sing during a memorial service Jan. 21 for the homeless who have died in the area at Odd 
Fellows Hall in Guerneville. Fourteen people from the region’s homeless community have died in the past 22 months, according to the Homeless Healthcare program. 

GUERNEVILLE 

It was sometime after 4 a.m. when deputies 
found Charles Muth under the footbridge, 
spitting up blood.

The 67-year-old homeless man, who went by 
“Buck,” was known among service providers, 
family and others who lived with him on the 
streets here as fiercely self-reliant, a protector 
of  others. Yet on this January morning, he’d 
been yelling for help in the dark, prompting a 
call to 911.

Paramedics took him by ambulance to Sut-
ter Hospital in Santa Rosa, but it was too late. 
Suffering from flu and pneumonia, he had 
been camped outside in the cold and rain and 
had developed widespread infection, organ 
failure and septic shock, according to medical 
records. He died the next morning, Jan. 24. 

Muth was the second person living on the 
streets of  Guerneville to die in the first three 
weeks of  this year. 

The first was Charlyne Bohannon, who 
died New Year’s Day. A heavy drinker, the 

Compassion, viable solutions at odds

David Hays had been 
homeless for about two 
years when he got help 

that turned his life around, 
including a roof  over his head 
and access to any support he 
needs to stay on track.

Reliant on Social Security 
and struggling with post-
traumatic stress disorder, the 
74-year-old, one-time gardener 
and odd-jobs man had been 

unable to compete on his own in 
Sonoma County’s tight housing 
market after losing his previous 
home. 

Now and for the past two 
years he has paid 30 percent 
of  his small income to share a 
house with five other formerly 
homeless people, all receiving 
periodic visits from a social 
worker who checks in and links 
them to any services or aid 
programs they may need. 

Hays is one person taken 
off the streets of  Guerneville, 
where roughly 250 homeless 
individuals live along the lower 
Russian River. His is one life ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

LIVING WITHOUT SHELTER: Buck Muth, who died Jan. 24, hangs clothing to 
dry on tree branches at Riverkeeper Stewardship Park in Guerneville in 2015. 
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ON THE STREETS: Santiago Velasquez hangs out on the side of MD Liquor & Food on Wednesday in 
Guerneville. Velasquez has been homeless for a decade.

GUERNEVILLE » ‘WHY ARE WE OK WITH WATCHING THEM DIE?’

Russian River town faces daunting challenges as street population swells 
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Community grappling 
with how to best address 
plight of shelterless
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ONLINE See more photos highlighting the homelessness crisis in Guerneville at pressdemocrat.com

Haulers 
often 
exceed 
limits

Dump trucks hauling debris 
away from fire-ravaged neigh-
borhoods in Sonoma County 
have repeatedly been overload-
ed, exceeding weight limits de-
signed to ensure they are safe to 
drive on public roads, according 
to county officials and the com-
pany that operates the county 
landfill.

The issue is coming under 
increased scrutiny in the wake 
of  a violent wreck on Monday 
at the base of  Fountain Grove 
Parkway, where a dump truck 
descending from the hillside 
neighborhood failed to stop at a 
red light and plowed through a 
crowded intersection, causing a 
10-vehicle pileup that critically 
injured three motorists.

A recurring problem with 
overloaded trucks has been doc-
umented at the county landfill, 
where thousands upon thou-
sands of  trucks have driven 
through the gates to dump rub-
ble from neighborhoods leveled 
by the October wildfires.

Local law enforcement say 
they are ill-equipped to inspect 
trucks to ensure they are com-
plying with weight limits. Fed-
eral officials said they are not 
aware of  problems and have 
found no evidence that drivers 
are hauling larger loads than al-
lowed under the law.

It is not clear whether weight 
was a factor in Monday’s crash. 
Investigators are looking closely 

After SR crash, county 
officials confront issue of 
overweight dump trucks 
BY KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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