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Talks stall; shutdown looms

WASHINGTON — The nation 
faces the real possibility of  an-
other government shutdown 
at the end of  the week, after bi-
partisan talks aimed at averting 
that outcome broke down in a 
dispute over immigration en-

forcement, lawmakers and aides 
said Sunday.

President Donald Trump’s 
border wall demands, which 
precipitated the record-long 35-
day shutdown that ended late 
last month, were a secondary 
issue in the impasse that devel-
oped over the weekend, accord-
ing to officials in both parties.

Instead, after looking prom-

ising for days, the delicate ne-
gotiations collapsed over Dem-
ocrats’ insistence on limiting 
the number of  unauthorized im-
migrants who can be detained 
by the U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement agency. 
The breakdown in talks made 
it unlikely that lawmakers will 
be able to finalize an agreement 
on Monday, as they’d hope to do 
so it could pass the House and 
Senate before Friday night’s 
deadline.

“I think the talks are stalled 

right now,” Senate Appropria-
tions Chairman Richard Shelby 
of  Alabama, the lead Repub-
lican negotiator, said on Fox 
News Sunday. “I’m not confi-
dent we’re going to get there.”

The stalemate left the path 
forward to keeping the govern-
ment open unclear.

There were some behind-the-
scenes efforts to salvage the 
talks Sunday evening, but it was 
uncertain whether they would 
be successful.

The Homeland Security De-

partment along with State, Agri-
culture, Commerce and a num-
ber of  other federal agencies are 
currently operating on a stop-
gap spending bill that Trump 
signed Jan. 25. There’s little 
appetite for another short-term 
funding extension, but without 
some action by midnight on 
Feb. 15, those agencies will run 
out of  money and begin to shut 
down again.

Another funding lapse could 
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Childish Gambino

Female 
acts, rap 
songs 
win big

LOS ANGELES — Women 
returned at the Grammys on 
Sunday as female acts won al-
bum of  the year and best new 
artist, while rap also triumphed, 
with Childish Gambino’s “This 
Is America” becoming the first 
rap-based song to win record 
and song of  the year.

Kacey Musgraves’ “Golden 
Hour” picked up album of  the 
year, and Dua Lipa won best 
new artist.

“I don’t even know what to 
say,” Musgraves said. “I am very 
thankful. Winning doesn’t make 
my album any better than any-
body else in that category.”

Gambino was the night’s big 
winner, picking up four honors, 
including best music video and 
best rap/sung performance.

Drake surprised the music 
world when he emerged on 
stage to accept the best rap song 
trophy but told the room of  mu-
sicians that winning awards 
isn’t necessary if  you have real 
fans attending your concerts 
and singing your songs.

Drake, who rarely attends 
awards shows, won the honor 
for his massive hit “God’s Plan.”

“You’ve already won if  you 
have people who are singing 
your songs word for word, if  
you’re a hero in your home-
town. Look, if  there are peo-
ple who have regular jobs who 
are coming out in the rain and 
the snow, spending their hard-
earned money to buy tickets to 
come to your shows, you don’t 
need this right here. I promise 
you. You already won,” he said 
at the Staples Center in Los An-
geles.

He tried to continue speaking 
but was cut off as the ceremony 
suddenly went to a commercial.

Rap has endured a longtime 
losing streak at the Grammys. 
The last time a rapper won al-
bum of  the year was in 2004, 
with Outkast. Only a handful 
of  rappers have won best new 
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Caryl Hart, a North Coast Railroad Authority board member, walks through a tunnel Thursday in Cloverdale, where the Great Redwood Trail would 
travel along the railroad right of way from Larkspur to Humboldt Bay.

Great Redwood Trail 
no longer just a dream

RECREATION » PLANS FOR 320-MILE CORRIDOR TAKE SHAPE

Hikers, bikers, horseback riders await stunning views from old railbed

The first steps toward making a more 
than 300-mile walking and cycling trail 
from the San Francisco Bay to Humboldt 
Bay, crossing some of  the North Coast’s 
most scenic, least-traveled landscapes are 
set to begin later this year.

Details such as when the Great Redwood 
Trail could be completed, how the most 
challenging stretches might be construct-
ed and how much it all will cost remain big 
unknowns. But advocates of  the ambitious 
plan to convert a decaying railway into a 
world-class pathway, potentially drawing 
tens of  thousands of  visitors to the region 
each year, say they’re confident it’s not a 
question of  if  it’ll happen, but when.

“Oh absolutely, absolutely. No ques-
tion,” said Caryl Hart, the former head of  
Sonoma County Regional Parks. “Portions 
are already built in Willits and Ukiah, and 
quite a large portion in Humboldt Bay and 
Arcata is in the beginnings of  develop-
ment. It’s not like we have to find or buy 
the right of  way — it already is there, and 
that is just such an advantage.”

The concept involves connecting 
blacktop in populated areas and segments 
of  dirt trails in rural sections adjacent 

to deteriorating train tracks throughout 
five counties to offer a hiking, biking and 
horseback riding experience unlike any 
other. The meandering trek from Lark-
spur to beyond Eureka, which includes the 
remote, 50-mile Eel River Canyon north 
of  Willits, would provide unencumbered, 
picturesque views few have laid eyes on 
before.

“It’s something that almost nobody has 
seen,” said Hart, a board member for the 

North Coast Railroad Authority that over-
sees the defunct railroad corridor. “People 
never get the opportunity at multiple days 
through this region and to experience 
dawn in the redwoods, for example. You 
can be hiking along this trail literally adja-
cent to oldest and largest trees on the plan-
et right by the river. It’s not something you 
can experience at all right now.”

By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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North Coast 
Railroad Authori-
ty board member 
Caryl Hart stands 
on a section of 
railroad in Clo-
verdale near the 
planned site of 
a section of the 
Great Redwood 
Trail.


