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Pierce’s disease rising concern for vines
Growers report pulling plants
by thousands in past 2 years,
get tips on fighting invader
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Thousands of Sonoma County vines have been pulled out and
replanted over the past two years,
thanks to an outbreak of Pierce’s
disease given a boost by the recent
string of warmer winters, growers
and vineyard managers learned at

a workshop Thursday on combating
the disease.
The disease, known to be carried
by the glassy-winged sharpshooter,
is even more effectively carried by a
relative, the blue-green sharpshooter, according to scientists there.
Terry Gibson, one of more than
100 people at the workshop held at
Santa Rosa Junior College’s Shone
Farm, said he used to enjoy the raspberries from his vegetable garden.
Little did he know that it was likely a
perfect host for the blue-green sharpshooter, which transmits the Pierce’s

disease bacterium into a vine. The
bacterium impedes water flow in the
grapevine and ultimately kills it.
Gibson found out firsthand the
damage that can be done when he
was forced to pull out about 25 vines
on his property in the Green Valley
wine region near Forestville, where
he grows pinot noir grapes on almost 8 acres.
“Thousands of vines were replanted because people pulled out their
dead ones and there are thousands
more that could have gone, but nurseries ran out,” said Rhonda Smith,

the viticulture farm adviser for the
UC Cooperative Extension in Sonoma County.
One vineyard along the north end
of Dry Creek Road lost about 20 percent of its vines because of the disease, Smith said. “I know a couple of
guys that have pulled 1,100 (vines),
1,200,” she said.
Warmer winters have allowed the
blue-green sharpshooter to survive
and thrive, said Matthew Daugherty,
a researcher in the department of
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ACCESS FEE SOUGHT: Kirk Tolfa and Natalia Chamaki of Occidental take a walk along a path Thursday at Bodega Head, where a user fee has been proposed.
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

F

aced with a public backlash, California
State Parks has downsized its proposal
for expanding the number of beaches
on the Sonoma Coast where day-use fees are
charged.
The state agency, which had been pushing
to install self-pay stations at 14 beaches along
35 miles of coastline, now is seeking to do so
at only three locations: Shell Beach, Stump
Beach and Freezeout Creek. In addition,
three manned fee-collection stations would be
constructed at Bodega Head, Goat Rock and

Willow Creek under the state’s proposal.
State officials offered a brief summary of
the proposed changes late Wednesday in an
announcement of a public meeting scheduled
for next Wednesday in Sebastopol to solicit
public input. The timing of the meeting drew a
rebuke Thursday from Sonoma County Supervisor Efren Carrillo, who has been opposed to
the state’s plans.
“I think it’s somewhat upsetting that they
(state officials) are getting their public noticing
out for a meeting next week,” Carrillo said.
The timing of the proposed changes comes

BEACHES WHERE FEES
MAY BE COLLECTED
California State Parks is seeking to
install three self-pay stations and three
manned fee-collection stations at
beaches along 35 miles of the Sonoma
County coastline.
Self-pay stations Manned
fee stations
■ Shell Beach
■ Bodega Head
■ Stump Beach
■ Goat Rock
■ Freezeout
■ Willow Creek
Creek

With the wait underway for
federal aid that might help idled
fishermen amid the unprecedented closure of California’s
commercial Dungeness crab
season, scientists and lawmakers assembled at the state capitol Thursday to grapple with
other looming hardships ahead
for those who make their living
on the seas.
Between drought, the increasing warmth and acidity of ocean
waters and other factors that
have disrupted conditions and
wildlife habitat, the outlook is
overwhelmingly grim, presenters said at an annual forum of
the joint legislative Committee
on Fisheries and Aquaculture.
“Something’s going on in the
ocean, and it’s not right, and it
doesn’t fit our historical understandings,” California Fish and
Wildlife Director Chuck Bonham told members of the committee, led by state Sen. Mike
McGuire, D-Healdsburg.
Bonham noted stretches of
coastline suddenly barren of
sea urchins, while tropical sea
snakes and other warm water
species are plying the waters
off the California coast. The
prolonged algal bloom and re-
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Gas leak plugged at Porter Ranch
By LOUIS SAHAGUN
AND ALICE WALTON
LOS ANGELES TIMES

LOS ANGELES — Southern
California Gas Co. announced
Thursday it has temporarily
controlled the flow of gas from
a well near Porter Ranch, a crucial first step in the effort to stop
the leak that has forced thousands to flee their homes.
The gas company said that a
relief well reached the base of
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the leaking well and that officials are now pumping “heavy
fluids to temporarily control the
flow of gas out of the leaking
well.” That could keep the leak
plugged permanently.
But officials stressed this is a
first step and that cement must
now be poured to fully block the
leak. That could take several
days.
“We have temporarily controlled the natural gas flow
from the leaking well and begun
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the process of sealing the well
and permanently stopping the
leak,” Jimmie Cho, senior vice
president of gas operations and
system integrity, said in a statement released by the gas company.
State regulators then would
conduct inspections and pressure tests to certify that after
nearly four months of environmental contamination, civic dis-
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Vehicles line up Wednesday to enter the Aliso Canyon Storage facility for
Southern California Gas Co. in Porter Ranch.
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