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Lawmakers have border deal
Bipartisan agreement puts
onus on Trump to sign bill
or face new US shutdown
By ERICA WERNER
AND DAMIAN PALETTA
WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — Key lawmakers said late Monday that they had
reached a tentative agreement over
immigration rules and funding for
border barriers, a deal that if signed
by President Donald Trump would
avert another government shutdown

set to start at week’s end.
White House officials did not have
an immediate comment on the preliminary deal, which would fall far
short of Trump’s demands for funding to build more than 200 miles of
wall along the U.S.-Mexico border.
And while congressional negotiators said they were hopeful Trump
would sign off on the deal, they said
they had not been given assurances.
The breakthrough in Congress
came after a slog of meetings between top negotiators in the House
and Senate. The deal is still being
vetted with their colleagues, but top

lawmakers expressed optimism that
they had resolved major differences.
“The fact that it looked like there
was going to be another shutdown
imminently” brought renewed efforts on Monday, Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Richard
Shelby, R-Alabama, told reporters
after announcing the deal.
Asked if the White House would
support the agreement, Shelby added, “We think so. We hope so.”
The framework would provide
$1.375 billion for barriers along the
border, including 55 miles of new
fencing, with certain restrictions

on the location, according to a congressional official familiar with the
agreement. The official spoke on the
condition of anonymity because the
agreement had not been made public.
Democrats backed away from
their demand on tight limits on detention beds that Immigrations and
Customs Enforcement could use to
detain undocumented immigrants,
pulling away from a push that led to
a breakdown in talks over the weekend.
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CALTRANS » State agency says 62-year-old span is ‘safe and open to the
public’ as temporary metal plates cover spots where concrete broke, fell

Rain delays bridge fixes
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Could
sexism
tip 2020
vote?
Despite record number
of female candidates,
voter biases persist
By MAGGIE ASTOR
NEW YORK TIMES
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The Richmond-San Rafael Bridge, as seen from San Rafael on Monday. The permanent repair work to replace the expansion joint on the bridge
has been delayed because of predicted rainstorms this week.
By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

P

ermanent repairs to the
Richmond-San Rafael Bridge after falling
concrete closed the key North
Bay commuter artery for hours
Thursday were postponed until
next week due to rain in the
weather forecast.
Caltrans engineers made
emergency fixes to an expandable joint on the bridge’s upper
westbound deck to reopen all
lanes Thursday evening. They
decided overnight Saturday to
swap out a temporary metal
plate acting as a patch with
a larger one to make for a

smoother ride over the tolled
east-west connector.
Replacement of the joint —
which expands or contracts
from varying temperatures
and weight loads — to ensure
more chunks of concrete don’t
break off was set to begin early
this week. With heavy rain and
strong winds expected, that
work won’t start until at least
Feb. 18.
The failing of the expansion
joint in the middle of the bridge
disrupted tens of thousands
of motorists across the region.
The repair, however, is considered part of routine upkeep for
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An 8-foot metal plate covers the expansion joint until permanent
repairs can be completed on the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge.

Mountain lion’s killing reignites old debate
This juvenile
mountain lion
was fitted with
an electronic
collar last week,
but was killed
Saturday by a
rancher.
AUDUBON CANYON
RANCH

In the words of her detractors during the 2016 presidential
race, Hillary Clinton was abrasive and shrill. She was aloof.
She was unlikable.
It’s not a coincidence that
some of these adjectives are
now bubbling up in discussions
of Sens. Elizabeth Warren,
Kirsten Gillibrand and Kamala
Harris as they campaign for the
2020 Democratic nomination.
Few Americans acknowledge
they would hesitate to vote for
a woman for president — but
they don’t have to, according to
researchers and experts on politics and women and extensive
research on double standards in
campaigns. Reluctance to support female candidates is apparent in the language that voters
frequently use to describe men
and women running for office;
in the qualities that voters say
they seek; and in the perceived
flaws that voters say they are
willing or unwilling to overlook
in candidates.
The influence and effect of
these stereotypes and double
standards are about to play out
in uncharted territory: a presidential race featuring six women running for the Democratic

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A young mountain lion
trapped last week and fitted
with an electronic collar as
part of an Audubon Canyon
Ranch research project was
shot dead Saturday outside
a Napa-area home, where it
already had preyed on two
sheep on successive nights and
was trying to snag a third when

it was killed by a resident.
The incident set off a round
of angry criticism aimed at
residents of the Redwood Road
home for choosing to kill the
wild cat rather than better secure their livestock — a central
tenet of the nonprofit conservation organization’s Living with
Lions program.
It’s proved painful, too, for
TURN TO LION » PAGE A2
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