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Bishop updates ethics code for teachers
Revised document for Catholic
school employees avoids direct
mention of controversial issues
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMO C RAT

Santa Rosa Bishop Robert Vasa
has released a revised code of conduct for Catholic school employees
that requires conformity with the
church’s teachings while avoiding
mention of hot-button issues including contraception, abortion and
same-sex marriage that ignited a

Oregon
governor
resigns

firestorm of protest two years ago.
The new ethics code accompanied
the employment contract that about
225 teachers at schools operated by
the Santa Rosa Diocese must sign
within the next three months in order to work during the 2015-16 school
year.
The document is the latest attempt
by Vasa to establish a new set of personal and professional strictures
and guidelines for teachers and principals in the diocese while this time
not overtly calling out the controversial bedroom and domestic issues
that stalled his 2013 proposal.
Instead, the new contract and

code relies on the Catechism of the
Catholic Church — a foundational document promulgated by Pope
John Paul II in 1992 — to clarify the
church’s moral code, including its
objection to contraception, abortion,
same-sex marriage and euthanasia.
In a written statement, Vasa said
the idea of linking the contract to the
catechism came from parish pastors.
“This prudently avoids specific identification of polarizing issues, albeit
without, at the same time, eliminating them,” he said.
Vasa was attending a retreat
Thursday and Friday and was unavailable for comment, according to

diocesan spokesman Brian O’Neel.
Vasa is expected back in Santa Rosa
on Tuesday, he said.
The Santa Rosa Diocese includes
15 schools that enroll about 4,000 students from Petaluma to Eureka.
The response from teachers has
been difficult to gauge.
Laura Held, who was hired last
year as president of Cardinal Newman High School, said she had heard
no complaints from school staff regarding the contract and ethics code,
which were distributed to teachers
this week.
“We’ve had a very positive re-

Bishop
Robert Vasa
Church leader’s
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code to Catholic
catechism.
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GETTING OUTDOORS: North Sonoma Mountain
park and preserve offers miles of trails leading to stunning vistas

New park opens today

Just 1 month into 4th term,
Kitzhaber stepping down
amid ethics investigation
By ELI SASLOW
WASHINGTON P O S T

PORTLAND, Ore. — When
the end finally came, the most
ubiquitous politician in the history of Oregon had all but disappeared from
public view.
Gov.
John
Kitzhaber retreated
from
the State Capitol on Friday
afternoon and
announced his
resignation in
John
a letter, comKitzhaber
pleting
the
sudden unraveling of his political career. Just
one month after becoming the
first Oregon governor to start a
fourth term in office, the Democrat became the first to resign
because of alleged misconduct
as he and his fiancee, Cylvia
Hayes, continue to be investigated for misusing their influence
for personal financial gain.
His resignation will take
effect Wednesday, at which
point Secretary of State Kate
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HITTING THE TRAIL: From right, Amy Ricard, Caryl Hart, Bill Keene, Karen Davis-Brown and Meda Freeman hike Wednesday in the new North Sonoma
Mountain Regional Park and Open Space Preserve with views overlooking Bennett Valley north toward Santa Rosa. The park opens to the public today.
By DEREK MOORE

To fight fraud,
Visa wants to
track phones

T HE P R ES S D EM O CR AT

S

By KEN SWEET
ASSOCIATED PRE S S

NEW YORK — Those days of
calling your bank to let them
know that, yes, you really are
in Thailand, and yes, you really
did use your credit card to buy
$200 worth of sarongs, may be
coming to an end.
The payment processing company Visa will roll out a new
feature this spring that will allow its cardholders to inform
their banks where they are automatically, using the location
function found in nearly every
smartphone.
Having your bank and Visa
know where you are at all times
may sound a little like “Big
Brother.” But privacy experts
are actually applauding the
feature, saying that, if used correctly, it could protect cardholders and cut down on credit card
fraud.
Credit and debit card fraud
costs consumers and banks

SCENIC WOODS: The south fork of Matanzas Creek runs through the
North Sonoma Mountain park and preserve.

onoma County’s latest gem of a park opens
today on the north face of Sonoma Mountain, affording visitors miles of new trails
and stunning views rarely seen by the general
public.
About 2 miles along the park’s new main trail,
the forest thins to reveal a 180-degree view of
northern Sonoma Valley and the Santa Rosa
Plain. On a clear morning this week, a number
of prominent landmarks were visible in the
distance, including Sugarloaf Ridge State Park,
Hood Mountain and Mount St. Helena.
Almost as astounding, reaching this vantage
point at an elevation of about 2,000 feet did not
require strenuous effort, thanks to the cleverly
designed trail, which weaves across the diverse
landscape at a relatively modest incline.
Planners of what officially is known as the
North Sonoma Mountain Regional Park and
Open Space Preserve hail the 820-acre site as
a model of ingenuity and collaboration among
public and private entities. The preserve, located about 3 miles up Sonoma Mountain Road
from Bennett Valley Road, abuts Jack London
State Historic Park in Glen Ellen, offering hikers, runners and equestrians unfettered access
to both outdoor settings.
Connecting parks in such seamless fashion
is considered the “holy grail” of park planning,
said Bill Keene, general manager of the Sonoma
County Agricultural Preservation and Open
Space District.
Caryl Hart, Sonoma County Regional Parks
director and a former member of the State

NORTH
SONOMA
MOUNTAIN
What: New regional
park and open space
preserve, with scenic
trails for hiking,
biking and horseback
riding, as well as
picnic areas.
Where: Abutting
Jack London State
Historic Park;
entrance on Sonoma
Mountain Road
about 3 miles from
Bennett Valley Road.
Cost: $7 day-use
fee (self-pay), or free
for Regional Parks
members.

ONLINE
For more photos
from North Sonoma
Mountain Regional
Park and to view a
map of its trails, visit
pressdemocrat.
com
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