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Scalia’s death spurs showdown
PARTISAN CLASH » Obama promises timely
nominee; GOP aims to hold off until after election

CONSERVATIVE JURIST, 79, DIES » ‘A great loss’
for court and country, Chief Justice Roberts says
By ADAM LIPTAK
NEW YORK TIMES

Justice Antonin Scalia, whose
transformative legal theories,
vivid writing and outsize personality made him a leader of a
conservative intellectual renaissance in his three decades on
the Supreme Court, was found
dead Saturday at a resort in
West Texas. He was 79.
“He was an extraordinary individual and jurist, admired and
treasured by his colleagues,”
Chief Justice John Roberts Jr.

said in a statement confirming
Scalia’s death. “His passing is
a great loss to the court and the
country he so loyally served.”
The cause was not immediately released. A spokeswoman for
the U.S. Marshals Service, which
sent personnel to the scene, said
there was no information to indicate the death was the result
of anything other than natural
causes.
Scalia began his service on
the court as an outsider known
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Supreme Court Justice Antonin
Scalia, shown in a 2011 photo,
was found dead Saturday at a
resort in West Texas. He was 79.

WASHINGTON — The sudden death of Supreme Court
Justice Antonin Scalia sets up a
high stakes election-year showdown in which the voters — as
much as or more than the president and Senate — may ultimately decide the direction of
the court.
President Barack Obama will
face enormous pressures first to
nominate a liberal, magnified

by the surprisingly strong challenge of self-described socialist
Bernie Sanders for the Democratic nomination to succeed
him. Liberal groups are emboldened by Sanders’ early successes against Hillary Clinton and
pressing already to have their
way with Obama’s choice.
At the same time, that makes
it all but certain the Republican Senate will refuse to even
consider Obama’s choice, preferring to leave the seat vacant
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Evolution of love, marriage
Decline
in divorce
filings
misleading

From Sonoma County’s
first nuptials in 1846 to
today, a lot has changed
By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

On Sept. 23, 1846, Sonoma
County issued its first marriage
license. John H. J. Hegeler and
Carmen Caseres were married
in “the town of Sonoma, in
the district of Sonoma, in the
territory of California,” as the
certificate reads.
Not for another two months
was the county’s second marriage certifINSIDE
icate issued,
Sonoma County’s to Nathaniel
Leighton and
first married
couples and how Maria Gualoupe, also in
they crossed
Sonoma. It
paths / A10
would be four
more years before California
became a state.
In the decades that have
passed, marriage has been
radically transformed, evolving
from an economic necessity
to a choice made by couples
later in life with most having
lived together first. An increasing number of couples also
have children before they get
married, federal records and
reports show.
The most revolutionary
change is the legalization of
same-sex marriage.
Bill Scogland, 88, and Doug
Heen, 96, of Santa Rosa decided
to wed on a whim two years
ago. They’d been together for
63 years at that point.
“We really didn’t care except
for tax purposes — actually, I
think we’re paying more as a
joint return,” Scogland said,
laughing. “But I mean everybody kept saying, ‘When are
you going to get married?’ And
so in 2014, on the spur of the
moment, I said, ‘Everybody
says we should get married.
Let’s go get married.’ So we did
that within a week, and everybody was real happy with that.
Didn’t make any difference to
us. It’s just a piece of paper.”
They were married on Halloween at the county clerk’s
office by a woman in a Cinderella costume.
The varied landscape of
marriage today would be wholly unrecognizable to Sonoma
County’s first wedded couple.
For starters, in 2015 alone the
county issued 3,201 marriage
licenses, an average of about
60 a week.

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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ABOVE: Doug Heen, 96,
left, and Bill Scogland,
88, have been together
for 65 years. The Santa
Rosa couple wed on a
whim in 2014. “Didn’t
make any difference to
us. It’s just a piece of
paper,” Scogland said.
AT LEFT: Priscilla
and Albert Thomas of
Sebastopol have been
married for 70 years. The
most critical element
of their longevity as a
couple is the foundation
of friendship, Priscilla
Thomas said.

If marriage isn’t what it used
to be, the same can be said for
divorce.
The number of married couples filing for divorce in Sonoma
County has dropped 15 percent
over the past five years, suggesting fewer people wish to divide
assets and fight over children.
But experts say the statistic
is misleading and doesn’t take
into account an overall decline
in marriage.
More couples than ever are living together and having kids out
of wedlock, for a variety of reasons. And they call it quits just
like their married counterparts.
The difference is, their numbers aren’t recorded at the county courthouse.
That’s not to say they don’t
wind up in court, because those
couples do. Divorce lawyers are
busy as ever with never-married clients fighting over shared
property and child custody.
“I’m slammed,” said Santa
Rosa attorney Angelle Wertz.
“I’m getting lots of calls every
single week.”
Sonoma County’s decline in
divorce rate mirrors a national
trend that started in the early
1980s after a surge in divorces
the previous decade. Americans
began putting off marriage until
they were older, better educated
and more financially well-off,
leading to greater stability in relationships.
Three decades later, demographers question the once-popular
notion that half of all marriages end in divorce, although data
suggests that’s about right.
Sonoma County last year issued 3,201 marriage licenses and
received 1,727 divorce petitions.
The divorce filings are down
from 2011 when 2,013 couples got
unhitched. Legal separations
over the same five-year period
dropped from 137 to 100, said
Jose Guillen, executive officer of
Sonoma County Superior Court.
Jeff Cookston, professor of
psychology and fatherhood researcher at San Francisco State
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PUTTING SPOTLIGHT ON STEELHEAD TROUT:
Festival at Lake Sonoma visitors center calls
attention to plight of threatened fish / A3
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