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Station to get $72M windfall
KRCB » Wireless companies pay for Sonoma County
station’s prime location on broadcast spectrum
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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KRCB master control operator Steve Brodt, from left, traffic coordinator
Tom McDonald and systems engineer Gerry Pacitti try to troubleshoot
an issue at KRCB North Bay Public Media on Monday in Rohnert Park.

Sonoma
County’s
public
broadcasting station, KRCB, announced Monday it will receive
a $72 million windfall under an
agreement to change its channel as part of a national effort
to free up the airwaves for the
burgeoning wireless telecom industry.
The one-time cash infusion,
which comes as the Trump administration talks of cutting
funding for public broadcasting,
will be used for technical upgrades and to create an endow-

ment that will allow the 33-yearold station to continue operating
in the years ahead.
“It’s very significant for the
future and security of public
media in the North Bay area,”
said Nancy Dobbs, the station’s
president and CEO. “The timing
couldn’t have been more perfect.”
The money comes from a
10-month auction organized by
the Federal Communications
Commission in which participating commercial and public
stations agreed to relinquish
their spots on the broadcast

spectrum to wireless providers
such as AT&T and Verizon.
The companies are seeking
more bandwidth to improve
coverage and accommodate increasing numbers of customers.
All told, nearly $20 billion was
raised by the end of the auction
in mid-January.
The FCC will pay about half
of that to broadcasters and devote another $6 billion to the
federal deficit.
Among the biggest recipients
is 21st Century Fox television,
which is getting $350 million,
and Tribune Media, which will
be paid $190 million.
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BIRD RESCUE CENTER » Nonprofit might have to relocate after
private developer purchases Santa Rosa land off Chanate Road
Michael Flynn

National
security
adviser
resigns
Flynn misled top officials
about a call he had with
Russian ambassador
By MAGGIE HABERMAN
AND MATTHEW ROSENBERG
NEW YORK TIMES

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Volunteer Melanie Leandro of Oakland attempts to get the weight of a red-tailed hawk at the Bird Rescue Center on Friday in Santa Rosa.

Sanctuary could fly away
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

T

he first time Jeremy Nichols saw the
site of the Bird Rescue Center some 17
years ago, he could tell the land around
it in the northeastern Santa Rosa hills was
not being used to its full potential, that the
Sonoma County-owned site off Chanate
Road might be eyed for more development
down the road.
“It was obviously underutilized,” said
Nichols, now chairman of the center’s
board, during a recent interview at the center. “It was clear at that time that something
would eventually happen here.”
He was right. The center is one of a
handful of nonprofits that will likely need to
relocate at some point after the county site
is bought by a private developer.
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A great horned owl resides at the Bird Rescue Center on Friday in Santa Rosa.

Evacuees might not get to go home for a while
OROVILLE » Order likely
to stay in place until
dam spillway is repaired
By JONATHAN J. COOPER
AND BRIAN MELLEY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

OROVILLE — Helicopters
dropped giant rock-filled sandbags into place Monday to shore
up a reservoir that had threatened to breach its banks and
unleash a 30-foot wall of water,

WASHINGTON — Michael
Flynn, the national security adviser, resigned Monday night after it was revealed he had misled
Vice President Mike Pence and
other top White House officials
about his conversations with the
Russian ambassador to the United States.
Flynn, who INSIDE
served in the ■ Trump draws
job for less than criticism for hava month, said ing security talks
he had given at resort/ A8
“incomplete
i n fo r m at i o n” ■ Steven
regarding
a Mnuchin
phone call he confirmed as
had with the treasury secretary
ambassador in / A10
late December
about U.S. sanctions against
Russia, weeks before President
Donald Trump’s inauguration.
Flynn previously had denied
that he had any substantive
conversations with Ambassador Sergey Kislyak, and Pence
repeated that claim in TV interviews as recently as this month.
But on Monday, a former administration official said the
Justice Department warned the
White House last month that
Flynn had not been fully forth-

but officials said an evacuation
order covering nearly 200,000
people would stay in place until
they are sure it’s safe to return
home.
Officials defended their decision to issue the hasty order to
abandon homes downstream
from the nation’s tallest dam,
about 30 miles southeast of Chico. They said it was necessary
for public safety after engineers
spotted a hole in an emergency spillway, which they feared
could have failed within an hour.

The water level of the massive
reservoir known as Lake Oroville dropped Monday, slightly
easing fears of a catastrophic
collapse. But with more storms
on the horizon, crews raced
to fortify heavily eroded soils
where water flowed over the
edge of the reservoir and carved
huge channels in the earth as it
gushed toward the Feather River.
The acting head of the state’s
Department of Water Resources said he did not know if any-

thing had gone wrong and was
unaware of a 2005 report that
recommended reinforcing the
earthen emergency spillway
with concrete for just such an
event. The spillway had never
been used in the dam’s nearly
50 years of operation, and it was
not near capacity when it began
to fail.
“I’m not sure anything went
wrong,” Bill Croyle said. “This
was a new, never-having-hap-
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